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May 15th, 2022 Fifth Sunday of Easter  – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for this week’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on May 15th, 2022, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship May 15th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am.

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83984034305?pwd=aGc1ZnNqOGw1S0V6QnpJVUFleHRUZz09
Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305             Passcode: 369876

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+14388097799,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada   

+15873281099,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada 

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305           Passcode: 369876

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keB7RpIoc4
………………….
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

………………………….

 IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.
Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
…………………….

Greenhorizons BigYellowBag - GIVE & GROW Program

This fundraiser is open to all and enables each one of us to raise funds for St. Peters.  If you don’t have a lawn or garden, not a problem, you can still help by spreading the word to your neighbours, friends and relatives. 

Each time that an order is placed at Greenhorizons Sod at 519-653-7494 for a BigYellowBag of soil using the code STPETERS22, you will save $5.00, and the church will receive $10.00.

Spread the word, and the soil!

………………..
Thank you for your support of CLWR’s emergency appeal for Ukraine. Your gifts have helped CLWR partners provide direct support to over 578,000 people since the crisis began. Find out more about how your gifts are helping at clwr.org/ukraine, and please continue to join us in praying for peace

CLWR partners in the ACT Alliance have provided the following support to the 3.5 million refugees who have fled Ukraine and the 6.5 million people who are internally displaced.
Delivery of 345 tons of food and non-food items
Delivery of $9.8 million worth of medical equipment
Establishment of 2 Refugee Support Points – in Barabás, Hungary and Asztely, Ukraine – to provide links to safe transport and food for refugees.
Establishment of 2 Child Friendly Spaces in Budapest as hubs for displaced families to access information and basic necessities. 
Establishment of transitional shelters in Hungary and Ukraine.
Much more is needed.  Donate online at clwr.org/Ukraine or call 1-800-661-2597 (Mon-Fri 8:30am-4:00pm CST).
St. Peter’s has sent $1,072.00 to CLWR for Ukraine!

……………………..
June 11th Weekend - MennoHomes Out-Spok’n XII for Affordable Housing bike-a-thon. A "hybrid" event to raise funds for a very real need. Hikers, recreational bikers, and avid cyclists can join us on the Kissing Bridge Trail or choose your own route. Construction has begun at our Sprucelawn project and your support is making it possible. For more details visit www.mennohomes.com
**************************************************

Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land YouTube Link:
Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land: 
We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Gathering Hymn:   ACS # 1038 ‘God, We Gather as Your People’ (verse 1 & 2)
1
God, we gather as your people to raise our song above,


and we dare to claim the promise of your love.


Though the day may not yet be here,


we trust it soon will be, when your people will be free.

Refrain


Oh, may our hearts and minds be opened,


fling the church doors open wide.


May there be room enough for ev'ryone inside.


For in God there is a welcome, in God we all belong.


May that welcome be our song.

2
Oh, we sing for all the people, that one day they be free;


and we sing for generations yet to be,


that they never have a reason to doubt that they are blest.


May they, in your love, find rest.  Refrain
(Title: God, We Gather as Your People (For All the Children) Text:  David Lohman, b. 1961; Text © 2007 Welcome Song Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Music:  David Lohman, b. 1961; Text © 2007 Welcome Song Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day: 
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
The First Reading:   Acts 11:1-18
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm:  148 
 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens;

praise God in the heights.

Praise the Lord, all you angels;

sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.

Praise the Lord, sun and moon;

sing praise, all you shining stars.

Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens,

and you waters above the heavens.

Let them praise the name of the Lord,

who commanded, and they were created,

who made them stand fast forever and ever,

giving them a law that shall not pass away.

Praise the Lord from the earth,

you sea monsters and all deeps;

fire and hail, snow and fog,

tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;

mountains and all hills,

fruit trees and all cedars;

wild beasts and all cattle,

creeping things and flying birds;

sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,

princes and all rulers of the world;

young men and maidens,

old and young together.

Let them praise the name of the Lord,

whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.

The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,

the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!*

 (From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6
I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
 “See, the home of God is among mortals.
 He will dwell with them;
 they will be his peoples,
 and God himself will be with them;
 he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
 Death will be no more;
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
 for the first things have passed away.”
 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.” (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW # 875 ‘Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord!’
Praise, praise, praise the Lord!


Praise God's holy name. Alleluia!


Praise, praise, praise the Lord!


Praise God's holy name. Alleluia!


Praise God's holy name. Alleluia!


Praise God's holy name. Alleluia!


Praise God's holy name. Alleluia!


Praise God's holy name. Alleluia! 

(Title:  Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord!; Text:  Cameroon traditional, collected by Elaine Hanson; Text © 1994 earthsongs.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Music:  Cameroon processional; arr. Ralph M. Johnson; © 1994 earthsongs.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission from earthsongs.  All rights reserved.)
The Holy Gospel according to John 13:31-35 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
Do you watch news these days? I do. And here are just some examples: Ontario reports 18 new COVID death yesterday, Russian and Ukrainian armies are still fighting every day, a Canadian town named Hay River of Northwest Territories is under evacuation after breakaway ice causes flooding, Israeli police push and hit mourners carrying a recently killed journalist's casket … news of violence and death from all around the world disturb us constantly in last 2 years, news like this leaves us wanting a new day that’s free of such things. 

In the vision in Revelation 21, we hear of a new heaven and a new earth where the promise of peace is fulfilled. Are we ready to embrace a message that is defined by love, not just for those closest to us, but for all persons?  Indeed, are we ready to allow God to break down the barriers that we’ve so carefully built to separate us from one another?

