10

July 3, 2022  Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  – Email Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on July 3rd, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship July 3rd, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83984034305?pwd=aGc1ZnNqOGw1S0V6QnpJVUFleHRUZz09
Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305             Passcode: 369876

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+14388097799,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada   

+15873281099,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada 

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305           Passcode: 369876

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keB7RpIoc4
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until July 17 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZckf-2orT8pGtF86ZjWkWNUvlKx9331K_SM/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGrpzMuGteRsxmCRpwqHYqgLPTztilejbd7xEnfCRdYVS3DIO5pKussQ4n7 

…………………………….

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………..

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.
Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
……………………..

Greenhorizons BigYellowBag - GIVE & GROW Program for Soil and Mulch
This fundraiser is open to all and enables each one of us to raise funds for St. Peters.  If you don’t have a lawn or garden, not a problem, you can still help by spreading the word to your neighbours, friends and relatives. 
Each time that an order is placed at Greenhorizons Sod at 519-653-7494 for a BigYellowBag of soil, or mulch using the code STPETERS22, you will save $5.00, and the church will receive $10.00.   Mulch is the perfect addition to any garden, it helps retain moisture, combats weeds, and makes your garden look great. 

Spread the word, and the soil or the mulch!
…………………………

Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.

…………………

Re-opening of Ellis Chapel

A 161st anniversary service will take place on Sunday August 14, 2022 at 2:30 pm with special guest speaker Rev. John Phillips from St James Anglican Church, Cambridge. Refreshments will be served in the chapel gardens following the service.

A concert by the award-winning Canadian bluegrass band, RESCUE JUNCTION will take place on Sunday October 2, 2022 at 2 pm with the price of admission a freewill offering. 

The chapel is located at 6705 Ellis Road in Puslinch Township. Additional information is available at ellischapel@sympatico.ca  or 519-767-2462
…….........................
Yard Sale

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church - Fellowship Hall Entrance

Friday, July 15th 2 pm – 7 pm

Saturday, July 16th 8 – 2 pm

All are welcome to come!!!!

Please help us spread the word

…………………………
Here are the YouTube links for the last two Sundays:

Sunday June 19, 2022, https://youtu.be/RKMCnJ1QEng  Sermon by Interim Pastor Chun Zhang (Please note sound quality for this video is poor. We apologize for the inconvenience)

Sunday June 26, 2022, https://youtu.be/HCBdZC-ZMuE Sermon written by Interim Pastor Chun Zhang and read by Lay Worship Leader Aaron Berg, Service led by Lay Worship Leader Karolyn Heubner.

…………………………

Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land YouTube Link:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c 
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land: 

We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 576 ‘We All Are One in Mission’
1
We all are one in mission;


we all are one in call,


our varied gifts united


by Christ, the Lord of all.


A single great commission


compels us from above


to plan and work together


that all may know Christ's love.

2
We all are called for service,


to witness in God's name.


Our ministries are diff'rent;


our purpose is the same:


to touch the lives of others


with God's surprising grace,


so ev'ry folk and nation


may feel God's warm embrace.

3
Now let us be united,


and let our song be heard.


Now let us be a vessel


for God's redeeming Word.


We all are one in mission;


we all are one in call,


our varied gifts united


by Christ, the Lord of all.

(Title:  We All Are One in Mission; Text:  Rusty Edwards, b. 1955; Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Finnish folk tune; arr. hymnal version © 2006 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved.  Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:  
O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that shelters us, the mother who comforts us. With your Spirit accompany us on our life’s journey, that we may spread your peace in all the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
The First Reading: Isaiah 66:10-14
Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her,
  all you who love her;
 rejoice with her in joy,
  all you who mourn over her—
 that you may nurse and be satisfied
  from her consoling breast;
 that you may drink deeply with delight
  from her glorious bosom.
 For thus says the Lord:
 I will extend prosperity to her like a river,
  and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream;
 and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm,
  and dandled on her knees.
 As a mother comforts her child,
  so I will comfort you;
  you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.
 You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice;
  your bodies shall flourish like the grass;
 and it shall be known that the hand of the Lord is with his servants,
  and his indignation is against his enemies. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm:  66:1-9 
Be joyful in God, all you lands;

be joyful, all the earth.

Sing the glory of God’s name;

sing the glory of God’s praise.

Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!

Because of your great strength your enemies cringe before you.

All the earth bows down before you,

sings to you, sings out your name.”

Come now and see the works of God,

how awesome are God’s deeds toward all people.

God turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the water on foot,

and there we rejoiced in God.

Ruling forever in might, God keeps watch over the nations;

let no rebels exalt themselves.

Bless our God, you peoples;

let the sound of praise be heard.

