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March 20th, 2022 Third Sunday in Lent – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on March 20th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship March 20th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83984034305?pwd=aGc1ZnNqOGw1S0V6QnpJVUFleHRUZz09
Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305             Passcode: 369876

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+14388097799,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada   

+15873281099,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada

Dial by your location:

+1 438 809 7799 Canada         

+1 587 328 1099 Canada         

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada           

+1 778 907 2071 Canada       

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305           Passcode: 369876

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keB7RpIoc4 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until July 17 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZckf-2orT8pGtF86ZjWkWNUvlKx9331K_SM/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGrpzMuGteRsxmCRpwqHYqgLPTztilejbd7xEnfCRdYVS3DIO5pKussQ4n7 

……………………………

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
……………
Important Date from Church Council (Note:  Date Change for AGM)

March 27, 2022 - Annual General Meeting following worship (in-person and on zoom)
…………………
IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
………………..
Maundy Thursday Worship – April 14, 2022 at 7:00 pm (In-person & Zoom)

Good Friday Worship – April 15, 2022 at 10:00 am (In-person & Zoom)

………………..

As the crisis unfolds in Ukraine, CLWR is calling on Canadians to pray for peace, and to give generously in support of CLWR partners as they respond to urgent humanitarian needs in the region.  

CLWR joins its partners and people around the world in calling for an immediate end to violence. As fighting intensifies, early estimates are that millions could be rapidly displaced, creating a widespread humanitarian crisis.

CLWR partners in Ukraine and in neighbouring countries are closely monitoring the situation and preparing to respond with immediate humanitarian needs including food, shelter, emergency supplies and trauma support.

Your gift today will provide critical aid to families facing this crisis.  Friends and members of St. Peter's are welcome to support and donate to this cause, by including a donation in their offering, identified as CLWR Crisis in Ukraine, or via their website - Donate Now https://easternsynod.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d5e56632889b5dce16808ff34&id=cd455d3b75&e=685cb772e6 
………………………..

Update on Ukraine Emergency Appeal 

After so many women, children and elderly people in Ukraine were forced to leave their homes, their need for provisions has become a priority.

Our partners in the ACT Alliance have been able to deliver 278 tons of food and non-food items, and $9.8 million worth of medical equipment, to Ukraine. The delivery of family hygiene kits and family food packages will help to meet the hygiene and nutritional needs of those who were forced to flee so urgently.

In addition, Child Friendly Spaces have been established in Ukraine and across the border in Hungary, two refugee support points have been set up (one in each country), and shelters have been built according to the needs of refugees.

Thank you to the CLWR community for responding so quickly and generously to this appeal. We pray for peace in Ukraine and will continue to share updates from our partners.

………………………..
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 793 ‘Be Thou My Vision’
1
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;


naught be all else to me, save that thou art:


thou my best thought both by day and by night,


waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;


I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.


Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r,


raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.

3
Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,


thou mine inheritance, now and always:


thou and thou only, the first in my heart,


great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

4
Light of my soul, after victory won,


may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun!


Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,


still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

(Title:  Be Thou My Vision; Text:  Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931; Public Domain
Music: Irish traditional; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
The First Reading:  Isaiah 55:1-9 
Ho, everyone who thirsts,
  come to the waters;
 and you that have no money,
  come, buy and eat!
 Come, buy wine and milk
  without money and without price.
 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
  and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
  and delight yourselves in rich food.
 Incline your ear, and come to me;
  listen, so that you may live.
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
  my steadfast, sure love for David.
 See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
  a leader and commander for the peoples.
 See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
  and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
 because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
  for he has glorified you.
 Seek the Lord while he may be found,
  call upon him while he is near;
 let the wicked forsake their way,
  and the unrighteous their thoughts;
 let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,
  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
  nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
 For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
  so are my ways higher than your ways
  and my thoughts than your thoughts. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 63:1-8
O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you;

my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.

Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place,

that I might behold your power and your glory.

For your steadfast love is better than life itself;

my lips shall give you praise.

So will I bless you as long as I live

and lift up my hands in your name.

My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods,

and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,

when I remember you upon my bed,

and meditate on you in the night watches.

For you have been my helper,

and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.

My whole being clings to you;

your right hand holds me fast.*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.

Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  WOV # 615 ‘Return to the Lord’ 

Return to the Lord, our God,


return to the Lord our God,


who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

       and abounding in steadfast love.
(Title:  Return to the Lord; Text: Joel 2:13; Public Domain; Music:  Jay Beech, b. 1960; Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 13:1-9
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. Jesus asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem?  No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
I have been the interim pastor of St Peter’s for about 10 months already. I am satisfied with most of the things BUT one. It is nearly impossible to make a left turn from Church Street to King Street. When I am stuck at a stop sign it seems like the folks driving on King Street are terribly inconsiderate. Not one wants to slow down and let you go. 

But, the strangest thing happens. When I am the one on King Street and along the way those people waiting at stop signs trying to get in seem so rude and impatient when they are forcing their way in. It’s all about perspective.

In the similar way, one’s attitude toward tragedy can also change depending on one’s position and perspective. 

