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September 11th, 2022 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for this week’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on September 11th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship September 11th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am.

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85115502560?pwd=S2RNN3pndVpxaE85cWJDYzZRWE8xdz09
Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+16473744685,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada,,,,

+16475580588,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdeabj99kT 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until Dec. 4 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZEsduytrjkvHNTuHSuU2eu5yrVS_SVwlPQj/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGtrzovH9SXtR-HRpwMBYj4Z-_ziHpYgo1piTfWFhUBZxajL_B0AY1MJs_c 

……………………….

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………..

Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

……………………

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
………………………

Here is the YouTube link for last Sunday’s (September 4th) sermon by Interim Pastor Chun Zhang: 

https://youtu.be/H3ykvHxzgjs 

……………………………….
Pastor Monika Wiesner is our guest pastor today – welcome back!
………………………………..
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:
We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Prayers for Peace & Lighting of Peace Candle
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 853 ‘When Morning Gilds the Skies’
1
When morning gilds the skies,

my heart awaking cries:


may Jesus Christ be praised!


When evening shadows fall,


this rings my curfew call:


may Jesus Christ be praised!

2
When mirth for music longs,


this is my song of songs:


may Jesus Christ be praised!


God's holy house of prayer

             has none that can compare


with "Jesus Christ be praised!"

3
No lovelier antiphon


in all high heav'n is known


than "Jesus Christ be praised!"


There to the eternal Word


the eternal psalm is heard:


oh, Jesus Christ be praised!

4
Let all of humankind


in this their concord find:


may Jesus Christ be praised!


Let all the earth around


ring joyous with the sound:


may Jesus Christ be praised!

5
Sing, sun and stars of space,


sing, all who see his face,


sing, "Jesus Christ be praised!"


God's whole creation o'er,


today and evermore


shall Jesus Christ be praised!

(Title: When Morning Gilds the Skies; Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.; Public Domain; Music: Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you 

Prayer of the Day:
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
The First Reading: Numbers 21:4b-9
From Mount Horeb the Israelites set out, but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Psalm: 98:1-4 
Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things,

whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.

O Lord, you have made known your victory,

you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.

You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;

all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-24
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written,
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation: Setting Four Allelulia (Page 151)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.*
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

The Holy Gospel according to John 3:13-17
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said: No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Supply Pastor Monika Wiesner’s voice here)

Holy Cross Sunday

“St. Helena and the church of the Holy Sepulcher”

Holy Gospel:   John 3:13-17

No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.

Sermon:

Have you ever wondered what became of the cross after Jesus was taken down from it on Good Friday?   Wood was precious in Palestine, where almost everything was made of stone.  Would the Roman soldiers have carried it off and re-used it for the next public execution?  Would someone have made off with it and used it as firewood?   What happened to it?

The truth is:  We don’t know.  But as so often happens, some traditions developed over the years and this morning I’d like to share with you one tradition that has grown over time.  It’s a story about a woman named Helena.  St. Helena.

A wee bit of church history first.

After the earthly life of Jesus had ended, the earliest believers underwent a tremendous amount of persecution, mainly by the Roman Imperial Empire.  This was the time of Nero … of Christians being fed to lions and burned alive on pillars to light the streets of Rome.   It was a dreadful time to be a Christian.  That is, until Emperor Constantine came along.   Constantine was the first emperor to convert to Christianity … and so in the year 306, Constantine declared Christianity the state religion of the Roman Empire and the persecution of Christians came to an end.  

So … the story of Helena.     Well, Helena was Constantine’s mother.  And when her son became emperor, he made her the empress dowager and brought her into his inner circle.  He also brought her to the Christian faith.  Among other roles she was given, she was also tasked with locating relics of the Christian tradition.

