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January 30th, 2022 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on January 30th, 2022, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship January 30th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83664524050?pwd=aldGUFgrRzJodHVXVXFHQjNOSzhLZz09
Meeting ID:   836 6452 4050            Passcode: 565102 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+15873281099,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada 

+16473744685,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 587 328 1099 Canada        

+1 647 374 4685 Canada           

+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        

+1 204 272 7920 Canada           

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

Meeting ID:  836 6452 4050               Passcode: 565102

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtXjX1QaI 
……………………

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
…………………………..
UPDATE ABOUT SUSPENDED WORSHIP SERVICES

On the recommendation of the Ministry of Risk Management and Church Council, as well as from Eastern Synod Bishop Michael Pryse, we have decided to continue to suspend in-person worship until Sunday February 6th, 2022. All services will be available online through our live-stream and ZOOM. Any changes to that plan will be communicated via this space and our Facebook Page. You are strongly encouraged to follow all provincial and local guidelines to help stop the spike in COVID-19 infection rates. Please stay safe and help to keep your friends and family safe as well.

God bless you all and please stay safe,

St. Peter’s Church Council, with the Ministry of Risk Management
……………………
DON’T FORGET YOUR HONEY THIS VALENTINE’S DAY.

 Order Pine Hill Wildflower Honey and you will be loved forever.

 $8.00 / 500 gram

 $16.00  / 1000 gram

 Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's office to place an order.

 Don't delay, quantities may be limited.
…………………..

Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 665 ‘Rise, Shine, You People!’
1
Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered


our human story; God in him is centered.


He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded,


with grace unbounded.

2
See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reeling;


he brings us freedom, light and life and healing.


All men and women, who by guilt are driven,


now are forgiven.

3
Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurling,


your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling.


To all the world go out and tell the story


of Jesus' glory.

4
Tell how the Father sent the Son to save us.


Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us.


Tell how the Spirit calls from ev'ry nation


God's new creation.

(Title: Rise, Shine, You People! Text:  Text Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.; Text © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  Dale Wood, 1934 – 2003; © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and love; and that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
The First Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10
Now the word of the Lord came to me saying,
 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
 and before you were born I consecrated you;
 I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”
Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” But the Lord said to me,
 “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’;
 for you shall go to all to whom I send you,
 and you shall speak whatever I command you.
 Do not be afraid of them,
 for I am with you to deliver you,
 says the Lord.”
Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me,
 “Now I have put my words in your mouth.
 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,
 to pluck up and to pull down,
 to destroy and to overthrow,
 to build and to plant.” (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  Assisting Minister: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 71:1-6 
In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge;

let me never be put to shame.

In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free;

incline your ear to me and save me.

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe;

you are my crag and my stronghold.

Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked,

from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor.

For you are my hope, O Lord God,

my confidence since I was young.

I have been sustained by you ever since was born; from my mother’s womb you have been my strength;

my praise shall be always of you.*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  Assisting Minister: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW # 510 ‘Word of God, Come Down on Earth’ (verses 1 & 3)

1
Word of God, come down on earth,


living rain from heav'n descending;


touch our hearts and bring to birth


faith and hope and love unending.


Word almighty, we revere you;


Word made flesh, we long to hear you.

3          Word that speaks God's tender love,


one with God beyond all telling,


Word that sends us from above


God the Spirit, with us dwelling,


Word of truth, to all truth lead us;


Word of life, with one bread feed us.

(Title:  Word of God, Come Down on Earth; Text: Text: James Quinn, SJ, b. 1919; Text © James Quinn, SJ, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., North American agent. www.selahpub.com;  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Johann R. Ahle; 1625-1673; Public Domain. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 4:21-30
Assisting Minister: Glory to you, O Lord.
Then Jesus began to say to all in the synagogue in Nazareth, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’ ” And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way. (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  Assisting Minister: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
This week’s Gospel lesson continues the story begun last week. Jesus returns to his hometown of Nazareth, joins his friends and neighbors at the synagogue, reads to them from the 61st chapter of Isaiah, and declares, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” All is well. The people of Nazareth, like those in the surrounding communities, “spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth.”

