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March 27th, 2022 Fourth Sunday in Lent – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on March 27th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship March 27th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83984034305?pwd=aGc1ZnNqOGw1S0V6QnpJVUFleHRUZz09
Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305             Passcode: 369876

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+14388097799,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada   

+15873281099,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada

Dial by your location:

+1 438 809 7799 Canada         

+1 587 328 1099 Canada         

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada           

+1 778 907 2071 Canada       

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305           Passcode: 369876

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keB7RpIoc4 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until July 17 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZckf-2orT8pGtF86ZjWkWNUvlKx9331K_SM/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGrpzMuGteRsxmCRpwqHYqgLPTztilejbd7xEnfCRdYVS3DIO5pKussQ4n7 

…………………………
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
……………………………….
 Today we will be holding the Annual General Meeting following worship (in-person and on zoom)
………………………
IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
………………
Maundy Thursday Worship

April 14, 2022 at 7 pm (In-person & Zoom)

Good Friday Worship

April 15, 2022 at 10 am (In-person & Zoom)
………………………..
As the crisis unfolds in Ukraine, CLWR is calling on Canadians to pray for peace, and to give generously in support of CLWR partners as they respond to urgent humanitarian needs in the region.  

CLWR joins its partners and people around the world in calling for an immediate end to violence. As fighting intensifies, early estimates are that millions could be rapidly displaced, creating a widespread humanitarian crisis.

CLWR partners in Ukraine and in neighbouring countries are closely monitoring the situation and preparing to respond with immediate humanitarian needs including food, shelter, emergency supplies and trauma support.

Your gift today will provide critical aid to families facing this crisis.  Friends and members of St. Peter's are welcome to support and donate to this cause, by including a donation in their offering, identified as CLWR Crisis in Ukraine, or via their website - Donate Now https://easternsynod.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d5e56632889b5dce16808ff34&id=cd455d3b75&e=685cb772e6 
……………………………
Update on Ukraine Emergency Appeal -

After so many women, children and elderly people in Ukraine were forced to leave their homes, their need for provisions has become a priority.

Our partners in the ACT Alliance have been able to deliver 278 tons of food and non-food items, and $9.8 million worth of medical equipment, to Ukraine. The delivery of family hygiene kits and family food packages will help to meet the hygiene and nutritional needs of those who were forced to flee so urgently.

In addition, Child Friendly Spaces have been established in Ukraine and across the border in Hungary, two refugee support points have been set up (one in each country), and shelters have been built according to the needs of refugees.

Thank you to the CLWR community for responding so quickly and generously to this appeal. We pray for peace in Ukraine and will continue to share updates from our partners.

……………………….
Pastor Monika Wiesner is our guest pastor today – welcome back!

…………………..
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c 

Prayers for Peace & Lighting of Peace Candle (Pastor Monika)

Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 807 ‘Come, Thou Found of Every Blessing’
1
Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,


tune my heart to sing thy grace;


streams of mercy, never ceasing,


call for songs of loudest praise.


While the hope of endless glory


fills my heart with joy and love,


teach me ever to adore thee;


may I still thy goodness prove.

2
Here I raise my Ebenezer:


"Hither by thy help I've come";


and I hope, by thy good pleasure,


safely to arrive at home.


Jesus sought me when a stranger,


wand'ring from the fold of God;


he, to rescue me from danger,


interposed his precious blood.

3
Oh, to grace how great a debtor


daily I'm constrained to be;


let that grace now like a fetter


bind my wand'ring heart to thee.


Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;


prone to leave the God I love.


Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it;


seal it for thy courts above.

(Title:  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing; Text:  Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.; Public Domain; Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day: 
God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
The First Reading:  Joshua 5:9-12
The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.
While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the Passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 32 
Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,

and whose sin is put away!

Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt,

and in whose spirit there is no guile!

While I held my tongue, my bones withered away,

because of my groaning all day long.

For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;

my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.

Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.

Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;

when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.

You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;

you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;

I will guide you with my eye.

Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;

who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”

Great are the tribulations of the wicked;

but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.

Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord;

shout for joy, all who are true of heart.*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation for Zoom:  WOV # 615 ‘Return to the Lord’ 

Return to the Lord, our God,


return to the Lord our God,


who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

             and abounding in steadfast love.