What is a relic?  In Christianity, a relic is a body part (bones or teeth or hair) of a deceased saint or martyr.   A relic is something that is associated with the life of Jesus … like the crown of thorns or the nails that held his body to the cross … or it can be something, like an article of clothing that is associated with a saint.   For example, there is a relic at the Basilica of Ste. Anne de Beaupre just outside Quebec City, where Pope Francis recently held a Mass.  The basilica houses what is supposedly the forearm of Ste. Anne, the mother of Mary and so the grandmother of Jesus.  This is an arm that held the infant Jesus.   At the famous Chartres Cathedral just outside Paris, France, what is believed to be Mary’s veil is on display in a side altar of the cathedral.   It’s actually very moving to see it.   And when Notre Dame Cathedral burned in Paris a few years ago, we heard that the crown of thorns, its most famous relic, had been saved from the flames. 

So, Helena was sent by her son to the Holy Land to locate Christian relics.  And out of that searching came three of Christianity’s oldest and most famous churches in the Holy Land – the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem (it stands over the place where Jesus was born) … and the Church of Eleona on the Mt. of Olives, where Jesus supposedly ascended to heaven … and of course the most famous of them all, the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem, built on the site where the crucifixion and burial of Jesus supposedly took place.   All of these churches were commissioned by Helena and they still stand today.

But there’s another point here that is rather interesting to learn.   So another tiny bit of history. 

In the year 70 CE, so about 40 years after Jesus’ earthly life had ended, the city of Jerusalem was destroyed by the Roman army.   The next few Roman emperors then had their own holy sites built in the city they had just destroyed.  For example, in the year 130 the Emperor Hadrian had a temple built over the site of Jesus’ crucifixion … but this temple was dedicated to Venus, the Roman goddess of love.  In other words, it became a pagan site.  So when Helena came along in the 300’s, she had this temple destroyed … but she was smart enough to know that any place where a temple was standing might actually be a good place to begin excavating in her search for relics.    And tradition says that on this site she discovered three crosses.  

So then the question arises – which of the three crosses is the cross on which Jesus died?  Again, tradition supplies some answers.  One tradition states that Helena had a woman brought to her who was near death … and Helena asked her to place her hand on all three crosses.  Nothing happened when she touched the first two crosses but when she placed her hand on the third cross, she suddenly recovered.   Helena declared the third cross to be the True Cross.  And so on this site, her son Constantine then ordered the Church of the Holy Sepulcher to be built.   Another tradition says a dead man was placed on the three crosses … and was brought back to life on the third cross.  These are traditions that have been incorporated into the Christian story over the years.

But the focus of this day, of course, is not to be on St. Helena but on the cross.  It’s a time to honour the cross of Christ and look at what it means for us as Lutherans in the 21st Century.   

The cross reminds us that we have a “with-us” God, a God who shares our deepest moments, both joy and sorrow … but especially our moments of suffering.  We have a God who is with us … a God who is as close to us as our next breath.  God is with us in those dark moments of life … even in those dark moments when we don’t “feel” the presence of God at all.   God is always with us.   God, through Christ Jesus, meets us in our suffering.   Here we meet the compassionate Jesus.  How do we know this?   Because Jesus knew suffering so well … because he saw it every day in his own people … and because he experienced it in his own life.  Two thousand years ago, Jesus became the voice of all who suffer … of all who are burdened and oppressed and marginalized.  He entered fully into the lives of the people around him … and he told them to help build the kingdom of God here on earth.  Not a temple to Venus … or a temple to rampant consumerism … but to build a great big banquet table overflowing with food and  exquisite wine and to gather up all those whom society diminishes … and to know that each child of God has a place at that table.   

This is the compassionate Jesus who wants nothing more than to gather us all in and shower us with love and acceptance.  We don’t need to clean up our act or get it right before we approach the compassionate Jesus.   He meets us in our suffering and in our joy.   His compassion ran so deep that it took him all the way to the cross, where the Roman legions believed they had silenced him for all time.   Today, of course, we know differently.   

Friends, the compassionate Jesus is here for each one of us.   Today and every day.   Amen 

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 722 ‘O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate’
1. O Christ, your heart, compassionate,

bore ev'ry human pain.