Have you ever heard the words when something bad is happening in your life? Something like “there is no need to be too sad”, or “there must be a reason”, or “God always has his will in tragedies like this” when something bad happened in your life and someone was trying to comfort you? Didn’t you find these words annoying at the moment? Have you ever been so angry when you overheard “he or she deserves it” from somebody?

Have we ever attempted to say similar words to others as well when the victim is not us? 

But regardless of our position and perspective, we all want a reason for either our tragedy or other people’s. When something bad happens in our life, we all want to correct it; and when something bad happens in other people’s life, we all want to avoid it. 

In today’s Gospel reading from Luke, Jesus was approached by a group of people with the same mindset. As well, they tried to give a reason to the bad things that happened in other people’s lives. What they suggested was that those victims were more guilty and sinful to deserve the tragedy. But Jesus saw it differently. Rather than giving an explanation on those tragedies, Jesus urged his audience to shift their attention back to their own sin and the tragic result of it.

What Jesus was trying to say was that blaming other people won’t save anybody from tragedy. Even being a better person, even being a Christian won’t prevent us from experiencing tragedies.  

And Jesus used a parable to make his point more clear and to suggest a new way to see this situation in God’s perspective. Jesus tried to shift our eyes to see God’s grace and mercy, to see God’s love. 

In this parable, when facing the fruitless trees, the gardener didn’t blame them, instead the first thing the farmer did was how to take care of them. That is also how the love of God for us could feel like.

Many bible commentators suggest that in this parable it is not the owner, but the gardener who represents God! What the gardener did in this parable shows God's ongoing love & compassion for us all, no matter whether we are fruitless or fruitful, God always gives his people one more chance. 

Let none of us ever give up on ourselves or others, because God doesn't. 

Amen
Hymn of the Day: ELW # 331 ‘As the Deer Runs to the River’ 
1. As the deer runs to the river,

parched and weary from the chase,

we have come from hurt and hurry,

thirsting for your healing grace.

Refrain

Jesus, source of living water,

may we drink of you and live!

2. When your Israel crossed the desert

where no stream or spring was seen,

Moses struck the rock, and water

flowed for them, refreshing, clean.  Refrain
3. "Come and drink," Isaiah summoned,

"all who for God's mercy plead!

God's forgiveness, like a fountain,

flows to satisfy your need."  Refrain
4. Christ, we come from desert places,

deepest thirst unsatisfied.

Lead us to the waters flowing

from the cross on which you died.  Refrain
(Title:  As the Deer Runs to the River; Text:  Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923; Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  David Hurd, b. 1950; music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church around the world in all its forms: for pastors, deacons, bishops, chaplains, and mission developers; for church councils, committee chairs, and all lay ministry leaders; for congregations that contemplate difficult decisions about the future of their ministry. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
For the health of this planet and the well-being of its creatures: for lands impacted by droughts and at risk of wildfires; for fig trees and vineyards that produce fruit for our nourishment and delight; for animal habitats threatened by climate change. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
For those called into positions of civic responsibility: for judges, attorneys, and court administrators tasked with uncovering truth and delivering justice; for activists and community leaders who cast a vision of a more compassionate and equitable society. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
For those who call upon you for mercy: for all who live in poverty and experience hunger; for any who feel tested beyond their strength; for those who are hospitalized or near death, and for all in need of healing especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts.  Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
For the advocacy efforts of this congregation: for those whose faith leads them to speak difficult truths and engage in difficult conversations with policymakers; for those who promote mercy over vengeance or retaliation. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

For those whose earthly journeys have ended, we give thanks. With all the saints, we praise you for the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Extravagant God,

you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.

Now we gather at your feast

where you offer us the food that satisfies.

Take and use what we offer here, come among us,

and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsiaRdyFr50
The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. 
Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. 
Amen.
Communion:
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Hymn:  Sing the Circle Wide # 62 ‘Bless the Lord, my soul’
Bless the Lord my soul and bless God's holy name.

Bless the Lord my soul, who leads me into life.

(Title: Bless the Lord, my soul
Text: Psalm 103:1-2 para. Taize Community © 1998, Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc.,agent; All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music:  Jacques Berthier ; © 1998, Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc.,agent; All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
Blessed Jesus,

in this rich meal of grace,

you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.

Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope

to a world in need. Amen.*
Blessing:
You are children of God,

anointed with the oil of gladness

and strengthened for the journey.

Almighty God,

motherly, majestic, and mighty,

☩ bless you this day and always.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 618 ‘Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer’ 
1
Guide me ever, great Redeemer,


pilgrim through this barren land.


I am weak, but you are mighty;


hold me with your pow'rful hand.


Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,


feed me now and evermore,


feed me now and evermore.

2
Open now the crystal fountain


where the healing waters flow;


let the fire and cloudy pillar


lead me all my journey through.


Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer,


shield me with your mighty arm,


shield me with your mighty arm.

3
When I tread the verge of Jordan,


bid my anxious fears subside;


death of death and hell's destruction,


land me safe on Canaan's side.


Songs and praises, songs and praises,


I will raise forevermore,


I will raise forevermore.

(Title:  Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer; Text:  William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.; Public Domain; Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace.  Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