(Title:  Return to the Lord; Text: Joel 2:13; Public Domain; Music:  Jay Beech, b. 1960; Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

So he told them this parable: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’ So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.

“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Supply Pastor Monika Wiesner’s voice here)
“The Compassionate Father and His Two Sons”

This well-known parable has been called the “pearl of the parables”.  Charles Dickens, the great English author, has called it “the greatest story ever told”.  It even inspired Rembrandt to paint one of his great masterpieces.  It is truly the gospel in a nutshell.   

We know it as the Parable of the Prodigal Son but it’s really a parable about a compassionate and forgiving father.  As with all of Jesus’ parables, it tells us something about the nature of God. It tells us something about what God is like.   In today’s parable, we see first-hand the extraordinary compassion of God as told through a story about a father and his two sons.

Let’s set the stage for this parable.  Jesus is eating with a group of people – tax collectors and “sinners”, we are told.   Some scribes and Pharisees, the religious leaders of Jesus’ day, see this and they are incensed!   They lose no time in chastising Jesus.  Remember that in their culture, people don’t just “grab a bite” with someone the way we do today.  In 1st Century Palestine, eating with someone meant you wanted to be in a relationship with them.   And in Jesus’ day, tax collectors were the most hated of people, truly at the bottom of the social pecking order, right there with the other “sinners”.  The scribes and the Pharisees, on the other hand, they were at the top of the heap … and they knew it.  After all, they knew the Torah and they kept the many purity laws of 1st Century Jewish culture, so they believed they knew how other people were meant to live.

And it is to these scribes and Pharisees that Jesus tells this parable.  

A man has two sons … and one day the younger son says to the father, “Give me my inheritance.”  Now Jesus’ audience would have immediately understood what a dreadful insult this was; it was like saying, “I wish you were dead already.”  It should have resulted in an angry back-handed slap from the father, according to the customs of the day.  Instead, the father gives this son half of what he owned.  Now that may sound reasonable to us today since he had two sons, but according to Jewish law, as it is laid out in the Book of Deuteronomy, the oldest son is to receive a “double portion” of the inheritance meaning, in this case, the younger son should have received only one-third of his father’s estate.  Already the dad gives him more than his fair share.  And as we all know, the son trots off, spends a few years living the good life, and squanders his inheritance.

Later, in the far country, (which means in Gentile territory), a famine sets in just as his money runs out.  The young man faces starvation.  He finds himself sitting in a pig-pen, with nothing to eat but the animals’ scraps.  Why is this significant?   Because we know from the Jewish purity laws that pigs are considered “unclean”.  Jews don’t eat pork, so this story of a young Jewish man sitting in a pigpen, handling these pigs, eating with them, would have repulsed the scribes and the Pharisees when they heard it.  This would have made them gag!  And it shows just how far this son had drifted away from “home” – away from his homeland, away from his father, and now away from his Jewish faith.   He was as lost as you can be.

He’s also hungry and drowning in shame.  He knows he’s messed up royally and he’s squandered his dad’s generosity … but it’s so much worse than that.   You see, he lived in what is called an “honour-shame” society and he knows that his actions have deeply shamed his father, the one who was so generous to him.     

And if you think things can’t possibly get worse, think again.   As he considers going back home to his family, he recalls something called the “Kezazah”, a Jewish practice that states if a Jewish male lost or sold his inheritance to a Gentile, (a non-Jew), there would be a Kezazah ceremony inflicted on him if he dared to return home.  Villagers would gather around him and break a large ceramic pot at his feet, publicly shaming him.  They would mock him and then announce that he was “cut off” from his people.  That is what the word “kezazah” means.  He would be officially cut off from his community.

Nevertheless, he makes his way home.  When his father sees him in the distance, he races down the road and embraces his son.  Now this becomes more than just a loving gesture.   He’s protecting his son from the harm of an angry crowd, knowing that at any moment a ceramic pot may be shattered at his feet!   Then, in a move that undoubtedly shocks the villagers to the core, he invites them all to a banquet at his house later that evening!  A banquet to celebrate the safe return of one who should have been standing in shards of broken pottery around his feet.   Instead of being publically shamed, this son will now be publically restored. 