Its beating was the pulse of God;

its breadth, God's vast domain.

The heart of God, the heart of Christ

combined in perfect rhyme

to write God's love in human deeds,

eternity in time.

2. As once you welcomed those cast down

and healed the sick, the blind,

so may all bruised and broken lives

through us your help still find.

Lord, join our hearts with those who weep

that none may weep alone,

and help us bear another's pain

as though it were our own.

3. O Christ, create new hearts in us

that beat in time with yours,

that, joined by faith with your great heart,

become love's open doors.

We are your body, risen Christ;

our hearts, our hands we yield

that through our life and ministry

your love may be revealed.

4. O Love that made the distant stars,

yet marks the sparrow's fall,

whose arms stretched wide upon a cross

embrace and bear us all:

come, make your church a servant church

that walks your servant ways,

whose deeds of love rise up to you,

a sacrifice of praise!

(Title:  O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate; Text:  Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923; © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  German Melody, 18th cent.;adapt, X.L. Hartig, Melodien zum Gesangbuche, 1833; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
United with the great cloud of witnesses throughout the ages, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

For the church. For bishops, pastors, deacons, and all the baptized. For chaplains, missionaries, and those who serve in specialized settings. Guide us in the way of the cross, and lead us in paths of faithful service. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
For the world. For oceans and lakes, rivers and wetlands. For trees and mountains, parks and wildlife refuges. Restore places damaged by fire or flood, windstorm, or earthquake. Shelter your whole creation from harm. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
For the nations and their leaders. Bring an end to warfare, violence, and injustice. Teach us to live in peace with one another. Lift up those who live under oppression. Watch over those who flee their homes in search of safety and freedom. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
For those in need. For those yearning for meaning and purpose. For those who lack stable employment or safe housing. For those who grieve, especially the family of Gloria, and for those who are ill especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts.  Heal their wounds and comfort them in their distress. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
For this assembly. For Sunday school teachers and preschool directors. For students and teachers in public and private schools. Fill us all with zeal for learning. Energize us to give ourselves away in love for our neighbors. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

With thanksgiving, we remember Helena, the mother of Constantine, and all who have gone before us in faith especially our sister Gloria. Bring us with them through the promise of the holy cross into the hope and joy of the resurrection. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
In the company of your saints we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your eternal mercy and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Gracious God,

in your great love you richly provide for our needs.

Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,

and make us ready to share with all in need;

through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/9xBMp4ElkcM 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
Communion:
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Music: ACS # 1075 ‘O God, We Call’


O God, we call, O God, we call,


from deep inside we yearn,


from deep inside we yearn,


from deep inside we yearn for you.

(Title: O God, We Call; Text: Linnea Good, b. 1962; Text © 1994 Borealis Music, linneagood.com; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  Linnea Good, b. 1962; Music © 1994 Borealis Music, linneagood.com; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
God of the abundant table,

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal

with bread for the journey.

Give us your grace on the road

that we might serve our neighbors with joy;

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.*
Blessing:
God, who gives life to all things

and frees us from despair,

bless you with truth and peace.

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

guide you always in faith, hope, and love. Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 838 ‘Beautiful Savior’
1
Beautiful Savior,


King of creation,


Son of God and Son of Man!


Truly I'd love thee,


truly I'd serve thee,


light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

2
Fair are the meadows,


fair are the woodlands,


robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;


Jesus is fairer,


Jesus is purer,


he makes our sorrowing spirit sing.

3
Fair is the sunshine,


fair is the moonlight,


bright the sparkling stars on high;


Jesus shines brighter,


Jesus shines purer


than all the angels in the sky.

4
Beautiful Savior,


Lord of the nations,


Son of God and Son of Man!


Glory and honor,


praise, adoration,


now and forevermore be thine!

(Title: Beautiful Savior; Text:  Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904; Public Domain; Music: Selesian folk tune, 19th cent.; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
C: Thanks be to God.*

*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