Our God has kept us among the living

and has not allowed our feet to slip.*

(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Galatians 6:1-16
My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. For if those who are nothing think they are something, they deceive themselves. All must test their own work; then that work, rather than their neighbor’s work, will become a cause for pride. For all must carry their own loads.

Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with their teacher.

Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.

See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand! It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that try to compel you to be circumcised—only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. Even the circumcised do not themselves obey the law, but they want you to be circumcised so that they may boast about your flesh. May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything! As for those who will follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation: Setting Four Allelulia (Page 151)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.*
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’ ”
“Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.”
The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!” He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
These days, when you turn on the TV or open newspapers, there is more bad news than good ones.

Just some examples: Canada’s inflation rate is now at 7.7%, the highest since 1983. The Gas price is the highest in history in May this year. The Russian and Ukraine war is still hot, and it seems that Ukraine troops is retreating. 

Last week, when I read last year’s ELCIC annual report. What we learned from this report was not so encouraging either. According to the report, from 1986 to 2021, our national church’s membership declined 40%, and offering declined 34%. 

It shows that neither our country nor our church is doing our business well. Let’s put the country part aside today, and pay attention to the church part now. 

Somebody may ask - what is the church’s business? It is a good question. From the Bible, Church’s business is described in a couple of verses from Matthew 28: 19-20: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.

It sounds very straightforward, what the church should do is make Jesus known among people, bring them into the church, and make them disciples of Jesus. 

In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus sent 72 disciples out to do church’s business. Jesus sent them to the world to share the peace from God, and to preach the good news that “the kingdom of God is near.” This passage used to be one of the most favorite passages for the early churches in 1st, 2nd and 3rd century, but somehow it becomes quite embarrassing moment for many churches today to read it publicly in Sunday services, because these days, we rarely send any missionaries out from our churches anymore. The mission of the church has come to be regarded as something that only a few specially called professionals carry out. The sending out of the 72 reminds us that Jesus sent out not just the Twelve, but perhaps all of his male followers. Nowadays, only a few churches such as the Mormons and Jehovah's Witnesses still send out ordinary members on missions, sharing their faith door to door, but sadly, most churches have abandoned that practice.

Why? When I took my seminary education 20 years, I did relocate to Waterloo, instead, I still lived and worked part-time in Toronto. To take advantage of this situation, I got the chance to take quite some courses at the Toronto Schools of Theology. From Knox College, I enrolled in a course called Understanding Evangelism. In the course description, the professor acknowledged that the word “evangelism” is too exciting and scary for most nowadays churchgoers. And one of the most challenging assignments was to prepare a one-minute message and preach it on the corner of Yonge and Bloor Street. 

You may be interested to know how I did this street evangelism assignment. Well, to tell you the truth. I didn’t get chance to take that course, because - due to the low enrolment, this course had been canceled. But I did hear from my schoolmate who took this course share his experience. In his own words, the moment he stood on the corner of Main Street, he almost peed in his pants. “But isn’t it what we are called to do as Christians?” he later asked me. 

Several years, during the Synod assembly, our Bishop Michael Pryse shared his experience of doing white water rafting in the Ottawa River. And he shared what he learned from that rather exciting and scary adventure. 

According to Bishop Michael, doing church business is like riding a boat rafting in the white water river. 

The first thing you learn is – don’t be surprised if the boat doesn’t go where you want it to go.

We, as a church, are a community on a trip together. All of us paddle. Sometimes we paddle together and sometimes not. Sometimes we read the waters well and sometimes not so well. That’s the way it is! That’s the way it always has been. That’s the way it always will be. We need to learn to live with it.

The second thing – don’t be fooled by the calm places, there will be more white water soon.

Now and then, we may experience some quiet time and better financial situation. But don’t lose our focus, because the difficult challenge is never too far away. It is always approaching us, and it will hit us sooner or later.

Number three – if you get into trouble, don’t panic.

When in rough water it is hard to keep your head. So, please stay cool, combat anxiety. The bottom line is that you don’t make good decisions when you are anxious and panicky.

Number four – if you go under water, let go of everything, for eventually you will come back up.

Bishop Michael mentioned that at one of the joint meeting of the Lutheran and Anglican Houses of Bishop – in the midst of the toughest days in dealing with residential school issues – Archbishop Tom Morgan said, “in the end of it all, if we should lose everything – all we need is the book, the loaf and the cup and we are back in business.”

Number five – white water is what you came for. Enjoy it. 

As difficult as this time in our life might be, there is always the great commission that Jesus gave to all his disciples including you and me. Enjoy it then. Doing church business is scary, it is way too exciting than we can handle sometimes. But isn’t it what we are called to do as Christians?

And the last – Everyone paddles furiously to get somewhere, but ultimately it is the current that takes you downstream.

