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November 13th, 2022 Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost – Email/At Home Missal
ZOOM INFORMATION:

The ZOOM link for this week’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on November 13th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship November 13th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am.

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85115502560?pwd=S2RNN3pndVpxaE85cWJDYzZRWE8xdz09
Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+16473744685,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada,,,,

+16475580588,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdeabj99kT 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until Dec. 4 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZEsduytrjkvHNTuHSuU2eu5yrVS_SVwlPQj/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGtrzovH9SXtR-HRpwMBYj4Z-_ziHpYgo1piTfWFhUBZxajL_B0AY1MJs_c
……………………..

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS:

PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………….

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
……………………………….

Service of Installation

You are invited to join us as we celebrate the installation of our new pastor Laura Sauder

Sunday, November 20th at 3:00 PM

Refreshments and fellowship to follow

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 810 King Street East Cambridge, Ontario

………………………..

Here is the YouTube link for last Sunday’s (November 6th) sermon by Pastor Laura Sauder: https://youtu.be/C4S1V7Sg-2Y
……………..……….

Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

……………………….

Please join us for the 2nd Annual Candlelight Walk
When:   November 27th, 6:00 – 8:00pm
Where:  We will begin our journey at St. John’s Anglican Church (567 Queenston Rd, Cambridge, parking lot). We end our journey at Trillium United Church (stay for fellowship, cookies and hot chocolate)

This is an outdoor event: Bring a candle (real or battery operated) Dress for the weather. Masks are recommended for large gatherings. Join in the carol singing and listen to the advent candles bring their story to life.

Start Advent off on the Right Path!

…………………………

The bulletin today is being sponsored by the family in loving memory of Mrs. Alma Fenton.

…………………

Sing with Heart and Voice!

Addison Women’s Choir & Cambridge Male Chorus

Saturday, December 3, 2022 at 7:30 pm

Maranatha Christian Reformed Church – 94 Elgin Street South Cambridge

Sunday, December 4, 2022 at 3:00 pm

St. George’s of Forest Hill Anglican Church – 321 Fischer-Hallman Road Kitchener

Tickets $15 (12 & under FREE)

Tickets available from choir members & at the door.

http://www.addisonwomenschoir.com/ 

https://cambridgemalechorus.com/ 
……………………

St. Peter's, Preston, is excited to present 
Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol, 
on 

Friday, December 9th @ 7:30 p.m.

Our last presentation was in 2019. As you know, Covid-19 changed everything.

Seven prominent members of our community, are excited to be involved with this Christmas event. Original music and Christmas refreshments make this, a special evening, not to be missed.

Please attend this event that supports St. Peter's and the Cambridge Food Bank.

I encourage your friends, and family, to come to St. Peter's on December 9th to listen to this classic story, written over 200 years ago.

Alex Black

……………………………

St. Matthews Lutheran Church (54 Benton Street Kitchener) will host its first evening Advent Carol Service since 2019.  We will bring together the Mount Zion, Waterloo choir as well as singers from St. John's Roman Catholic Church choir on Strange Street, to join St. Matthews Sanctuary Choir and Celebration Bells in a service of readings, anthems and hymns for Advent. "A Star from Jacob Comes Forth" is our theme: Christ the Morning Star who comes to bring hope and salvation.
Sunday, November 27, 2022 at 7 pm.
Parking is available in the Duke Street garage across from the church for free on Sundays.

Freewill offering. Reception to follow the service.
…………………………..
Christmas Carol Sing
Wednesday, November 30th 2:00 – 4:00 pm
Join us as we sing some of your favourite Christmas carols (REFRESHMENTS TO FOLLOW)
With Ron Klinck at the organ
Special guests:  David Durward Centre Bell Ringers


Central Presbyterian Church
7 Queen’s Square (Beside Main Street bridge)
Telephone (519-623-1080 (9:30 am – 12:30 pm)
……………………….
Pastor:  Laura Sauder

Director of Music:  Bradley Moggach

Lighting our Vigil Candle for COP27
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:
We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Gathering Hymn: ACS # 1065 ‘Can You Feel the Seasons Turning’
1
Can you feel the seasons turning,


winds and waves grown wild and strange?


Can you feel creation groaning,


fearful of the coming change:


icecaps melting, oceans rising,


homes and habitations lost?


