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September 4th, 2022 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for this week’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on September 4th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship September 4th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am.

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85115502560?pwd=S2RNN3pndVpxaE85cWJDYzZRWE8xdz09
Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+16473744685,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada,,,,

+16475580588,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdeabj99kT 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until Dec. 4 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZEsduytrjkvHNTuHSuU2eu5yrVS_SVwlPQj/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGtrzovH9SXtR-HRpwMBYj4Z-_ziHpYgo1piTfWFhUBZxajL_B0AY1MJs_c 

……………………….

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………..

Addison Women’s Choir is offering Mum plants sale again this fall.  If you would like to order, I need your orders by Sept. 7.  To be delivered Friday Sept. 23.   

Both our items come from Terra Nurseries and are beautiful and full!  They will be a fabulous addition to your Fall decor.  We need a little joy and inspiration at this time, that is for sure.  Ask your friends and relatives if they would like to be a part of this fundraiser.  The pots would make lovely gifts for anyone!   Colours will be random.

10-inch pot is $17
12-inch planter is $42

To place an order, please telephone Barbara Berg at 519-653-0885, or by email at bergsnest@bell.net  
………………………..
Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

……………………
IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
………………………

Here is the YouTube link for last Sunday’s (August 28th) sermon by Supply Pastor Claudine Carlson: https://youtu.be/zA0ifZtLLDQ 

............................
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Honouring 30 years of serving meals to those in need.

Come and enjoy a typical meal served every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at Trinity Community Table

Thursday, September 22 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
12 Blair Road, Cambridge, ON
Displays, videos and information about the operation.

Free will offering Welcome.





………………………….

Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is our pastor today!

………………………..
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:
We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 808 ‘Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song’ 
1. Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey;

I'll tell ev'rybody about you wherever I go:

you alone are our life and our peace and our love.

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey.

2. Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey.

May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you.

May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song.

Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey.

3. As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant,

to carry your cross and to share all your burdens and tears.

For you saved me by giving your body and blood.

As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant.

4. I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey;

but courage will come with the sound of your steps by my side.

And with all of the family you saved by your love,

we'll sing to your dawn at the end of our journey.

(Title: Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song, (Jésus, je voudrais te chanter) Text & Music:  Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L'Arche Community; tr. Stephen Somerville, b. 1931; Text © 1987 Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Tr. © 1970 Stephen Somerville, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610. All rights reserved.)
Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day:
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
The First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20
See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Psalm: 1
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,

nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

Their delight is in the law of the Lord,

and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.

They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither;

everything they do shall prosper.

It is not so with the wicked;

they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,

but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.*

(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Philemon 1-21
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
  To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 14:25-33
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
It would probably be safe to say that the typical Christian in today's world doesn't read an entire book in the Bible in a day. And even safer to say this usually doesn't happen before lunch.

But, on this Sunday, that exactly is what our congregations just did. Our second reading for today is from Paul's Letter to Philemon, it’s the entire letter and the entire book.

Paul’s letter to Philemon isn't theological teaching or discussion that Romans or Galatians are. No weighty doctrines find their origin here. Honestly, most people don't even know that this letter exists. But, it put very human faces on Paul and a few other early Christians.

The letter to Philemon was not written to a congregation or a group of congregations - it's a letter to one person: Philemon. And Paul is writing to him for one purpose: to convince Philemon to forgive his escaped slave, Onesimus - and maybe even grant him freedom, which was totally against the law at that time.

Onesimus (whose name means "useful"!) had been a slave in the household of Philemon, who must have been reasonably well off. Onesimus had escaped and somehow found contact with Paul, probably during his time of imprisonment, where Onesimus helped Paul, but more importantly he became a believer of the early Christian faith. 

Now, Paul found himself trapped in this rather complicated situation. The world they lived in is an honor based society. If Paul ordered Philemon to release his slave by his church authority, it would very much bring Philemon great shame and embarrassment. As a wealthy man and even a leader of the community, what would his people think of him? Even Paul promises to pay off any debt there may be or make up for any wrong. But the accounting entailed more than money. It included honor, reputation, sense of control, status, social expectations, the stability of law and order in household and governance and much more. 

Paul was in danger of embarrassing Philemon. Yet Paul also hoped that Philemon could see more than his own right and his own honor. Paul came very close to being offensive when he wrote that he was telling Philemon his duty as a Christian (v. 8) and reminded him that Philemon is in debt to Paul himself (v. 19), not financially, but possibly because he was personally converted or even baptized by Paul. 

So Paul was very careful not to get himself offside with Philemon. Notice how he tried to affirm the positive side with Philemon. Within the unusual letter pattern of greetings (v.1-3) and giving thanks for and praising the addressee (v.4-7), Paul highlighted Philemon's goodness and generosity (v.5,7), while reminding him that this of course belonged to being in Christ (v.6). Paul affirmed Philemon's goodness because he wanted to reinforce it and then base his request on it, which was to see beyond the relationship defined by social or cultural tradition or even by legal authority; but to see the new relationship defined in the love of Christ; to deal with each other as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

How could Paul get Philemon to agree with his request? In v 11 he played on the meaning of the name, Onesimus, in acknowledging that Onesimus had been far from "useful" to Philemon, or even to Paul, but pleaded that now he can be "useful" to all in Christ; and eventually, he was useful to Christ, he was useful to God’s mission. 

