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July 10, 2022 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost – Email Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on July 10th, 2022, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship July 10th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83984034305?pwd=aGc1ZnNqOGw1S0V6QnpJVUFleHRUZz09
Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305             Passcode: 369876

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+14388097799,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada   

+15873281099,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada 

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305           Passcode: 369876

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keB7RpIoc4
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until July 17 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZckf-2orT8pGtF86ZjWkWNUvlKx9331K_SM/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGrpzMuGteRsxmCRpwqHYqgLPTztilejbd7xEnfCRdYVS3DIO5pKussQ4n7
…………………………….

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………..

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.
Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
……………………..

Greenhorizons BigYellowBag - GIVE & GROW Program for Soil and Mulch
This fundraiser is open to all and enables each one of us to raise funds for St. Peters.  If you don’t have a lawn or garden, not a problem, you can still help by spreading the word to your neighbours, friends and relatives. 

Each time that an order is placed at Greenhorizons Sod at 519-653-7494 for a BigYellowBag of soil, or mulch using the code STPETERS22, you will save $5.00, and the church will receive $10.00.   Mulch is the perfect addition to any garden, it helps retain moisture, combats weeds, and makes your garden look great. 

Spread the word, and the soil or the mulch!
…………………………

Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.

…………………

Pastor Tim Dawkins is our guest pastor today!
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:
We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 879 ‘For the Beauty of the Earth’
1
For the beauty of the earth,


for the beauty of the skies,


for the love which from our birth


over and around us lies:

Refrain

Christ, our God, to thee we raise


this our sacrifice of praise.

2
For the wonder of each hour


of the day and of the night,


hill and vale and tree and flow'r,


sun and moon and stars of light:  Refrain
3
For the joy of ear and eye,


for the heart and mind's delight,


for the mystic harmony


linking sense to sound and sight:  Refrain
4
For the joy of human love,


brother, sister, parent, child,


friends on earth and friends above;


for all gentle thoughts and mild:  Refrain
5
For each perfect gift of thine,


peace on earth and joy in heav'n;


for thyself, best gift divine,


to our world so freely giv'n:  Refrain

(Title: For the Beauty of the Earth; Text:  Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.; Public Domain; Music: Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving care. Hear the cries of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our neighbors with the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
The First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:9-14
The Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the Lord will again take delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your ancestors, when you obey the Lord your God by observing his commandments and decrees that are written in this book of the law, because you turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.

Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for you, nor is it too far away. It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will go up to heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 25:1-10
To you, O Lord,

I lift up my soul.

My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,

nor let my enemies triumph over me.

Let none who look to you be put to shame;

rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.

Show me your ways, O Lord,

and teach me your paths.

Lead me in your truth and teach me,

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.

Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,

for they are from everlasting.

Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;

remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

You are gracious and upright, O Lord;

therefore you teach sinners in your way.

You lead the lowly in justice

and teach the lowly your way.

All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness

to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.*

(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Colossians 1:1-14
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
 To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father.
In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit.

For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C:  Thanks be to God.*
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 10:25-37
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Supply Pastor Tim Dawkins’ voice here)
Today’s passage, the parable about the Good Samaritan, is one of my favourites in the bible and it is really about the nature of love.  Before delving into the meaning of the parable, I would like, though, to provide you some background information in order to create the backdrop for my message today.

To begin with, Jesus was once again being tested.  As Jesus ministry appealed to the populace, the religious authorities became increasingly hostile toward him.  They found his teachings contradicted their interpretation of the Law of Moses.  They resented Jesus because he associated with people whom they despised.  As a result, they plotted to bring about his downfall.  One of the methods they adopted was to try to trip him up by making some statement which they could use in evidence against him.  And who could be better qualified to do this than a lawyer!  The whole dialogue was to test and trap Jesus!

The journey from Jerusalem to Jericho was well known for its danger.  While it was only 17 miles between towns, it was very steep, winding and treacherous which allowed many places for robbers to hide.  In fact, it was so bad that the name of the road was the way of blood.  In the spring of 2007, I went to Israel with a group of other Lutherans.  I remember traveling from Jerusalem to the Dead Sean and passing by Jericho.  The road was very steep and winding.  You see, the elevation drops from 2,300 feet above sea level in Jerusalem to 1,100 feet below sea level in Jericho.  That is a drop of 3,400 feet!  While it is safe to drive on the road today, in Jesus time, this can be a very believable story to those who were listening. Another reason for not helping was that it could have been dangerous for them to do so – the robbers might still be nearby.  They could argue that it would be unbiblical for them to stop – if the man was in fact dead they would be ritually defiled and thus unable to perform their religious functions without going through the inconvenient procedure of ceremonial cleansing.  They could also justify their neglect of the injured man because their interpretation of the law of love put them under no obligation to those outside their own race and religion.