Can you feel the seasons turning?


Can you count the bitter cost?

2
Can you hear the creatures crying—


lynx and otter, wolf and whale?


Can you hear the Spirit sighing


as her children grieve and fail?


Nature's poor, the first to suffer


pay the price of human greed.


Can you hear the creatures crying,


begging us to stop and heed?

3
Can you feel the seasons turning?


Storm clouds gather in the skies.


All around us signs of warning


bid us open frightened eyes.


Called by God to serve as stewards


till earth's garden greens and thrives,


can we learn in time to listen?


Can we turn and change our lives?

(Title:  Can You Feel the Seasons Turning; Text:  Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953; Text © 2008 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved; Music: Welsh melody; Public Domain. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day:
Holy Spirit, you move through all creation with sighs too deep for words. Open our hearts to listen to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor. Speak through your church to rebuke the forces that seek to exploit your planet. Join our human prayers with the voices of all creation and move us to honour you by preserving the gifts of nature that reveal your glory. Amen.* (from All Creation Sings, page 47)

Children’s Message:

Lesson Introduction: (Pastor Laura)
Malachi 4:1-2a

Malachi lived and prophesied in the time following the Babylonian exile. Many of the Jewish people have returned to their homeland to rebuild the lives that were taken from them – their homes and their temple. But as is true in every age, there are many who still fail to follow God’s commands and care for one another. 

Malachi, whose name means God’s messenger, speaks a word of warning and a word of promise. Those who are arrogant and do evil will burned up. Those follow God’s word will find healing.

This image hits close to home for us who live on a warming planet. The words of warning are everywhere; we long for a word of promise for us too.
The Reading: Malachi 4:1-2a
Look, the day is coming,
        burning like an oven.
All the arrogant ones and all those doing evil will become straw.
    The coming day will burn them,
says the Lord of heavenly forces,
        leaving them neither root nor branch.
 But the sun of righteousness will rise on those revering my name;
        healing will be in its wings. (CEB)

Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Psalm 98 (expressed in song by the choir)

 ‘Sing a New Song’

(Title:  Sing a New Song) Text:  Based on Psalm 98:1, 4-6.  Text © 1972, OCP; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Music © 1972, OCP; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Gospel Acclamation: Setting 12 All Creation Sings (page 33)
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 21:5-19
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Some people were talking about the temple, how it was decorated with beautiful stones and ornaments dedicated to God. Jesus said, “As for the things you are admiring, the time is coming when not even one stone will be left upon another. All will be demolished.”
 They asked him, “Teacher, when will these things happen? 

What sign will show that these things are about to happen?”
Jesus said, “Watch out that you aren’t deceived. Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I’m the one!’ and ‘It’s time!’ Don’t follow them. When you hear of wars and rebellions, don’t be alarmed. These things must happen first, but the end won’t happen immediately.”
Then Jesus said to them, “Nations and kingdoms will fight against each other. There will be great earthquakes and wide-scale food shortages and epidemics. There will also be terrifying sights and great signs in the sky. But before all this occurs, they will take you into custody and harass you because of your faith. They will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. This will provide you with an opportunity to testify.  Make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance.  I’ll give you words and wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to counter or contradict.  You will be betrayed by your parents, brothers and sisters, relatives, and friends. They will execute some of you.  Everyone will hate you because of my name. Still, not a hair on your heads will be lost.  By holding fast, you will gain your lives.  (CEB)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Pastor Laura Sauder’s voice here)
Luke 21:5-19

Everyone is standing around admiring the temple. It was an impressive structure that had recently been refurbished by Herod the Great. 

In the presence of such a grand building it must have been hard for folks to imagine it a pile of rubble. I wonder how many simply scoffed at Jesus’ warning and turned away? Especially when Jesus goes to on to talk about earthquakes and wide-scale food shortages and epidemics. It must have been a major disconnect to hear these dire predictions in the presence of this beautiful, imposing, temple.

And yet, when we hear Jesus speak of these things, his warnings hit close to home. Extreme weather events, floods & droughts, disease – this has been our life in recent years. All related to the changing climate that scientists have been drawing our attention to for decades. A changing climate caused by human action. And it’s truly overwhelming how extensive and multi-layered our role in this is.

