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July 17, 2022 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost – Email Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on July 17th, 2022, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship July 17th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83984034305?pwd=aGc1ZnNqOGw1S0V6QnpJVUFleHRUZz09
Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305             Passcode: 369876

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+14388097799,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada   

+15873281099,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada 

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305           Passcode: 369876

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keB7RpIoc4
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until July 17 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZckf-2orT8pGtF86ZjWkWNUvlKx9331K_SM/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGrpzMuGteRsxmCRpwqHYqgLPTztilejbd7xEnfCRdYVS3DIO5pKussQ4n7
…………………………….

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………..

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.
Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
……………………..

Greenhorizons BigYellowBag - GIVE & GROW Program for Soil and Mulch
This fundraiser is open to all and enables each one of us to raise funds for St. Peters.  If you don’t have a lawn or garden, not a problem, you can still help by spreading the word to your neighbours, friends and relatives. 

Each time that an order is placed at Greenhorizons Sod at 519-653-7494 for a BigYellowBag of soil, or mulch using the code STPETERS22, you will save $5.00, and the church will receive $10.00.   Mulch is the perfect addition to any garden, it helps retain moisture, combats weeds, and makes your garden look great. 

Spread the word, and the soil or the mulch!
…………………………

Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.

…………………

Yard Sale (Masks are required)

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church - Fellowship Hall Entrance

Saturday, July 23rd 8 – 2 pm

All are welcome to come!!!!

Please help us spread the word

…………………………

………………………… 

Welcome remarks:  Hazel & Nyle Schmidt will be celebrating their 65th wedding anniversary on July 20th!  Wishing you God’s richest blessings!
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:
We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 588 ‘There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy’
1
There's a wideness in God's mercy,



like the wideness of the sea;


there's a kindness in God's justice


which is more than liberty.


There is no place where earth's sorrows


are more felt than up in heav'n.


There is no place where earth's failings


have such kindly judgment giv'n.

2
There is welcome for the sinner,


and a promised grace made good;


there is mercy with the Savior;


there is healing in his blood.


There is grace enough for thousands


of new worlds as great as this;


there is room for fresh creations


in that upper home of bliss.

3
For the love of God is broader


than the measures of our mind;


and the heart of the Eternal


is most wonderfully kind.


But we make this love too narrow


by false limits of our own;


and we magnify its strictness


with a zeal God will not own.

4
'Tis not all we owe to Jesus;


it is something more than all:


greater good because of evil,


larger mercy through the fall.


Make our love, O God, more faithful;


let us take you at your word,


and our lives will be thanksgiving


for the goodness of the Lord.

(Title: There's a Wideness in God's Mercy; Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.; Public Domain; Music: North American, 19th cent.; Arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid the cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
The First Reading: Genesis 18:1-10a 
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 15
Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle?

Who may abide upon your holy hill?

Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,

who speak the truth from their heart;

they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;

they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord.

They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.

They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent.

Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.*

(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Colossians 1:15-28 
Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.

And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him—provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel.

I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. I became its servant according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 10:38-42
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Now as Jesus and his disciples went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
I have to admit that today's passage from the Gospel of Luke is a very difficult text to preach. In fact, be honest – at first, I tried to avoid it, and I looked at all the other Scripture passages for today, hoping to find something I was more comfortable with. But I was not so successful.

You might wonder why such a nice little story about Mary and Martha is difficult to preach. Think about it. Think about all the wonderful people – not just women, but men, too – who actually DO all the works in the churches, think about what we would do without them if they suddenly decided to take this story literally to stop their work, right when we need them to be pouring the coffee and putting out the baked goods and fixing the broken faucet and changing the light bulbs. What would happen to church potlucks and, by extension, our gathering of food for the Community Food Bank? Is that what this story of Mary and Martha is all about – that sitting and listening and praying and learning are more important than cooking the meal or laying out the welcome mat? I don’t think so. Actually, no pastor in his or her right mind would suggest such a thing, and I don't believe that it's what Jesus was trying to say, either.

Then, how do we take today’s Gospel passage? I suggest that we might read today's passage as part two of Luke's record on Jesus’ teaching about how to be a faithful follower of God, and how to inherit eternal life. The story about the Good Samaritan taught us about loving our neighbor, and today's story is about loving God. In the first story, Jesus identified that the lawyer’s problem was not being able to DO what he knew.

But in today’s story, Jesus suggested that action ONLY cannot save us either; all our efforts and deeds are to be balanced and even nourished by times of doing absolutely nothing but sitting and being with God. 

We live in a world of busyness. Everybody has a long to-do list, and when the list has finally been completed, it gives us a sense of satisfaction and even security. Our days are full, one after another, of many things, and our minds are full and overflowed, worried and distracted, like Martha, by many things. 

Can you imagine what life would be like, even for a little while, without all of the things that keep us busy? I remember when we had the massive blackout several years ago and the people in our neighborhood couldn’t do anything but sit on their porches and front steps to greet people passing by, and people walked up and down the streets and talked to one another, about the power failure, about what others needed, about almost everything and anything.

If spending time with each other can help us to know one another better, and bring each other closer, can you imagine quiet time for our inner lives in being with God, abiding with God, tending our relationship with God, listening to the quiet still voice of God still speaking to us, can make difference in our lives? 

