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March 13th, 2022 Second Sunday in Lent – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on March 13th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship March 13th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83984034305?pwd=aGc1ZnNqOGw1S0V6QnpJVUFleHRUZz09 
   

Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305             Passcode: 369876


You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+14388097799,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada   
+15873281099,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada

Dial by your location:
+1 438 809 7799 Canada         
+1 587 328 1099 Canada         
+1 647 374 4685 Canada
+1 647 558 0588 Canada           
+1 778 907 2071 Canada       
+1 204 272 7920 Canada
            

Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305           Passcode: 369876

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keB7RpIoc4 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until July 17 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZckf-2orT8pGtF86ZjWkWNUvlKx9331K_SM/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGrpzMuGteRsxmCRpwqHYqgLPTztilejbd7xEnfCRdYVS3DIO5pKussQ4n7 

………………………
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
………………………..

Important Date from Church Council (Note:  Date Change for AGM)
March 27, 2022 - Annual General Meeting following worship (in-person and on zoom)
………………………
Crisis in Ukraine
As the crisis unfolds in Ukraine, CLWR is calling on Canadians to pray for peace, and to give generously in support of CLWR partners as they respond to urgent humanitarian needs in the region.  

CLWR joins its partners and people around the world in calling for an immediate end to violence. As fighting intensifies, early estimates are that millions could be rapidly displaced, creating a widespread humanitarian crisis.

CLWR partners in Ukraine and in neighbouring countries are closely monitoring the situation and preparing to respond with immediate humanitarian needs including food, shelter, emergency supplies and trauma support.

Your gift today will provide critical aid to families facing this crisis.  Friends and members of St. Peter's are welcome to support and donate to this cause, by including a donation in their offering, identified as CLWR Crisis in Ukraine, or via their website – 

Donate Now https://easternsynod.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d5e56632889b5dce16808ff34&id=cd455d3b75&e=685cb772e6 

…………………….
Update on Ukraine Emergency Appeal -

After so many women, children and elderly people in Ukraine were forced to leave their homes, their need for provisions has become a priority.

Our partners in the ACT Alliance have been able to deliver 278 tons of food and non-food items, and $9.8 million worth of medical equipment, to Ukraine. The delivery of family hygiene kits and family food packages will help to meet the hygiene and nutritional needs of those who were forced to flee so urgently.

In addition, Child Friendly Spaces have been established in Ukraine and across the border in Hungary, two refugee support points have been set up (one in each country), and shelters have been built according to the needs of refugees.

Thank you to the CLWR community for responding so quickly and generously to this appeal. We pray for peace in Ukraine and will continue to share updates from our partners.

…………………………….
IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
……………………….
Rev. Douglas Reble is the Assistant to the Bishop for the Eastern Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada and is also our guest pastor today – welcome!

………………………….
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 724 ‘All Who Love and Serve Your City’ 
1
All who love and serve your city,


all who bear its daily stress,


all who cry for peace and justice,


all who curse and all who bless,

2
In your day of loss and sorrow,


in your day of helpless strife,


honor, peace, and love retreating,


seek the Lord, who is your life.

3
In your day of wealth and plenty,


wasted work and wasted play,


call to mind the word of Jesus,


"You must work while it is day."

4
For all days are days of judgment,


and the Lord is waiting still,


drawing near a world that spurns him,


off'ring peace from Calv'ry's hill.

5
Risen Lord, shall yet the city


be the city of despair?


Come today, our judge, our glory.


Be its name "The Lord is there!"

(Title: All Who Love and Serve Your City; Text: Erik Routley, 1917-1982; Text © 1969 Stainer & Bell Ltd., admin. in USA and Canada by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. For other territories © Stainer & Bell Ltd., 23 Gruneisen Road, London N3 1DZ, UK. www.stainer.co.uk. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Paul D. Weber, b. 1949; © Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
The First Reading:  Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.

Then he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him.

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.” (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 27 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh,

they, my foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall.

Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear.

Though war rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken.

One thing I ask of the Lord; one thing I seek;

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek God in the temple.

For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,

hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.

Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.

Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and make music to the Lord.

Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call;

have mercy on me and answer me.

My heart speaks your message—“Seek my face.”

Your face, O Lord, I will seek.

Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.

Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation.

Though my father and my mother forsake me,

the Lord will take me in.

Teach me your way, O Lord;

lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors.

Subject me not to the will of my foes,

for they rise up against me, false witnesses breathing violence.

This I believe—that I will see the goodness of the Lord
in the land of the living!

Wait for the Lord and be strong.

Take heart and wait for the Lord!*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Philippians 3:17--4:1
Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example you have in us. For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation for Zoom:  WOV # 615 ‘Return to the Lord’ 

Return to the Lord, our God,


return to the Lord our God,


who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

       and abounding in steadfast love.

(Title:  Return to the Lord; Text: Joel 2:13; Public Domain; Music:  Jay Beech, b. 1960; Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 13:31-35
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon by Rev. Douglas Reble
In the name of the God who loves us all, grace to you and peace.