A final reason to justify their lack of real love is the concept of Charity begins at home.  This concept set limits in applying Gods command to love.  The Jews of Jesus time were selective as to who benefited from expressions of Christian love.  They raised barriers as to who was qualified for their caring.  It is much harder to show love to those who appear to us as unlovely.  It is only when we see these neighbours as beloved of God that our self-made barriers will collapse wounded and hurting.  Some have been robbed by the harshness of life; others have been left half-dead as a result of their own folly or life choices.  Some have been damaged by abandonment or insincere love.  We come across these people often in our daily contacts.  We never know when our opportunity will come to be their neighbor.  What should we do when that time comes?  We can learn from the Samaritan who provides us examples of loving our neighbor!

When we learn real love from the Good Samaritan, we are painted a picture of someone with & the eyes of understanding.  The Samaritan immediately saw the need.  He didn’t need any prodding, no visions, no voices.  As Jesus put it when he saw him, he recognized the need.  Our understanding is to be driven, not by the worth of the recipient but by the need.  Our task is to look to God for guidance, to see genuine need, to have spiritual discernment, so that when we find ourselves alongside someone in need, we can minister Christ to the person.

When we learn real love from the Good Samaritan, we are painted a picture of someone with & the heart of love.  Jesus said the Samaritan was moved with pity.  There was such a compelling power in the Samaritan’s heart that he couldn’t just stand still.  He had to do something.  A heart full of compassion is always followed by action.  It might result in moving in situations which, humanly speaking, might be avoided.  But the love of Christ breaks down barriers.  The Good Samaritan broke through the racial barrier, putting the priest and the Levite to shame.  A heart of love always results in some positive action.  When we learn real love from the Good Samaritan, we are painted a picture of someone with & the hands of caring.  The Samaritan ministered to the victim of the robbery: he went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them.  Caring can be costly.  It took time to stop by the beaten man to give him first aid.  The priest and the Levite were both busy men, but they were too busy if they couldn’t spare the time to help someone in need.  Orderly lives are good and proper, but sometimes they have to give way to a priority call if the Spirit of God urges us this way.

Caring can cost money.  The Samaritan gave freely of his own resources:  then he put him on this own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said Take care of him; and when I come back, I repay you whatever more you spend.  Caring requires commitment.  We can be sure that our Lord won’t ask of us more than we can give, for God knows all of our circumstances.  

After seeing the portrait of the Good Samaritan and we stand back a little to take in the whole picture, there is only one person who fully fits the picture.  It is our savior and Lord, Jesus Christ.  We learn real love from the Good Samaritan but it is the picture of Christ that gives us our neighbours the ultimate love.  It is rather striking that the previous chapter in the gospel records that Jesus set his face to go to Jerusalem.  It was journey which ended on the Cross.  Here is the ultimate model of love. He cared when caring was expensive.  Our guilt was enormous, but on the Cross he took on himself all our liabilities and, on the Cross, paid for us in full.

This is a story about Bob Pierce.  He advanced leukemia.  He went to visit a friend in Indonesia before he died.  As they were walking the rough a small village, they came upon a young girl lying on a bamboo mat next to a river.  She was dying of cancer and she only had a short time to live.  Bob was upset.  He said why isn’t she in a clinic?  Why isn’t someone taking care of her?  His friend explained that she was from the jungle and she wished to spend her last days next to the river, where it was cool and familiar.  As Bob gazed at her, he felt such compassion that he got down on his knees in the much and took her hand.  He began stroking it.  Although she didn’t understand him, he prayed for her.  Afterwards, she looked up and said something.  What did she say? Bob asked his friend.  His friend replied she said, If I could only sleep again.  Bob began to weep.  Then he reached into his pocket and took out his own sleeping pills.  The ones his doctor had given him because the pain of his leukemia was too great for him to sleep at night.  He handed the bottle to his friend.  You make sure this young lady gets a good night’s sleep as long as these pills last.  Bob was ten days away from where he could get his prescription refilled.  That meant ten painful and restless nights.  That day his servant hood cost him greatly.  But even in the midst of his suffering, God had given him a sense of satisfaction that he had done the right thing.  Even though he was from the other side of the world, Bob Pierce was a neighbor to this young lady.  He was a Good Samaritan.  

