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January 9th, 2022 Baptism of Our Lord – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on January 9th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship January 9th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83664524050?pwd=aldGUFgrRzJodHVXVXFHQjNOSzhLZz09
Meeting ID:   836 6452 4050            Passcode: 565102 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+15873281099,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada 

+16473744685,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 587 328 1099 Canada        

+1 647 374 4685 Canada           

+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        

+1 204 272 7920 Canada           

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

Meeting ID:  836 6452 4050               Passcode: 565102

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtXjX1QaI 

……………….
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
…………………..
UPDATE ABOUT SUSPENDED WORSHIP SERVICES
On the recommendation of the Ministry of Risk Management and Church Council, as well as from Eastern Synod Bishop Michael Pryse, we have decided to continue to suspend in-person worship until Sunday February 6th, 2022. Any changes to that plan will be communicated via this space and our Facebook Page. You are strongly encouraged to follow all provincial and local guidelines to help stop the spike in COVID-19 infection rates. Please stay safe and help to keep your friends and family safe as well.

—The Ministry of Risk Management & Church Council
…………………
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 304 ‘Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized’
1   Christ, when for us you were baptized,

God's Spirit on you came,

as peaceful as a dove, and yet

as urgent as a flame,

as urgent as a flame.
2   God called you, "My beloved Son";

you are God's servant true,

sent to proclaim the reign of heav'n,

God's holy will to do,

God's holy will to do.

3   Straightway and steadfast until death

you then obeyed the call

to serve with free and willing heart,

to give your life for all,

to give your life for all.

4   Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord;

your cross on us be signed,

that likewise in God's service we

may perfect freedom find,

may perfect freedom find.

(Title Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized; Text:  F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt.; Text © 1985 Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing Incorporated. All rights reserved. Used by permission; Music: Nikolaus Herman, 1480 -1561; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
The First Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7
But now thus says the Lord,
  he who created you, O Jacob,
  he who formed you, O Israel:
 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
  I have called you by name, you are mine.
 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
  and the flame shall not consume you.
 For I am the Lord your God,
  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
 I give Egypt as your ransom,
  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
 Because you are precious in my sight,
  and honored, and I love you,
 I give people in return for you,
  nations in exchange for your life.
 Do not fear, for I am with you;
  I will bring your offspring from the east,
  and from the west I will gather you;
 I will say to the north, “Give them up,”
  and to the south, “Do not withhold;
 bring my sons from far away
  and my daughters from the end of the earth—
 everyone who is called by my name,
  whom I created for my glory,
  whom I formed and made.” (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Psalm:  29
Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,

ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name;

worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;

the Lord is upon the mighty waters.

The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;

the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;

the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf,

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

The voice of the Lord
bursts forth in lightning flashes.

The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;

the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.

And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!”

The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;

the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore.

O Lord, give strength to your people;

give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Acts 8:14-17 
Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW # 510 ‘Word of God, Come Down on Earth’ (verses 1 & 3)

1
Word of God, come down on earth,


living rain from heav'n descending;


touch our hearts and bring to birth


faith and hope and love unending.


Word almighty, we revere you;


Word made flesh, we long to hear you.

3          Word that speaks God's tender love,


one with God beyond all telling,


Word that sends us from above


God the Spirit, with us dwelling,


Word of truth, to all truth lead us;


Word of life, with one bread feed us.
(Title:  Word of God, Come Down on Earth; Text: Text: James Quinn, SJ, b. 1919; Text © James Quinn, SJ, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., North American agent. www.selahpub.com;  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Johann R. Ahle; 1625-1673; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  Assisting Minister: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
In most Christian artwork, the baptism of Jesus looks a particular way. There is Jesus and John standing in the river, and overhead, the dove and light piercing through the clouds. But this is only a part of the entire scene. Because, this is not a private baptism, but a public event, a revelation, with crowds all around. 