This summer I was back home visiting family in Saskatchewan. And after contracting COVID and then sharing it with much of my family, we ended up having an extended stay at my sister & brother-in-law’s farm in southwestern SK near Grasslands National Park. It was definitely no fun catching COVID, but I was so grateful for the extra time at my sister’s farm, because the Canadian prairies are my magical place – where I feel God’s presence and power most closely.

The prairies are perhaps the most underrated ecosystem in Canada. They’re certainly not the most flashy, but they are deeply beautiful in their own way. They’re also the most endangered ecosystems in Canada, with over 70% having been converted to crops and other land uses. They aren’t flashy, but they are important ecosystems. Grasslands do a lot for carbon storage, with intact native prairies particularly effective at long-term carbon storage because of their deep and extensive root networks.
 

At my sister’s farm I always had a clear understanding of which land was planted with crops and which land was native prairie – or so I thought. As we quarantined there this summer I had more opportunities for walks, and my sister pointed out that much of what looked like native prairie to me was actually full of something called crested wheatgrass.

By the 1930s, much of the prairies had been settled by immigrants and converted to cropland. But when severe and prolonged drought hit the region that decade, because the land had been plowed under (destroying those deep root networks), the thin layer of topsoil was being blown away. 

Crested wheatgrass (which comes from southern Siberia) thrived in these dry conditions. And so in the 1930s it was seeded on over 400,000 acres in western Canada. It ended up saving much of the land from erosion. Today, however, “the ability of crested wheatgrass to invade native prairie and its effect on soil quality are becoming environmental concerns.”
 Part of my sister’s work at Parks Canada is trying to convert land back to native prairie – which sounds like it should be easy enough, but it’s not. The native prairie is slow growing and takes decades to establish itself – hard to compete with the fast growing wheatgrass.

On her farm, I learned how to identify those areas that has been seeded with crested wheatgrass, and which are native prairie. In fact, you can see the line where land that has been ploughed butts up again native prairie. On one side, almost all crested wheatgrass, and on the other, a diverse mixture of short grasses, lichens, wildflowers and moss. 

Human activity has created countless environmental problems. With our God given ingenuity, we come up with solutions. But too often, the solution creates yet more problems. We often understand the wisdom inherent in nature only after it’s too late. And the magnitude and complexity of the climate crisis is overwhelming.

Folks have started using words like eco-despair, eco-anxiety, and eco-grief to describe the feelings of overwhelm and helplessness we feel in the face of the environmental and climate crises. It’s hard to know what to do with these painful emotions, especially when it feels as though we’re helpless to make a difference.

Jesus’ words don’t seem to offer a lot of hope, and yet the wisdom I hear is this: yes, the world is often a hard and scary place. And if you want to me my followers, you cannot ignore or escape suffering. But know that suffering will not get the last word. I will be with you, and together we will witness to promise and hope and life. 

In her book, “Generation Dread: Finding Purpose in an age of Climate Crisis,” author Britt Wray talks about the need for binocular vision. She uses this word in the original Latin sense of having “two eyes.”

We need to keep one eye on the reality – on the gravity of the situation. This is the easy part. Messages about the climate crisis are everywhere. The danger is that we can get so focused on this that we lose any sense of hope or possibility.

Which is when we need to put on our binoculars, so we can keep our other eye focused on the truth that “we don’t know everything there is to know about the mess we are in, or what can be done to adapt to it.”
 We can still be surprised.

The climate is a complex system, and even though things are bad, the future is not set in stone. If we’ve resolved ourselves to the fact that it’s already too late, then it will be. But the fact that committed folks from around the world are meeting right now to keep finding ways to address this climate crisis is an act of hope; an example of being yet open to the possibility of a different future.

As Christians we already know what it’s like to view the world with binocular vision. Our faith is grounded in the belief that what was most definitely an ending – Jesus’ death – was in fact God working to defeat the power of death. We are resurrection people who believe that the worst thing is never the last thing. 

The wisdom Jesus offers in living through times like these is that it’s good to befriend all our emotions related to the climate crisis: anxiety, grief, shame, guilt, rage, depression, fear, worry, cynicism, pessimism, hopelessness, helplessness, overwhelm.
 To acknowledge them, understand them, find ways to express them and talk about them with one another. 