In the last verse of the parable, Jesus tells us to go and do likewise.  This is the way we’re supposed to live.  This is the standard.  The Good Samaritan in today’s passage and Bob Pierce are shining examples of real love and this standard.  We cannot hope, though, to keep this great commandment.   

That is why you and I also need a Good Samaritan.  Our Good Samaritan is Jesus Christ.  He is a good neighbor to everyone who commits their life to him.  He shed his blood on the cross to pay for all our sins.  I invite you to him today.  In today’s passage, he asks us to love God and our neighbor.  It is not always popular, convenient or cheap to follow the example of the Good Samaritan but it is the right way.  His is the way of eternal life, joy and unconditional love.  Now go and do likewise.  

Amen.

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 712 ‘Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service’
1
Lord, whose love in humble service


bore the weight of human need,


who upon the cross, forsaken,


worked your mercy's perfect deed:


we, your servants, bring the worship


not of voice alone, but heart;


consecrating to your purpose


ev'ry gift which you impart.

2
Still your children wander homeless;


still the hungry cry for bread;


still the captives long for freedom;


still in grief we mourn our dead.


As you, Lord, in deep compassion


healed the sick and freed the soul,


by your Spirit send your power


to our world to make it whole.

3
As we worship, grant us vision,


till your love's revealing light


in its height and depth and greatness


dawns upon our quickened sight,


making known the needs and burdens


your compassion bids us bear,


stirring us to ardent service,


your abundant life to share.

4
Called by worship to your service,


forth in your dear name we go,


to the child, the youth, the aged, 


love in living deeds to show;


hope and health, good will and comfort,


counsel, aid and peace we give,


that your servants, Lord, in freedom


may your mercy know and live.

(Title: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service; Text:   Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984; Text © 1961 Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns, Arr. © 1978, 1985 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Good and gracious God, you have placed your word of love in the heart of your church. Fill your church with compassion, that we bear the fruit of your healing mercy to a broken world. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
You created the earth with seeds sprouting up to new life. We pray for the flourishing of fruit trees and orchards, vines and bushes. Prosper the work of those who plant, tend, harvest, and gather. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Show us your ways and teach us your paths of justice and love. Raise up community and national leaders to challenge and dismantle societal structures that perpetuate ethnic, racial, and religious profiling and discrimination. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Come near to all in need. Orchestrate kindness in the face of cruelty, hope where there is despair, love in the face of neglect, comfort where there is death, and healing in illness especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Gloria, Shirley and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Turn this community toward neighbors in need. Bring aid and support to those who are poor, beaten down, abused, forgotten, silenced, or avoided.  God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the saints who revealed your love and mercy in this life. Inspired by their witness, strengthen us to live in hope. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
God of abundance:

you have set before us a plentiful harvest.

As we feast on your goodness,

strengthen us to labor in your field,

and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,

in the name of Jesus. Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/9xBMp4ElkcM 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. 
Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Communion:
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Prayer after Communion
Life-giving God,

through this meal you have bandaged our wounds

and fed us with your mercy.

Now send us forth to live for others,

both friend and stranger,

that all may come to know your love.

This we pray in the name of Jesus.

Amen.*
Blessing:
The God of peace,

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you, comfort you,

and show you the path of life

this day and always. 
Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 551 ‘The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve’
1
The Spirit sends us forth to serve;


we go in Jesus' name


to bring glad tidings to the poor,


God's favor to proclaim.

2
We go to comfort those who mourn


and set the burdened free;


where hope is dim, to share a dream


and help the blind to see.

3
We go to be the hands of Christ,


to scatter joy like seed


and, all our days, to cherish life,


to do the loving deed.

4
Then let us go to serve in peace,


the gospel to proclaim.


God's Spirit has empowered us;


we go in Jesus' name.

(Title: The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve; Text:  Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939; © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820; Public Domain

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.

C: Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