We do so much talking in our churches – I know, we're very big on "the Word" – but it seems to me we can't hear God still speaking if we don't stop just sometimes but regularly – and just sit and listen, like Mary at the feet of Jesus. How can the still-speaking God get a word passing over the cell phones, voicemails, television programs, and radio messages that bombard us? 

I like to think about what Jesus may have been saying to Mary there in the living room, while Martha banged around in the kitchen, annoyed at her sister for not helping her out. 

It seems that Jesus has chosen the most unlikely teachers for us, one a hated Samaritan and the other, a lowly woman. Jesus didn’t ask us to follow a respected Pharisee or lawyer, not an authoritative expert or a great prophet, but a Samaritan and a woman to teach us that hearing and doing go together. The point of the two stories together is that it's not hearing OR doing, it is hearing AND doing the Word of God that makes us faithful disciples. If we are so busy doing that we can't stop to listen to God, well, then our lives will remain full, but unfulfilled.

That’s the twist in these two stories from the Gospel of Luke. When the lawyer talked about eternal life, it’s easy to think of doing whatever we need to do as the way to “earn” our salvation so we can go to heaven when we die. But Jesus understood that the fulfillment of the promises of God has already begun, and our salvation is from believing, from trusting God, from the faith given by the grace of God we can taste and feel God’s salvation fulfilled in our own lives. Amen.

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 484 ‘You Satisfy the Hungry Heart’ (Gift of Finest Wheat)
Refrain

You satisfy the hungry heart


with gift of finest wheat.


Come give to us, O saving Lord,


the bread of life to eat.

1
As when the shepherd calls his sheep,


they know and heed his voice;


so when you call your fam'ly, Lord,


we follow and rejoice.  Refrain
2
With joyful lips we sing to you


our praise and gratitude


that you should count us worthy, Lord,


to share this heav'nly food.  Refrain
3
Is not the cup we bless and share


the blood of Christ outpoured?


Do not one cup, one loaf, declare


our oneness in the Lord?  Refrain
4
The myst'ry of your presence, Lord,


no mortal tongue can tell:


whom all the world cannot contain


comes in our hearts to dwell.  Refrain
5
You give yourself to us, O Lord;


then selfless let us be,


to serve each other in your name


in truth and charity.  Refrain
(Title:  You Satisfy the Hungry Heart (Gift of Finest Wheat)) Text:  Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997; Text © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  Robert E. Kreutz, 1922-1996; Music © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.

A brief silence.
Ever-present God, in Christ you fill all things. As your church gathers to hear your word, share your meal, and receive your blessing, teach us to welcome strangers as we have been welcomed by you. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Through Christ you created all things, visible and invisible. Teach humankind to honor and protect all creation, including living things that remain hidden from our eyes such as air, atmosphere, molecules, and microscopic creatures. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Through Christ you reconcile all things. Motivate those in power to end enslavement, dehumanization, or brutality of any kind in the spirit of Bartolomé de Las Casas, whom we commemorate today and to protect and improve the lives of Indigenous peoples. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Through Christ you bring peace. Assure all who are worried and distracted by many things of your constant presence. Soothe those suffering in mind, body, or spirit. Sustain all who are afflicted and those who serve as caregivers for those healing in illness especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Gloria, Shirley and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
In Christ you make your word fully known. Inspire this worshiping community to abide fully in your word as we sit at the feet of Jesus. Bless the ministry of teachers and Bible study leaders. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

In Christ you brought forth the firstborn from the dead. We give thanks for the saints you have gathered at your table. Gather us with them in your eternal glory. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping. Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
God of abundance:

you have set before us a plentiful harvest.

As we feast on your goodness,

strengthen us to labor in your field,

and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,

in the name of Jesus.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/9xBMp4ElkcM 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
Communion:
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Prayer after Communion
Life-giving God,

through this meal you have bandaged our wounds

and fed us with your mercy.

Now send us forth to live for others,

both friend and stranger,

that all may come to know your love.

This we pray in the name of Jesus.

Amen.*
Blessing:
The God of peace,

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you, comfort you,

and show you the path of life

this day and always. 
Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 856 ‘How Great Thou Art’
1
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder


consider all the works thy hand hath made,


I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,


thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed;

Refrain

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,


how great thou art! How great thou art!


Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,


how great thou art! How great thou art!

2
When through the woods and forest glades I wander,


I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;


when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur


and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;  Refrain
3
But when I think that God, his Son not sparing,


sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,


that on the cross my burden gladly bearing


he bled and died to take away my sin;  Refrain
4
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,


and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!


Then I shall bow in humble adoration


and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!”  Refrain
(Title: How Great Thou Art; Text:  Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989. Text © 1953 S.K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc., 35255 Brooten Road, Pacific City, OR 97135 (ASCAP). Renewed 1981. All rights reserved. (ASCAP) Music: Swedish folk tune; adapt Stuart K. Hine; Music © 1953 S.K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc., 35255 Brooten Road, Pacific City, OR 97135 (ASCAP). Renewed 1981. All rights reserved. (ASCAP) Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI License #11098609.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.

C: Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
