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May 8th, 2022  Fourth Sunday of Easter  – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on May 8th, 2022, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship May 8th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am.

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83984034305?pwd=aGc1ZnNqOGw1S0V6QnpJVUFleHRUZz09
Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305             Passcode: 369876

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+14388097799,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada   

+15873281099,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada 

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305           Passcode: 369876

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keB7RpIoc4

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until July 17 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZckf-2orT8pGtF86ZjWkWNUvlKx9331K_SM/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGrpzMuGteRsxmCRpwqHYqgLPTztilejbd7xEnfCRdYVS3DIO5pKussQ4n7 

…………………………..
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

………………………….

 IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.
Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
…………………….

Greenhorizons BigYellowBag - GIVE & GROW Program

This fundraiser is open to all and enables each one of us to raise funds for St. Peters.  If you don’t have a lawn or garden, not a problem, you can still help by spreading the word to your neighbours, friends and relatives. 

Each time that an order is placed at Greenhorizons Sod at 519-653-7494 for a BigYellowBag of soil using the code STPETERS22, you will save $5.00, and the church will receive $10.00.

Spread the word, and the soil!

………………..
Thank you for your support of CLWR’s emergency appeal for Ukraine. Your gifts have helped CLWR partners provide direct support to over 578,000 people since the crisis began. Find out more about how your gifts are helping at clwr.org/ukraine, and please continue to join us in praying for peace

CLWR partners in the ACT Alliance have provided the following support to the 3.5 million refugees who have fled Ukraine and the 6.5 million people who are internally displaced.
Delivery of 345 tons of food and non-food items
Delivery of $9.8 million worth of medical equipment
Establishment of 2 Refugee Support Points – in Barabás, Hungary and Asztely, Ukraine – to provide links to safe transport and food for refugees.
Establishment of 2 Child Friendly Spaces in Budapest as hubs for displaced families to access information and basic necessities. 
Establishment of transitional shelters in Hungary and Ukraine.
Much more is needed.  Donate online at clwr.org/Ukraine or call 1-800-661-2597 (Mon-Fri 8:30am-4:00pm CST).
St. Peter’s has sent $1,072.00 to CLWR for Ukraine!

……………………
Church Office Hours for the Week of May 9th – 13th, 2022

Thursday, May 12th from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.

******************************************************************
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land YouTube Link:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land: 

We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 385 ‘Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!’
1
Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing!


Now is the triumph of our king!


To all the world glad news we bring:


Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2
The Lord of life is ris'n this day;

            death's mighty stone is rolled away;


let all the world rejoice and say:


Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3
Praise we in songs of victory


that love, that life, which cannot die,


and sing with hearts uplifted high:


Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4
Your name we bless, O risen Lord,


and sing today with one accord,


the life laid down, the life restored:


Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

(Title: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt.;Text © 1952, ren. 1980 Hymns Ancient & Modern (admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188). All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Melchior Vulpius,, 1570-1675; Public Domain

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
The First Reading:  Acts 9:36-43
Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm:  23 
The Lord is my shepherd;

I shall not be in want.

The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures

and leads me beside still waters.

You restore my soul, O Lord,

and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. *
(From sundaysandseasons.com.Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Revelation 7:9-17
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing,
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
 and thanksgiving and honor
 and power and might
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
 For this reason they are before the throne of God,
  and worship him day and night within his temple,
  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
  the sun will not strike them,
  nor any scorching heat;
 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW # 875 ‘Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord!’
Praise, praise, praise the Lord!


Praise God's holy name. Alleluia!


Praise, praise, praise the Lord!


Praise God's holy name. Alleluia!


Praise God's holy name. Alleluia!


Praise God's holy name. Alleluia!


Praise God's holy name. Alleluia!


Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 
(Title:  Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord!; Text:  Cameroon traditional, collected by Elaine Hanson; Text © 1994 earthsongs.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Music:  Cameroon processional; arr. Ralph M. Johnson; © 1994 earthsongs.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission from earthsongs.  All rights reserved.)
The Holy Gospel according to John 10:22-30
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
I can imagine that you have heard hundreds of sermons preached around and about this most beloved psalm, Psalm 23! 

There are many translations of this psalm, and each adds its particular beauty and meaning to the original passage. For example, the King James Version is so poetic:

The Lord is my Shepherd; 

I shall not want. 

He leadeth me beside still waters. 

He restoreth my soul

Isn't that beautiful? But I really don't speak in that fashion in my daily life, do you? For the past few years, I have been reading the Message version translated by our Canadian Biblical scholar, Eugene Peterson. Listen to Psalm 23 with a new ear as I read:

God, my shepherd, I don't need a thing. 

You have bedded me down in lush meadows. 

You find me quiet pools to drink from. 

True to your word 

You let me catch my breath 

and send me in the right direction.

Even when the way goes through Death Valley 

I'm not afraid when you walk by my side. 

You revive my drooping head; 

my cup brims with blessing.

Your beauty and love chase after me every day of my life. 

I'm back home in the house of God 

for the rest of my life.

That translation has meant so much to me, for it talks in a way that I can relate to. 

Many years ago when the tragedy of Boston Marathon Bombing happened, an American pastor rewrote this psalm into a prayer to respond to this terrible tragedy. It speaks directly to my heart.

Shepherding God, You are the one who leads us into life.  In the wake of the terrible acts of cruelty and horror in Boston, lead us away from fear and revenge and instead to the still waters and green pastures of love, grace, and peace. Guide, and guard, our hearts so that we might not react out of anger and hatred ourselves, but out of love for humanity that comes from Your love. Lead us in the paths of righteousness and justice for Your name’s sake.