First of all, let me say what a privilege it is to be with you, the members and friends of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Cambridge on this Lord’s day. This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. Yes, even with all the challenges of life right now in church and society and in the world (think Ukraine), let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Before I turn to my message, this is a good time for me to thank you, the members of St. Peter’s, for your continued partnership in ministry with the Eastern Synod. To thank you for your support of the synod and the wider church through your prayers and benevolence offerings over the years. Support which continued even when you were dealing with Covid. It has been said that no one is anyone without everyone. I like that. It tells me we need each other now more than ever. We are in ministry together. No one is anyone without everyone. And, by the way, that thank you extends to your interim minister Pastor Chun Zhang.

As for my sermon, I suspect I do what Pastor Chun does and most if not all of your former pastors and that is preach from one of the assigned lectionary readings for the day. I do it about 90% of the time. Not today. If I had I think I would focus on today’s gospel reading from Luke. When Jesus proclaims “ How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings”, the warmth and comfort those words portray have given much solace over the years. Our world could use a protective mother hen right now. Don’t we all know that.

But, as said, my sermon takes a different direction, this morning. Why? Perhaps my way of offering you some encouragement in these challenging days. So what do I have to say?

Here we are two years exactly into a global pandemic, yes two years as it all began the weekend of March 13-15 in 2020 and I’m not sure the world has ever felt as upside down in my lifetime, in your lifetime, as in 2020 and 2021 and these early days of 2022.  A global pandemic and accompanying economic crisis, political division and discord all over the world, protests for justice and a better world for all people, this recent war in Ukraine, and every week it seems a new catastrophe, or a news story ( or several ) that causes us to roll our eyes and think “Now this?! How much more can we take?!”

Do you remember life before March 13, 2020? Parties, happy hours, and travel. Its more mundane activities included public transit, work days in the office or wherever you work, going to church, choir practices, attending funerals and weddings, shopping for groceries, picking the kids or grandkids up from school, going to their hockey games or dance or music lessons. Hugging people. Oh, how the world changed. Every single one of those elements of “normal life” had been disrupted, destroyed, turned on its head. The world we came to inhabit felt so strange, unfamiliar, and scary. We did not know what the future would hold or how long the season of upheaval and uncertainty would last. Yes, it’s better now but …

I tend to be one who is hopeful most of the time but there have been more than a few times in the last 24 months when I have thought the world is broken. That everything has been messed up. I have longed for the world I knew before. Despite its imperfections and injustices it was a world that was largely comfortable for me and I suspect for many of you.

Do you know what word I came to dislike? Besides Covid, of course. The word, “No!” No, you can’t walk down that aisle of the grocery store, you are going in the wrong direction, can’t you read the arrows. No, you can’t come in here without a mask. No, you can’t see your doctor, if you have one, but she’ll talk to you on the phone. No, you can’t come and eat inside your favourite restaurant, we are at our limit. No, you can’t watch the Toronto Maple Leafs on Saturday night. Can now but couldn’t for months. More seriously, you can’t visit your loved in the nursing or retirement home, your dear friend in the hospital, sometimes even if they were dying.

One no brought me to tears. We were about eight months into Covid. My wife and I were Zooming with our youngest son and his wife who live in British Columbia. No, Mom and Dad, we won’t be home for Christmas. After eight years of living in China and missing Christmas, all in our family were so looking forward to their presence around our table. Sometimes I just don’t like the word “No!” All is not lost, by the way. Our youngest son and his wife welcomed a new little one into the world and we are going to spend time with them and our first grandchild over the long Easter weekend.

So what do you do? What do you do when everything seems like a no? What do you do as a baptized child of God, called in our baptism to be a light to the world when the world seems like one big no? What you do is say “YES!” As hard as it is sometimes you say “YES!”

You said yes when you continued to offer a strong caring Lutheran presence to this community of St. Peter’s, Cambridge and the Cambridge community as best you could during Covid.

And there are other yeses. Important life-giving yeses. Yes to a God who loves us most perfectly in Jesus Christ. For God so loves the world. Yes to a God who loves not only you but every person in the world. A God who is partial to all human beings as it says in the Book of Acts. Yes to a God in whose presence all distinstions of class, clan, nationality, ethnic background, gender and sexual orientation are erased. Yes to a God who changes people by the persuasive power of love not by the coercive power of guilt and fear and violence. In a world of nos, we say yes to a God who suffers with the suffering, mourns with the grieving, is crucified with those who are crucified. Yes to a God who speaks with many voices not always just a Christian voice but through other religions as well. Yes, our world needs to know that everyone belongs to God.

In a world of nos, and we have experienced a lot of them during this pandemic, we say yes to Jesus, who was a human being through whom God participated in human life. Yes to Jesus who often found himself in trouble because he took his place beside the poor, the outcast, and the dispossessed. We say yes to Jesus who asked the right questions and lived the right answers. Yes to Jesus who suffered as we may suffer, died as we must die, and was raised to new life as we shall all be raised. We say yes to Jesus, especially now still in Covid times, whose humanity means ultimate hope for all of humanity.