The story should have a happy ending but as we all know, the older brother now gets his nose out of joint.   He’s worked hard and played by the rules, as a good son would.  He shows his jealousy and resentment in no uncertain terms as he berates his father, “When did you ever thank me?”  He says this publically, in front of others, instead of privately to his father, thereby belittling the father in front of the servants.  In an honour-shame culture, this is very cruel behavior.  

So what’s this all about?   To answer that, we simply need to look at the father.   Remember that whenever Jesus told a parable, it was to reveal something about the nature of God, so in this parable, it is the compassionate father that images God.  We see a God who looks beyond the humiliations and the shaming.  This God does not judge someone “worthy” or “unworthy”.  This God just loves.  This God sees only the inherent goodness deep within each child.  This God sees only “my son … my daughter”.   

And so we see the father pleading with the older brother to come to the banquet and join in the celebration with the entire community. Everyone has been invited … to eat together!   Remember what we said at the beginning of this sermon?  In 1st Century Palestine, eating with someone meant you wanted to be in relationship with them!    The Father is inviting everyone to eat together in celebration, thereby bringing healing and restoration not just to his own family but to the entire community.  

So why do you think Jesus is telling this parable to the scribes and the Pharisees?   I suspect it’s because he wants them to see that they are like the older brother.   Outwardly they lived blameless lives but inwardly their attitudes were rigid, harsh and critical.  Notice how the older brother couldn’t conjure up compassion for his brother … or joy at his return … he even went so far as to call him “your son” when he berated his father instead of saying, “my brother”.   Do you see how he breaks relationship with his only brother?    Jesus holds a mirror up to the Pharisees that they might see themselves in this story … that they might see that their attitude of smug self-righteousness is breaking relationships as they diminish others like the tax collector.  They are the ones sitting outside on the doorstep missing the party!

Both brothers learned the meaning of darkness in this parable, a darkness of their own making.  One sitting hungry among the pigs, the other by sulking on the front steps of his home, listening to the laughter that’s coming from a party he chooses to miss in order to nurse his wounded pride.    Will he ultimately eat at his father’s banquet table?   We are never told.  This parable invites us to look deep within our own hearts, just as it invited the scribes and Pharisees to look deeply into theirs.   

So perhaps this week, in our prayers, we might image ourselves as the older brother and ask ourselves, “What am I holding onto that makes it difficult for God’s love to break in?”  What is God revealing to you?   Take that to God in prayer … and join in the healing that occurs at God’s banquet table where everyone eats together!

This truly is the pearl of the parables.  (   Happy ponderings!     Amen 

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 779 ‘Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound’ 
1
Amazing grace! how sweet the sound


that saved a wretch like me!


I once was lost, but now am found;


was blind, but now I see.

2
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,


and grace my fears relieved;


how precious did that grace appear


the hour I first believed!

3
Through many dangers, toils, and snares



I have already come;


'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,


and grace will lead me home.

4
The Lord has promised good to me;


his word my hope secures;


he will my shield and portion be


as long as life endures.

5
When we've been there ten thousand years,


bright shining as the sun,


we've no less days to sing God's praise


than when we'd first begun.

(Title:  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound; Text:   John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5; Public Domain; Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr.Edwin O .Excell, 1851-1921, alt. Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
Let us now come before God with our prayers, confident in the One who always hears us as we pray.

Loving God, we pray for your Church, wherever people gather in your name.  Empower us to witness to your loving kindness through our words and our deeds, signs that your love is flowing through us and out into the world.  Lord, in your compassion … C: receive our prayer.
God of the cosmos, heaven and earth bear witness to the splendor of all that you have created.  Bless the ground, trees, waterways, and skies with abundant life.  Protect and bless farmers as they will soon begin planting their crops for the coming year.   Lord, in your compassion … C: receive our prayer.
God of healing, you show solidarity with all who suffer.  We pray for all who are suffering from illness or grief, from mental challenges, from addictions, from chronic illnesses of all kinds.  We pray for the loved ones who care for them.  We pray for all unborn children, that they may be brought safely to birth.  We pray for our loved ones far from home, that all may be safe.   Today we pray for Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts…..   Lord, in your compassion … C: receive our prayer.
Loving God, yours was the voice of the poor and the powerless.   Open our hearts to all who need our help, to all who are afraid and powerless as the world changes so rapidly around us.   Lord, in your compassion … C: receive our prayer.
God of hope, you love all your children and want us to live together in peace.   Keep us mindful that we are all your children, each and every one of us.  Cleanse our hearts of prejudices and feelings of entitlement.   We remember in prayer our sisters and brothers of other faiths and cultures.   May our hearts soften toward each other and may the walls that divide us come tumbling down.    Lord, in your compassion … C: receive our prayer.  
God of every nation, we pray for our political leaders and all who must make difficult decisions in the weeks ahead.  Grant them a vision that takes us beyond tomorrow.  Today, we hold in deepest prayer the people of Ukraine, as they bear witness to acts of terror and aggression.  We pray for the families now separated by war; and we pray for the children that live in fear.  We pray for the people of Russia, as they, too, suffer in this war.  May they stay diligent in their work toward peace-making.   We pray for soldiers everywhere, so often committing acts of violence, not out of desire but out of duty.  We pray that swords will be turned into plowshares and that peace will be restored.   Lord, in your compassion … C: receive our prayer.   