Even though we walk through the darkness of bombings, of shootings, of war in our world—the shadow of death looms near—we will not let fear overtake us. We will not fear evil in this world, for You are with us as a shepherd is with his sheep. You are comforting us as a mother comforts a hurt child.  We feel your hand on our shoulder as we walk through these dark days.

In the presence of those who hate, You are preparing the table of love for us.  You bless the ones who love and call us to be transforming love in the world, so that even the ones who hate will be transformed by Your love.  Our blessings overflow because of the love You have shown through our reaching out to one another—through the acts of kindness, the caring strangers, the daring first responders, the solidarity of Bostonians and Americans and human beings.

Surely goodness and mercy will be with all of us all the days of our life.  Surely goodness and mercy will overflow and overwhelm any acts of evil in this world. Surely goodness and mercy will overcome the world, and we will dwell in the love of God forever.  Amen.

A bible commentator writes in his book regarding Psalm 23. He says: "To be sure, it is appropriate that Psalm 23 be read and heard in the midst of death and dying. It may be more important, however, that this psalm be read and heard as a psalm about living, for it puts daily activities such as eating and drinking and seeking security in a radically God-centered perspective that challenges our usual way of thinking."

Do you also have your version of Psalm 23 in your heart? If you do, treasure it. If you don’t, it might be the time to reflect on your life and see how God works in it. May God grant each and every one of us a special version of Psalm 23, and teach us to make it a living testimony of God’s love in our life. 

Amen

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 854 ‘Blessing and Honor’
1
Blessing and honor and glory and pow'r,


wisdom and riches and strength evermore,


be to the Lamb who our battle has won,


whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the throne;


whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the throne!

2
Let all the heavens sound forth Jesus' name;


let all the earth sing his glory and fame.


Ocean and mountain, stream, forest, and flow'r


echo his praises and tell of his pow'r;


echo his praises and tell of his pow'r.

3
Ever ascending the song and the joy,


ever descending the love from on high;


blessing and honor and glory and praise--


this is the theme of the hymns that we raise;


this is the theme of the hymns that we raise.

4
Give we the glory and praise to the Lamb!


Take we the robe and the harp and the palm;


sing we the song of the Lamb who was slain,


dying in weakness and rising to reign;


dying in weakness and rising to reign!

(Title: Blessing and Honor; Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889, alt.; Public Domain; Music:  Matthias Keller, 1813-1875; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Gentle Shepherd, enable your church to respond to the voice of Jesus. Give us unfailing trust, unafraid to join in Jesus’ work of renewing all things. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Feed your people at the table of creation. Prepare a safe place for those whose environments are dangerous or unhealthy, especially those making difficult journeys. Prosper your creation for the sake of every living thing. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Warm the hearts of all who celebrate and all who mourn on Mother’s Day. Accompany those yearning to be mothers. Help us to heal from broken family relationships and open us to receive your nurturing love from all who serve mothering roles in our lives. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Seek out those who weep while they await healing or consolation especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Set people in their path who can provide the care they need, and wipe away every tear from their eyes. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Inspire the words of prophets and saints who employ innovative imagery to stretch our understanding as did Julian of Norwich, whom we commemorate today. Send Christ to instruct us with motherly care. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Enfold us in the great multitude of saints from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages. Wash us in your saving grace every day, guiding us to your waters of life. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Living God,

you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together

in your peaceable reign,

and you welcome us all at your table.

Reach out to us through this meal,

and show us your wounded and risen body,

that we may be nourished and believe

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/9xBMp4ElkcM 
The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. 
Amen.
Communion
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Music: ELW # 653 ‘Where True Charity and Love Abide’ (instrumental by Bradley Moggach, words on screen for verse 3)
3.  All surrounded by the blest saints, we shall see you

     face to face in glory and light, O Christ Jesus.

     With holy joy far beyond thought we shall be full,

     from age to age, world without end, forevermore.  

      Refrain…

            Where true charity and love abide,

     God is dwelling there.

(Title: Where True Charity and Love Abide; Text:  Latin, 9th cent.; tr. Composite; Text © 1995, 2001 Augsburg Fortress; Music:  Plainsong mode VI; arr. © GIA Publications Inc. All rights reserved; Used by permission. Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Prayer after Communion:
We give you thanks, generous God,

for in this bread and cup

we have tasted the new heaven and earth

where hunger and thirst are no more.

Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,

that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.

Amen.*
Blessing:
God, the Author of life,

Christ, the living Cornerstone,

and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,

☩ bless you now and forever.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 764 ‘Have No “Fear, Little Flock’
1
Have no fear, little flock;


have no fear, little flock,


for the Father has chosen


to give you the kingdom;


have no fear, little flock!

2
Have good cheer, little flock;


have good cheer, little flock,


for the Father will keep you


in his love forever;


have good cheer, little flock!

3
Praise the Lord high above;


praise the Lord high above,


for he stoops down to heal you,


uplift and restore you;


praise the Lord high above!

4
Thankful hearts raise to God;


thankful hearts raise to God,


for he stays close beside you,


in all things works with you;


thankful hearts raise to God!

(Title: Have No Fear, Little Flock; Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jilson, b. 1931, sts. 2-4; Text © 1973 Concordia Publishing House; All rights reserved; Used by permission. Music: Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b. 1930; © 1973 Concordia Publishing House; All rights reserved; Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