When we honour our pain – when we name it and how it makes us feel – we release some of the power it has over us. And when the energy we were putting into grieving is released, we find that we have more energy to put towards actions – to doing something about the problem. 

When pain is released, space is made for hope to move in again.

There’s no doubt that the climate crisis is one of the biggest challenges of our time. To face it we will need the hope and joy and purpose and meaning we find in God. We will need the gratitude that comes from spending time in nature – using our imaginations to remember those magical natural spots; connecting with the source of life. Connecting with those feelings of peace, joy connection, creativity, hope, and gratitude.

As we live into our call to care for creation, we use our binocular vision to hold both our grief and our gratitude alongside one another. To recognize their gift and their purpose in mobilising us to do the hard work of caring for creation. Because connecting with our gratitude and our grief are what make room for hope and for action.

Hope for the fact that in spite of how bad it some days seems; the future is not written yet. 

AMEN.

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 766 ‘Lord of Our Life’ (Sung to the tune of ELW Hymn # 415 ‘Father Most Holy’)
1. Lord of our life and God of our salvation,

star of our night and hope of ev'ry nation;

hear and receive your church's supplication,

Lord God Almighty.

2. See round your ark the hungry billows curling,

see how your foes their banners are unfurling.

Lord, while their poisoned arrows they are hurling,

you can preserve us.

3. Lord, you can help when earthly armor fails us;

Lord, you can save when deadly sin assails us;

and, in the day when hell itself appalls us,

Grant us your peace, Lord:

4. Peace in our hearts, our troubled thoughts assuaging,

peace in your church, where kindred souls are raging,

peace, when the world its endless war is waging,

peace in your heaven.

(Title: Lord of Our Life; Text: Matthäus A. von Löwenstern, 1594-1648; tr. Philip Pusey, 1799-1855, alt.; Public Domain; Music: Paris Antiphoner, from the tune of ELW  # 415 Title:  Father Most Holy, 1681; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
Let us open ourselves to the grace of God, to the brokenness of our world, and to the call to be agents of healing and reconciliation as we pray for the earth and all that is in it.

Where human greed has stripped the world of beauty and life, and robbed people of dignity and subsistence, we pray for a new vision of abundance and a new commitment to nurture the world that feeds us. Help us to share these gifts equitably and justly. Help us to readjust our relationship with creation; to see its value in more than simple economic terms. Lord in your mercy, C:  receive our prayer. 
Where human greed has severed relationships and broken the connection that unites creation, we pray for love to be renewed and for compassion to draw us back into unity. We pray for world leaders and all who are gathered in Sharm El-Sheik for COP27. Embolden our leaders to put words into action and to live into the agreement to limit global heating to 1.5 degrees. We pray that wealthier nations will honour their pledge to help lower-income nations adapt to the climate crisis. Lord, in your mercy, C:  receive our prayer. 
Where human loneliness, weakness, sickness, grief, and the suffering of our planet and its inhabitants hide the signs of your life, we pray for healing, comfort, strength, and for the courage to keep hoping in the renewed creation to come. Be with all climate refugees and with communities facing adverse and extreme weather events. Lord, in your mercy, C:  receive our prayer. 
Healing God, your people cry out to you. Sustain doctors, nurses, and hospital personnel in their tireless work. Uphold mental health professionals and those in their care. May the sun of righteousness rise on all who are sick or suffering (especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol, Jeff and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…). Lord, in your mercy, C:  receive our prayer. 
God of peace, we pray for an end to warfare the world over; that your peace and justice might prevail. We give thanks for our veterans and pray that their physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual needs be cared for. We give thanks for those who currently serve in the Canadian Forces and pray that you would keep them safe when deployed and when at home. Lord, in your mercy, C:  receive our prayer. 
Where we are feeling helpless, overwhelmed, and despairing the climate crisis, renew our hope and give us vision for another way. Lord, in your mercy, C:  receive our prayer.  

O God, restore our faith, revive our hope, rekindle our love, and hear our prayer, for we offer it in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you.*

Our worship continues with the offering of our gifts.

Offering  

Offertory Music: Choir Anthem - ‘Put Peace Into Each Other’s Hands’ 

(Title: Put Peace Into Each Other’s Hands; Text: Fred Kaan © The Jubilate Group in California, All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music: Jay Althouse; © The Jubilate Group in California , All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, Maker of all things.