If we only focus on the end of the story, we forget just how much grace there is at the beginning. We forget that it was a miracle in and of itself that Jesus came to the river. After all, he was the Messiah, the Son of God, sinless and blameless. He didn’t need to be baptized. But he joined in solidarity with those he came to save. Jesus joins these people in their seeking, their longing, and their sin. He joins them, and us, and all humanity in the river, in the baptism. 

Martin Luther once said, “Jesus’ willingness of receiving John’s baptism showed us that he was willing to be identified as a sinner, as one of us.” To this God gave divine approval: “I am well pleased.” God was pleased because this baptism of Jesus, his beloved Son, started a new beginning.

And our own baptism brought us into the circle of the children of God and commissioned us to continue the work begun by Jesus in our time.

We live in a time of great unrest. The world seems full of chaos; our neighbors and even ourselves are suffering sickness and loneliness; soldiers and civilians are killed in bloody wars; businesses and individuals face financial instability; parties and groups fight for power and authority; even in the church opinions toward homosexuality and other tricky issues threaten its longstanding foundation. No one is untouched by some form of the chaos that threatens to swallow us alive. Where can we turn to find help and hope in all the chaos?

In the Bible, chaos is frequently portrayed as enraged water threatening to wipe out every living thing. But don’t be afraid. Today’s psalm reminds us of a very certain term: “The Lord is enthroned above the flood.” It assures us that God rules over the chaos in which we find ourselves. The response invites us to trust in God.

Isaiah offers us a plan for restoring order, while the book of Acts challenges us to continue the work of Jesus. As Jesus came forth from the waters of the Jordan, his life took a new direction. As his followers, we emerge from the waters of baptism as new people, who with God’s help are willing to counter the chaos of our world.

On this day let us look forward to the task ahead, to the task our Lord called us to do. To live, to love, to proclaim the good news of salvation, to be a great witness of our Lord, and to serve each other as our Lord, and to trust that someday the Father in heaven may say to us, “Here are my sons and daughters whom I am pleased.”

Amen

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 396 ‘Spirit of Gentleness’ 
 Refrain

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,


blow through the wilderness calling and free;


Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,


stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.

1
You moved on the waters, you called to the deep,


then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep;


and over the eons you called to each thing:


"Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings."  Refrain
2
You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand,


and you goaded your people with a law and a land;


and when they were blinded with idols and lies,


then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes.  Refrain
3
You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill,


then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still;


and down in the city you called once again,


when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind.  Refrain

4
You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes.


From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams;


our women see visions, our men clear their eyes.


With bold new decisions your people arise.  Refrain

(Title: Spirit of Gentleness; Text & Music:  James K. Manley, b. 1940; Text © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.

By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share the good news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and service, that all people know they are precious in God’s sight. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 
You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas, and all bodies of water from destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean water for all, and protect the land from drought and flood. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will protect vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation or retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that we will not be cut off from you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or weakness. Comfort all who are in need especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Nancea, Helen, Katherina and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are newly baptized and those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful in fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you have called by name into your eternal embrace. Comfort us in grief and release us from fear. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Prayer after Communion:
We give you thanks, gracious God,

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.

Send us to bring good news

and to proclaim your favor to all,

strengthened with the richness of your grace

in your Son, Jesus Christ.

Amen.*
Blessing:
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,

who rejoices over you,

and who calls you by name,

☩ bless your going out and your coming in,

today and forever.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 808 ‘Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song’ 
1
Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey;

I'll tell ev'rybody about you wherever I go:

you alone are our life and our peace and our love.

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey.

2
Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey.

May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you.

May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song.

Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey.

3
As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant,

to carry your cross and to share all your burdens and tears.

For you saved me by giving your body and blood.

As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant.

4
I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey;

but courage will come with the sound of your steps by my side.

And with all of the family you saved by your love,

we'll sing to your dawn at the end of our journey.

(Title: Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song, (Jésus, je voudrais te chanter) Text & Music:  Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L'Arche Community; tr. Stephen Somerville, b. 1931; Text © 1987 Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Tr. © 1970 Stephen Somerville, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610. All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news
Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