The question of barriers is raised in Acts 10-11. The story begins with Peter receiving a vision that leads him to enter the household of a Gentile and preach the gospel.  The vision prepares Peter to see Cornelius and his household in a different way – as ones whom God loves and embraces.  Whereas Peter once viewed Gentiles as being unclean and unfit for fellowship, now he’s ready to share with them the message of Jesus. In the end, the Spirit falls and Cornelius’ household receives the same giftedness as the first community did on the day of Pentecost.

In today’s second reading from Acts 11, we find that when Peter is back in Jerusalem. Upon this return, he faces criticism from his own people.  We are told that all the disciples and followers, most of them are enraged by the news that Peter ate with the gentiles, which was a no-no for Jews at Jesus’ time. But through the mouth of Peter Jesus is telling his disciples that Peter brings to his community in Jerusalem is that God is impartial.   It’s not that God is indifferent or doesn’t care; it’s just that God’s vision is broader than we may be prepared for.  

Going back to Acts 10:36, the word is this – “He is Lord of all.”  God chooses to make this message known to the community through Peter so that they can understand God’s decision to bring down the walls of division.  The closing verses of the passage demonstrate that they get the message, though it appears that not all of them did so with joy.  They “calmed down” (CEB) and they gave praise to God, but did they fully understand?  Do we fully understand the implications?  

The Gospel reading takes us back to the final meal Jesus shares with his disciples. He offers them a new commandment – to love one another.  This command is similar to but different from the two great commands.  It even appears as if it is a rather exclusive command – love one another, not your neighbour, not your enemy, just one another. Is this a limiting factor, or is it the foundation for a larger call to love? The key is found in the statement that we are to love as Jesus loves us.  

Now I’d like to conclude this sermon with a true story: During World War I, a Protestant chaplain with the American troops in Italy became a friend of a local Roman Catholic priest. In time, the chaplain moved on with his unit and was killed. The priest heard of his death and asked military authorities if the chaplain could be buried in the cemetery behind his church.

Permission was granted. But the priest ran into a problem with his own Catholic Church authorities. They were sympathetic, but they said they could not approve the burial of a non-Catholic in a Catholic cemetery.

So the priest buried his friend just outside the cemetery fence. Years later, a war veteran who knew what had happened returned to Italy and visited the old priest. The first thing he did was ask to see the chaplain’s grave. To his surprise, he found the grave inside the fence.

“Ah,” he said, “I see you got permission to move the body.”

“No,” said the priest. “They told me where I couldn’t bury the body. But nobody ever told me I couldn’t move the fence.” Amen.
Hymn of the Day: ELW # 482 ‘I Come with Joy’ (verses 1, 2, 3 & 4)

1. I come with joy, a child of God,

forgiven, loved, and free,

the life of Jesus to recall

in love laid down for me,

in love laid down for me.

2. I come with Christians far and near

to find, as all are fed,

the new community of love

in Christ's communion bread,

in Christ's communion bread.

3. As Christ breaks bread and bids us share,

each proud division ends.

The love that made us, makes us one,

and strangers now are friends,

and strangers now are friends.

4. The Spirit of the risen Christ,

unseen, but ever near,

is in such friendship better known,

alive among us here,

alive among us here.

(Title: I Come with Joy; Text:  Brian A. Wren, b. 1936, Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or desires, as the church cares for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts in those we least expect. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural world around us. Urge us toward more deliberate care of the world you have made. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the people who need their attention most, and turn them from the temptation to hoard wealth or power. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Gloria and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. As Christ enters our deepest suffering, remain with those experiencing despair and great need. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By your love heal us, convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches and communities. Let everyone know your goodness by the love we show one another. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach us the value of each person’s identity, and bless us with a shared identity as your children, kindred of Christ. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Living God,

you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together

in your peaceable reign,

and you welcome us all at your table.

Reach out to us through this meal,

and show us your wounded and risen body,

that we may be nourished and believe

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/9xBMp4ElkcM 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Communion
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Music:  ELW # 642 ‘Ubi caritas et amor’ (Latin words) (Where True Charity and Love Abide)
Ubi caritas et amor,
ubi caritas, Deus ibi est.

(Title:  Ubi caritas et amor  (Where True Charity and Love Abide) Text:  Latin antiphon, 9th cent.; Taizé Community; tr. With One Voice; Text © 1979 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. (English text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.) Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994; © 1979 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com.  800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, generous God,

for in this bread and cup

we have tasted the new heaven and earth

where hunger and thirst are no more.

Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,

that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.  Amen.*
Blessing:
God, the Author of life,

Christ, the living Cornerstone,

and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,

☩ bless you now and forever.Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 367 ‘Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds’ (verses 1, 2 & 3)
1
Now all the vault of heav'n resounds


in praise of love that still abounds:

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"


Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!


Repeat their song of glory here:

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"


Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2
Eternal is the gift he brings,


therefore our heart with rapture sings:

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"


Now still he comes to give us life


and by his presence stills all strife.

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"


Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3
Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love;


set heart and will on things above


that we conquer through your triumph;


grant grace sufficient for life's day


that by our lives we truly say:
             "Christ has triumphed! He is living!"


Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

(Title:  Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds; Text:  Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.; Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  Geistliche Kirchengesange, Koln, 1623; tune Public Domain; arr. © Oxford University Press; All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Dismissal:
Alleluia! Christ is risen. C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. C: Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible,  copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