And we pray for ourselves as we come to terms with the new world around us.  Hold us tenderly when we fall into fear and give us the strength to serve you faithfully, whatever the day brings.   We pray in the name of the One who loves us more than life, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen* 

Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Extravagant God,

you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.

Now we gather at your feast

where you offer us the food that satisfies.

Take and use what we offer here, come among us,

and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,

in whose name we pray. Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsiaRdyFr50
The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. 
Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. 
Amen.
Communion:
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Hymn:  ELW # 616 ‘Jesus, Remember Me’
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

(Title: Jesus, Remember Me; Text: Luke 23:42; Taizé Community; Text © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  Jacques Berthier 1923-1994; Text © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
Blessed Jesus,

in this rich meal of grace,

you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.

Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope

to a world in need.

Amen.*
Blessing:
You are children of God,

anointed with the oil of gladness

and strengthened for the journey.

Almighty God,

motherly, majestic, and mighty,

☩ bless you this day and always.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 749 ‘O God of Love, O King of Peace’ 
1
O God of love, O King of peace,


make wars throughout the world to cease;


our greed and sinful wrath restrain.


Give peace, O God, give peace again.

2
Remember, Lord, your works of old,


the wonders that our elders told;


remember not our sins' deep stain.


Give peace, O God, give peace again.

3
Whom shall we trust but you, O Lord?


Where rest but on your faithful word?


None ever called on you in vain.


Give peace, O God, give peace again.

4
Where saints and angels dwell above


all hearts are knit in holy love;


oh, bind us in that heav'nly chain.


Give peace, O God, give peace again.

(Title:  O God of Love, O King of Peace; Text:  Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877; Public Domain; Music: J. Klug, Geistliche, 1543; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace.  Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
……………………………….
Hymns for Annual Meeting:

Opening Hymn ELW # 358 ‘Great God, Your Love Has Called Us’
1
Great God, your love has called us here


as we, by love, for love were made.


Your living likeness still we bear,


though marred, dishonored, disobeyed.


We come, with all our heart and mind


your call to hear, your love to find.

2
We come with self-inflicted pains


of broken trust and chosen wrong,


half-free, half-bound by inner chains,


by social forces swept along,


by powers and systems close confined


yet seeking hope for humankind.

3
Great God, in Christ you call our name


and then receive us as your own


not through some merit, right, or claim,


but by your gracious love alone.


We strain to glimpse your mercy seat


and find you kneeling at our feet.

4
Then take the towel, and break the bread,


and humble us, and call us friends.


Suffer and serve till all are fed,


and show how grandly love intends


to work till all creation sings,


to fill all worlds, to crown all things.

5
Great God, in Christ you set us free


your life to live, your joy to share.


Give us your Spirit's liberty


to turn from guilt and dull despair,


and offer all that faith can do


while love is making all things new.

(Title:  Great God, Your Love Has Called Us; Text: Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936; Text © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Norman Cocker, 1889-1953; © Oxford University Press; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Closing Hymn ELW # 765 ‘Lord of All Hopefulness’

1
Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,


whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy:


be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,


your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

2
Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,

whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:


be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,

your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

3
Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,


your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace:


be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,


your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

4
Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,


whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:


be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,


your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

(Title:  Lord of All Hopefulness; Text:  Jan Struther, 1901-1953; Text © Oxford University Press 1931.All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music: Irish traditional; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

