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November 21st, 2021 Christ the King – Email Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on November 21st, 2021, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship November 21st, 2021 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83664524050?pwd=aldGUFgrRzJodHVXVXFHQjNOSzhLZz09
Meeting ID:   836 6452 4050            Passcode: 565102 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+15873281099,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada 
+16473744685,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada

Dial by your location:  
+1 587 328 1099 Canada        
+1 647 374 4685 Canada           
+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        
+1 204 272 7920 Canada          
+1 438 809 7799 Canada

Meeting ID:  836 6452 4050               Passcode: 565102

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtXjX1QaI 
……………………..
CLWR Gifts from the Heart:

Give a meaningful gift from the comfort of home with CLWR’s Gifts from the Heart catalogue. Your gift to a loved one will provide meaningful, tangible items for people around the world facing hunger, poverty and the threat of COVID-19. No matter which gift you choose, the gifts you give will change lives and touch your loved ones! Visit www.clwr.org/GFTH to learn more.

PASTORAL VISITS: 

Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
Preston Community Advent Candlelight Walk:

Please join us for our 1st  annual Candlelight Walk – 
When:  November 28th, 2021   Time:  6:00 pm – 7:30 pm
Where:  We will begin our journey at King Street Baptist Church, walk to Knox Presbyterian Church, St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, St. John’s Anglican Church, and end at Trillium United Church.  Come sing carols and hear the Christmas story on our journey together as we stop at the various churches.
This is an outdoor event:  dress for the weather.  Masks are not required, but are recommended for a large turn-out and at gathering points.
Christmas Carol Sing 

(with Ron Klinck at the organ, and special guests: David Durward Centre Bell Ringers)

When:  Wednesday, December 1st, 2021    Time:  1:00 – 3:00 pm

Where:  Central Presbyterian Church (7 Queen’s Square (Beside Main Street bridge)

Masking and distancing required!
………………………
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 431 ‘O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us’
1    O Christ, what can it mean for us

to claim you as our king?

What royal face have you revealed

whose praise the church would sing?

Aspiring not to glory's height,

to power, wealth, and fame,

you walked a diff'rent, lowly way,

another's will your aim.

2
You came, the image of our God,

to heal and to forgive,

to shed your blood for sinners' sake

that we might rise and live.

To break the law of death you came,

the law of love to bring:

a diff'rent rule of righteousness,

a diff'rent kind of king.

3
Though some would make their greatness felt

and lord it over all,

you said the first must be the last

and service be our call.

O Christ in workplace, church, and home,

let none to power cling;

for still, through us, you come to serve,

a diff'rent kind of king.

4
You chose a humble human form

and shunned the world's renown;

you died for us upon a cross

with thorns your only crown.

But still, beyond the span of years,

our glad hosannas ring,

for now at God's right hand you reign,

a diff'rent kind of king!

(Title:  O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us; Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939; Text © 2001, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Henry S. Cutler, 1824-1902; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
The First Reading: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
As I watched,
 thrones were set in place,
  and an Ancient One took his throne,
 his clothing was white as snow,
  and the hair of his head like pure wool;
 his throne was fiery flames,
  and its wheels were burning fire.
 A stream of fire issued
  and flowed out from his presence.
 A thousand thousands served him,
  and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.
 The court sat in judgment,
  and the books were opened.
As I watched in the night visions,
 I saw one like a human being
  coming with the clouds of heaven.
 And he came to the Ancient One
  and was presented before him.
 To him was given dominion
  and glory and kingship,
 that all peoples, nations, and languages
  should serve him.
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion
  that shall not pass away,
 and his kingship is one
  that shall never be destroyed. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 93 
The Lord is king, robed in majesty; the Lord is robed in majesty and armed with strength.

The Lord has made the world so sure that it cannot be moved.

Ever since the world began, your throne has been established;

you are from everlasting.

The waters have lifted up, O Lord, the waters have lifted up their voice;

the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.

Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea,

mightier is the Lord who dwells on high.

Your testimonies are very sure,

and holiness befits your house, O Lord, forever and forevermore.* 

(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).

The Second Reading: Revelation 1:4b-8 
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
 Look! He is coming with the clouds;
  every eye will see him,
 even those who pierced him;
  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
  “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW # 174 ‘Celtic Alleluia’ 
Alleluia, alleluia.

Alleluia, alleluia.

(Title:  Gospel Acclamation Celtic Alleluia; Text:  Public Domain. Music:  © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The Holy Gospel according to John 18:33-37 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
Today is a major church feast called Christ the King. But in today’s world, kingship is not very popular today, neither is queenship. In today’s world, not many people like to be ruled by one person even he or she is entitled to, king or queen. 

Actually, although Kingship was still popular, Jesus never referred to himself as a king in his lifetime. The only occasion Jesus was called King was during his passion when he was trialed by Roman Governor, mocked by Roman soldiers, and when he was nailed on the cross. 

Perhaps, the reason why Jesus did not proclaim himself a king was because he knew how this would be misunderstood. And making his kingship even more confusing to ordinary people, not once, not twice, not three times, many times in his life Jesus made it crystal clear that he is coming to our world not to be served but to serve.

Jesus certainly did overcome the power of this world, but he did it not through force of arms, but by emptying himself of all divine privilege and enduring bitter suffering and death. He is indeed enthroned overall, but he won this distinction not through the conquest of another, but through the shedding of his own blood.

He emptied kingship of its conventional significance and gave his reign a new meaning. He rules through the service of others rather than through domination of them. His authority is rooted in service, not in force. 