As you have entrusted us with all that you have created,

now gather our gifts,

nourish us with this sacrament,

and send us to those who hunger and thirst,

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 
Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/9xBMp4ElkcM 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it,

The Lord’s glory covers the earth as the waters cover the sea.

The trees of the field clap their hands

The birds of the air sing songs of praise

And if we should fail to express our worship

Even the rocks and stones would cry out.

And so we lift up our hearts, we lift up our voices

We offer thanksgiving and adoration to the Creator of all,

As we join the unending hymn:
Holy, Holy, Holy (Setting 12)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and God of might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.*
At Jesus’ last meal with his friends, before facing the cross,

he took bread, blessed it, and broke it.

Then he passed it among them saying:

This is my body, broken for you.

Take and eat and do this to remember me.

He then took the cup of wine and blessed it.

He passed it among them saying:

This is my blood shed for you.

Take and drink and do this to remember me.

We come to your table, Jesus,

Mindful of how you laid down your life

So that we and creation could be born anew;

Mindful of how you took your life up again,

So that we and creation could be filled with life abundant;

Mindful that we cannot earn or purchase this privilege,

But that it is your grace which beckons us,

And your grace which ensures all creation may be one and whole.

May your Spirit work in these fruits of earth,

So that they may become for us a sharing in Christ’s body and blood.

May your spirit work in we, who are children of earth,

So that we may be transformed into Christ’s body,

Carrying his life, his care, and his salvation to all creation.

Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer: (Sung) 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever Amen.  Forever Amen. 

(Title:  The Lord’s Prayer; Music:  Music © 2010 by Swee Hong Lim; Admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources; Permitted for use by St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Cambridge, Ont., in worship and/or for educational purposes only. Not to be used for sale in any shape or form. Used by permission; All rights reserved worldwide; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI, License # 11098609.  All rights reserved.)

Communion:
No matter your age or stage in life; no matter where you are in your walk of faith, you are welcome at Christ’s Table to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. Come, taste and see, that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Communion Music:  ACS # 1067 ‘For the Wholeness of the Earth’
1
We lift this prayer for the wholeness of the earth.


We lift this prayer for the wholeness of the earth.


We lift this prayer for the wholeness of the earth.


Can you feel it rising in you?

2
We turn our lives to the wholeness of the earth.


We turn our lives to the wholeness of the earth.


We turn our lives to the wholeness of the earth.


Can you feel it spinning in you?

3
Give thanks to God for the wholeness of the earth.


Give thanks to God for the wholeness of the earth.


Give thanks to God for the wholeness of the earth.


Can you feel it rising in you?

(Title:  For the Wholeness of the Earth; Text:  Bret Hesla, b. 1957; © 2017 Bret Hesla, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Bret Hesla, b. 1957; © 2017 Bret Hesla, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, most gracious God,

that you have fed us with the bread of heaven

and given us a foretaste of Paradise.

Enliven us to be your body in the world

and to serve those who are in need;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.*
Blessing:
The God of peace,

who creates all things and calls them good,

who makes us alive in Jesus,

and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope,

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 632 ‘O God, Our Help in Ages Past’
1
O God, our help in ages past,


our hope for years to come,


our shelter from the stormy blast,


and our eternal home:

2
Under the shadow of your throne


your saints have dwelt secure;


sufficient is your arm alone,


and our defense is sure.

3
Before the hills in order stood


or earth received its frame,


from everlasting you are God,


to endless years the same.

4
A thousand ages in your sight


are like an evening gone,


short as the watch that ends the night


before the rising sun.

5
Time, like an ever-rolling stream,

             bears all our years away;


they fly forgotten, as a dream


dies at the op'ning day.

6
O God, our help in ages past,


our hope for years to come,


still be our guard while troubles last


and our eternal home.

(Title:  O God, Our Help in Ages Past; Text:  Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.; Public Domain; Music: William Croft, 1678-1727; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:  
Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world.
C: Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
� https://www.natureconservancy.ca/en/blog/archive/grasslands-the-most.html


� https://d10k7k7mywg42z.cloudfront.net/assets/50ad0499dabe9d4a85006a0c/OGCWheatgrass.pdf


� Britt Wray, “Generation Dread” page 162.


� Britt Wray, “Generation Dread,” page 194.