My sisters and brothers in Christ. What am I trying to say this morning? Trust me, there are more than a few times after 38 years of preaching I have asked myself that. Perhaps it is simply this. That God’s yes is more powerful than the world’s no that we have been living with and that this hurting, sometimes confusing and changing world in which we live needs that God, who loves us most perfectly in Jesus Christ, now more than ever.

That is why I believe that the church, despite all the challenges in this 21st century, all the challenges of these last 24 months, has never been more relevant. Maybe that is what I am trying to say. We need God. We need Jesus. We need you, members and friends of St. Peter’s, Cambridge. Don’t give up. Don’t lose hope. Don’t lose faith.

Christ’s message of peace, sacrificial servant hood, neighbourly love and unconditional justice is exactly what our ailing world needs. Our responsibility as Christians, as followers of Jesus, is to name that and claim that and offer that message right where we are, here in Cambridge on King Street and the Region of Waterloo and, in our homes, our places of work, our places of worship ( online or in person ), our places of play and our places of learning, and to do it in words and actions, in the most clear, caring, loving, and just ways we can. May it be so.

In the name of the God who loves us all. Amen. 

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 613 ‘Thy Holy Wings’ 
 1
Thy holy wings, O Savior,


spread gently over me,


and let me rest securely


through good and ill in thee.


Oh, be my strength and portion,


my rock and hiding place,


and let my ev'ry moment


be lived within thy grace.

2
Oh, let me nestle near thee,


within thy downy breast


where I will find sweet comfort


and peace within thy nest.


Oh, close thy wings around me


and keep me safely there,


for I am but a newborn


and need thy tender care.

3
Oh, wash me in the waters


of Noah's cleansing flood.


Give me a willing spirit,


a heart both clean and good.


Oh, take into thy keeping


thy children great and small,


and while we sweetly slumber,


enfold us one and all.

(Title: Thy Holy Wings; Text:   Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. Composite, Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent. www.selahpub.com;  All rights reserved; Used by permission. Music: Swedish folk tune; arr.hymnal version Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved; Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

You gather the church into a community of mercy and grace. Unify Christians around the globe in efforts to proclaim good news even in the face of opposition and to protect those whose lives are imperiled by the gospel. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
You create the entire universe and call it good. Hinder those who would cause further destruction to our planet’s fragile ecosystems, and augment the calls of those who advocate for thoughtful stewardship of the earth’s resources. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
You raise up leaders committed to love and justice. Nurture in those who govern patience to receive criticism, openness to new ideas, and courage to change course when needed for the sake of the common good. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
You hear us when we cry to you. Attend to those expecting a child, and console those who have experienced miscarriage. Comfort veterans enduring post-traumatic stress. Shield those endangered by domestic violence. Uphold those who are ill or grieving especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
You kindle faith that moves us into action. Guide children and adults preparing for baptism or confirmation. Empower Sunday school teachers, confirmation leaders, and parents who share their faith with younger generations. Give us all a renewed sense of vocation. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

You welcome us into your heavenly realm. We give thanks for those whose labors on earth are ended and who now rest with you. On the final day, gather all of us, with them, in your loving arms. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Extravagant God,

you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.

Now we gather at your feast

where you offer us the food that satisfies.

Take and use what we offer here, come among us,

and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsiaRdyFr50
The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. 
Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. 
Amen.
Communion
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal. 

Communion Hymn:  ELW # 262 ‘Wait for the Lord’ 
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.

Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!

(Title: Wait for the Lord; Text & Music:  Text: Taizé Community; Music:  Jacques Berthier 1923-1994; Text & Music  © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion:
Blessed Jesus,

in this rich meal of grace,

you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.

Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope

to a world in need.

Amen.*
Blessing:
You are children of God,

anointed with the oil of gladness

and strengthened for the journey.

Almighty God,

motherly, majestic, and mighty,

☩ bless you this day and always.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 321 ‘Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church’ 

1. Eternal Lord of love, behold your church

walking once more the pilgrim way of Lent,

led by your cloud by day, by night your fire,

moved by your love and toward your presence bent:

far off yet here—the goal of all desire.

2. So daily dying to the way of self, 

so daily living to your way of love,

we walk the road, Lord Jesus, that you trod,

knowing ourselves baptized into your death:

so we are dead and live with you in God.

3. If dead in you, so in you we arise,

you the firstborn of all the faithful dead;

and as through stony ground the green shoots break,

glorious in springtime dress of leaf and flow'r,

so into life and glory shall we wake.

(Title:  Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church; Text:  Thomas H. Cain, b. 1931-2003; Text © Thomas H. Cain; All rights reserved. Used by permission of estate; Music: Trente quartre pseaumes de David, Geneva 1551; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace.  Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard  Version Bible,  copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