Both of our 1st and 2nd readings reveal the meaning of the feast of Christ the King. They invite us to see Christ as a King in a very different way. They remind us of the nature of the authentic rule of Christ, which is a rule of victory through self-giving. It is a rule where authority springs from service. 

The liturgical year is a kind of journey through the mysteries of salvation. The end of the year, which we mark today, brings us to the end of the journey, and here we find the victorious Christ enthroned in glory. 

But how does this new understanding of kingship work for us today? So much in today’s world could lead us to hopelessness. Besides the usual pitfalls that we always find on the path of life, today we have come to realize that in no place on the globe are we really safe. Furthermore, our confidence in both religious and political leadership has been shaken. Power-thirsty politicians always put their agenda before normal people’s interests. For many, circumstances appear to be going from bad to worse. This festival of Christ the King could not have come at a better time. It reminds us that the battle has already been won; Christ is really triumphant. Now it is up to us to make his reign present in our world.

A story is told that one time Mother Theresa, was sitting in one of the gutters of Calcutta, holding an old homeless man, dirty and dying. She was holding him in her arms, wiping his face with her hands, and just cooing gently to him. Two well-dressed businessmen happened by and saw this; one of them walked over to her and said, “I wouldn’t do that for a million dollars.” Mother Theresa looked up into his face, and with a twinkle in her eyes replied, “Neither would I!” 

At that moment in Calcutta, God’s kingdom was present right there. God’s Kingdom is not about power and influence – it’s about care and compassion. 

And those of us who follow Jesus should understand this. We are challenged to bring God’s Kingdom into our world – “Thy Kingdom come,” we pray, “On earth as it is in heaven”. We who celebrate the feast of Christ the King realize that he rules by giving us his life. And we are invited and challenged to follow him in our world, not concerned about just having it our way, but concerned and caring for others, especially the unimportant ones, the marginalized and needy, the shut-in, and the sick. If there is anyone like that you haven’t called in a while, or you haven’t visited, call them when you get home, visit them in the near future, celebrate the feast of Christ the King as he would want all of us to.

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 477 ‘I Received the Living God’ 
Refrain

I received the living God,


and my heart is full of joy.


I received the living God,


and my heart is full of joy.

1
Jesus said: I am the bread,


kneaded long to give you life;


you who will partake of me


need not ever fear to die.  Refrain
2
Jesus said: I am the way,


and my Father longs for you;


so I come to bring you home


to be one with us anew.  Refrain
3
Jesus said: I am the truth;


come and follow close to me.


You will know me in your heart,


and my word shall make you free.  Refrain
4
Jesus said: I am the life,


far from whom no thing can grow,


but receive this living bread,


and my Spirit you shall know.  Refrain
(Title: I Received the Living God; Text:  Anonymous; Public Domain; Music:  Anonymous; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:  
Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need.

A brief silence.

God, you sent your Son Jesus to testify to the truth. We pray for preachers, missionaries, evangelists, and teachers who carry your forgiveness and love to the world. Fill their words and actions with compassion and kindness so that your truth will shine. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to liberate all of creation. We pray for all living things longing for the freedom to flourish, from ancient trees and wild grasses to endangered animals and rare insects. Give human beings compassionate hearts to care for them. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to lead us into the way of peace. Direct the members of international alliances in choosing a nonviolent path toward the future. Give them the humility and wisdom to make just decisions to benefit all. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to make us into your own people, set free to serve you. We pray for people who serve the well-being of others, especially ministries in our community.  Renew them in their work. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
God, you sent your Son Jesus to rule in all times and places. We pray for the friends of our congregation who are unable to join our worship in person and for all who are sick and suffering especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Sherrie, Nancea, Helen and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Join their prayers with ours and unite them with us in the body of Christ. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God, you sent your Son Jesus to be our beginning and our ending. We give thanks for those whose lives have given us a glimpse of Jesus’ reign of justice and peace. Empower us to join their witness. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with us always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Holy God,

the earth is yours and everything in it,

yet you have chosen to dwell among your creatures.

Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine,

and strengthen us to be your body for the world

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube: 

https://youtu.be/-RnRfJoYmjs 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Prayer after Communion
Blessed Jesus,

at this table, you have been for us both host and meal.

Now send us forth to extend our tables

and to share your gifts

until that day when all feast together

at your heavenly banquet.

Amen.
Blessing:
God, the beginning and the end,

who has written your name in the book of life,

☩ bless and keep you in grace and peace

from this time forth and forevermore. 
Amen.

Sending Hymn:  ELW # 434 ‘Jesus Shall Reign’ 
1
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun


does its successive journeys run;


his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,


till moons shall wax and wane no more.

2
To him shall endless prayer be made,


and praises throng to crown his head;


his name like sweet perfume shall rise


with ev'ry morning sacrifice.

3
People and realms of ev'ry tongue


dwell on his love with sweetest song;


and infant voices shall proclaim


their early blessings on his name.

4
Blessings abound where'er he reigns:


the pris'ners leap to lose their chains,


the weary find eternal rest,


and all who suffer want are blest.

5
Let ev'ry creature rise and bring

peculiar honors to our king;

angels descend with songs again,


and earth repeat the loud amen.

 (Title: Jesus Shall Reign; Text:  Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.; Public Domain; Music:  attr. John Hatton,d.1793.; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610. All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Led on by the saints before us,

go in peace to serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard  Version Bible,  copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