Was Philemon persuaded? Perhaps the fact that we have the letter indicates that he was.

At first glance, this is an obscure letter buried deep in the New Testament that is largely forgotten by the average Christian. And, at second glance it's an obscure letter set in a context that is so totally and completely different from ours. 

But, if you dare to take a third glance at this passage what you'll find is faith hitting the road in the lives of real people dealing with really difficult issues and relationships. It's the story of three people struggling to live out their faith, and being challenged by it over and over again. It's the story of Paul appealing on the basis of faith for Philemon to live differently. 

For Onesimus, his life was totally changed. According to the early Christian tradition, there was a "Bishop Onesimus" in the 1st century minor Asia area. This Bishop preserved many copies of Paul’s letters to the churches and individual Christians during his ministry. Without this "Bishop Onesimus" we may not have half of the books that make up the New Testament.

That's what faith looks like when the rubber hits the road.

This is a good week not only to read an entire book in the Bible but also a week to look at what faith looks like when it hits the road of our life and our ministry. What issues and relationships try your faith? If someone were to appeal to us on the basis of faith to change something in our lives, what would it be?

And, what would be the effect of that change?  Amen.

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 802 ‘Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus’
1
Let us ever walk with Jesus,


follow his example pure,


through a world that would deceive us


and to sin our spirits lure.


Onward in his footsteps treading,


trav'lers here, our home above,


full of faith and hope and love,


let us do our Savior's bidding.


Faithful Lord, with me abide;


I shall follow where you guide.

2
Let us suffer here with Jesus,


and with patience bear our cross.


Joy will follow all our sadness;


where he is there is no loss.


Though today we sow no laughter,


we shall reap celestial joy:


all discomforts that annoy


shall give way to mirth hereafter.


Jesus, here I share your woe;


help me there your joy to know.

3
Let us gladly die with Jesus.


Since by death he conquered death,


he will free us from destruction,


give to us immortal breath.


Let us mortify all passion


that would lead us into sin;


and the grave that shuts us in


shall but prove the gate of heaven.


Jesus, here with you I die,


there to live with you on high.

4
Let us also live with Jesus.


He has risen from the dead


that to life we may awaken.


Jesus, you are now our head,


we are your own living members;


where you live, there we shall be


in your presence constantly,


living there with you forever.


Jesus, let me faithful be;


life eternal grant to me.

(Title: Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus; Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.; Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:   Georg G.Boltze, 18th cent. Public Domain

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession: 
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church around the world and for the mission of the gospel. Refresh the hearts of your people, deepen our understanding of every good thing we share, and strengthen our partnerships in the faith. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
For the well-being of the earth and all its creatures: for trees and forests, for all that will yield fruit this season, and for streams and other bodies of water. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
For the nations and those in authority: for the elected leaders of our towns, states, and country, and for international organizations. Grant wisdom to those who govern and raise up citizens who make decisions in the best interest of their neighbors. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
For all in need: for those who suffer from disease, who struggle with homelessness or food insecurity, for those whose family life is difficult, and for all in this community who need your care especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Gloria, Shirley and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
For this community of faith: for all our labors—begun, continued, and ended in you—that they glorify your holy name. Bless your people with the strength to live into their many vocations for the sake of the world. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the saints who now rest from their labors especially Peter Claver, priest and missionary. Give us faith, like them, to love you with all our hearts, and by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Gracious God,

in your great love you richly provide for our needs.

Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,

and make us ready to share with all in need;

through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/9xBMp4ElkcM 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. 
Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
Communion
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Music: ELW # 798 ‘Will You Come and Follow Me’ (The Summons)
1
"Will you come and follow me


if I but call your name?


Will you go where you don't know


and never be the same?


Will you let my love be shown,


will you let my name be known,


will you let my life be grown


in you and you in me?

2
"Will you leave yourself behind


if I but call your name?


Will you care for cruel and kind


and never be the same?


Will you risk the hostile stare,


should your life attract or scare?


Will you let me answer pray'r


in you and you in me?

3
"Will you let the blinded see


if I but call your name?


Will you set the pris'ners free


and never be the same?


Will you kiss the leper clean,


and do such as this unseen,


and admit to what I mean


in you and you in me?

4
"Will you love the you you hide


if I but call your name?


Will you quell the fear inside


and never be the same?


Will you use the faith you've found


to reshape the world around,


through my sight and touch and sound


in you and you in me?"

5
Lord, your summons echoes true


when you but call my name.


Let me turn and follow you


and never be the same.


In your company I'll go


where your love and footsteps show.


Thus I'll move and live and grow


in you and you in me.

(Title: Will You Come and Follow Me; Text:  John L. Bell, b. 1949; Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:   Scottish traditional; arr. © 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.1358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
God of the abundant table,

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal

with bread for the journey.

Give us your grace on the road

that we might serve our neighbors with joy;

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.*
Blessing:
God, who gives life to all things

and frees us from despair,

bless you with truth and peace.

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

guide you always in faith, hope, and love.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 660 ‘Lift High the Cross’ (Crucifer)
Refrain

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim


till all the world adore his sacred name.

1
Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,


our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain
2
All newborn servants of the Crucified


bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain
3
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,


as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain
4
So shall our song of triumph ever be:


praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain
(Title: Lift High the Cross; Text:  Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956; Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Sydney Nicholson, 1875-194; Music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Dismissal:
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
C: Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