Trust the Spirit of God. The Spirit will do with us and with the circumstances – whatever the Spirit will. And at the end of the day, we need to trust that God will have God’s way with us. There is something amazingly comforting in reminding ourselves of reality. We say this, not to let ourselves off the hook for responding to this or any other challenging moment, but as a way of reminding ourselves that regardless of our frailties, our weaknesses, and failings, that God’s will, will indeed be done.
Hymn of the Day: ELW # 583 ‘Take My Life, That I May Be’
Refrain


Take my life, that I may be


consecrated, Lord, to thee;


take my moments and my days;


let them flow in ceaseless praise.

1
Take my hands and let them move


at the impulse of thy love;


take my feet and let them be


swift and beautiful for thee.  Refrain

2
Take my silver and my gold,


not a mite would I withhold;


take my intellect and use


ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.  Refrain 
3
Take my voice and let me sing


always, only for my King;


take my lips and let them be


filled with messages from thee.  Refrain 
4
Take my will and make it thine;


it shall be no longer mine;


take my heart, it is thine own;


it shall be thy royal throne.  Refrain

(Title:  Take My Life, That I May Be; Text:  Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, adap.; Spanish text: Vicente Mendoza, 1875-1955; Public Domain; Music:   William Dexhheimer Parris, b. 1956; arr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954; Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Lord of the harvest, you send your church into the world to proclaim Christ’s new creation to all. Renew the church as it carries out your mission of peace and healing. We pray for missionaries who accompany your people. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Your creation abounds with flowing waters and diverse creatures. Guide the work of climate scientists as they develop and advocate ways to restore earth’s natural balance. Motivate humankind to adopt lifestyles that protect and sustain the earth. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
You guard the nations; let no leaders exalt themselves, but lift up the most vulnerable and work for the good of all. Send your Spirit to eradicate classism and inequity, violence and war, poverty and hunger. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
You desire abundant life for all. As we celebrate Independence Day, instill in us gratitude, generosity, and persistence in working toward freedom for all people. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Mothering God, you care for all people in need. Nourish those who are hungry. Restore employment to those who have lost work. Heal those who are sick, and comfort all who are dying or grieving especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Gloria, Shirley and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember the saints who proclaimed your reign on earth and now rest in you especially Thomas the Apostle, whom we remember today. Make us faithful in our witness to Christ’s new creation. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
God of abundance:

you have set before us a plentiful harvest.

As we feast on your goodness,

strengthen us to labor in your field,

and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,

in the name of Jesus.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/9xBMp4ElkcM 
The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. 
Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
 Amen.
Communion
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Music: ELW # 483 ‘Here is the Bread’

1   Here is bread here is wine
    Christ is with us He is with us
    Break the bread drink the wine
    Christ is with us here

Chorus

     In this bread there is healing
    In this cup there's life forever
    In this moment by the Spirit
   Christ is with us here

2   Here is grace here is peace
     Christ is with us He is with us
     Know His grace find His peace
     Feast on Jesus here

Chorus

     In this bread there is healing
    In this cup there's life forever
    In this moment by the Spirit
   Christ is with us here

3   Here we are joined in one
    Christ is with us He is with us
    We'll proclaim 'til He comes
    Jesus crucified

Chorus

     In this bread there is healing
    In this cup there's life forever
    In this moment by the Spirit
   Christ is with us here

(Title: Here Is Bread Here Is Wine; Text & Music: Graham Kendrick Text and music © 1991 Make Way Music, admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI, License #11098609.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
Life-giving God,

through this meal you have bandaged our wounds

and fed us with your mercy.

Now send us forth to live for others,

both friend and stranger,

that all may come to know your love.

This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.*
Blessing:
The God of peace,

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you, comfort you,

and show you the path of life this day and always. Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 829 ‘Have You Thanked the Lord?’
Refrain

Have you thanked the Lord?


Have you praised God's name?


Don't you know that no tomorrow is quite the same?


Have you thanked the Lord?


Have you knelt in prayer,


and rejoiced that, rain or sunshine, our God is there?

1
Hallelujah! Thank the Lord for sun, sand, and sea,


ev'ry star at night that shines for you and me.


Blessings so many come our way:


have you thanked the Lord today?  Refrain
2
Hallelujah! Paradise we taste where we are;


summer breezes, winter warmth are never far.


God's love is ever on display:


have you thanked the Lord today?  Refrain
3
Hallelujah! Joy and peace the Savior will bring.


Grace amazing! So we lift our voice and sing,


grateful when clouds are bright or gray:


have you thanked the Lord today?  Refrain

(Title: Have You Thanked the Lord? Text:  Bill LaMotta, 1919-1980; Text © Bill (Wilbur) LaMotta, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Music: tune © Bill LaMotta, aka Wilbur LaMotta Arr. © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.

C: Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