Then the feeling of this reading begins to change. It starts with Jesus’ friends and neighbors saying to each other, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” 

Majority of the commentaries I read this week, commentators use Jesus’ own word in verse 24 to argue that Jesus’ hometown people look down on him because he was just one of them. But there are some commentators who point out that rather than looking down on him, his people want to own him, they want to exclusively benefit from his power and presence. They might even go as far as making him a king to make them rulers of the world. 

That’s why Jesus immediately notices that they, like so many others, are not as interested in the fulfillment of Isaiah’s words for the rest of the world, as they are in what might be in it for them. And so before they can even put that into words, Jesus rebukes them: No prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. There were plenty of starving widows in Elijah’s time, but he was only sent to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon (an outsider, a non-Jew). There were plenty of lepers in the time of Elisha, but he only cleansed Naaman the Syrian (an outsider, a non-Jew).

Luke tells us that the people of Nazareth become “filled with rage.” They drive him out of the synagogue, and to the edge of a cliff where they hope to throw him to his death, but he slips through the crowd and they never see him again.

This may be the first time that the teaching of Jesus draws the fire of the crowd, but it certainly won’t be the last. His words are hard to hear, especially for those whose primary hope is to benefit from his power and presence. His friends and neighbors in Nazareth seem quite pleased with what he has to say until he indicates that the power of God will move through him to reach out beyond the boundaries within which they have defined themselves. For almost all Jews, the good news of salvation and freedom for Israel: that’s great! For Gentiles: not so much. It was the case in Jesus’ time; it is still the case today. I am not talking about Jews still not accepting Jesus as the messiah. I am talking about all the people including us Christians who by the nature of selfishness want to keep Jesus and his blessing just for us alone. What is the result?

We live in a world where many ask and where we ourselves often ask, “What’s in it for me?” We worship a Lord who calls us to be a blessing, with him, to others; even to the point of picking up a cross and following him. This is bound to cause some conflict, some pushback. But there is a promise involved: “Those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” (Matthew 16:24) It is in giving of ourselves to others that we come to find what life is all about. It’s an upside-down way to live, but that is the life to which Jesus calls us. The people of Nazareth couldn’t hear it on the day of his first sermon. Can we? Will we?

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 644 ‘Although I Speak with Angel’s Tongue’ 
1        Although I speak with angel's tongue,

          my faith, my knowledge all surpass,

          but have no love, my gifts are vain

          as clanging gong or blaring brass.

2        For love is patient, love is kind,

          and never vain with boasting pride;

          love bears all things, all things endures.

          All things must end; love will abide.

3        For now we peer at darkened glass;

          our visions end; our tongues all cease.

          In part we know, in part now see:

          then we will see love face to face.

4       The gifts are many, the Body one,

         and into one are all baptized.

         Beloved, share one heart, one mind,

         one hope, one faith, one love in Christ.

(Title:  Although I Speak with Angel's Tongue; Text:   Andrew Donaldson, b.1951; Text © 1995 Andrew Donaldson. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  English Traditional; © Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.

Guide your church in the ways of faith, hope, and love. Cultivate ministries and communities of compassion that bear witness to your enduring presence among us. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Teach us to live in humility on the earth. Curb arrogance that leads to destruction of natural resources and disregard for future generations. Inspire the work of scientists who urge us to live in harmony with your creation. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
You are the refuge of all who seek hope and freedom. Accompany immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers who cross borders to find safety and opportunity. Embolden leaders to draft compassionate policies on behalf of migrants and those who assist them. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Love bears, believes, hopes, and endures all things. Comfort with your love all who are lonely, fearful, or brokenhearted. Sustain the hope of all those who suffer in body or spirit especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Nancea, Helen, Katherina and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts.. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Your grace falls upon young and old alike. Bless the gifts of children in this congregation and in this community. Give us humble hearts to follow their leadership. Inspire us with their laughter, their insight, and their curiosity. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We praise you for those who have gone before us and now see you face to face. Abide with us in this mortal life until we rest in the arms of your neverending love. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God,

Sovereign of the universe.

You offer us new beginnings

and guide us on our journey.

Lead us to your table,

nourish us with this heavenly food,

and prepare us to carry your love

to a hungry world,

in the name of Christ our light.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Hymn:  ACS # 1082 ‘O God You Search Me’ (verses 1 & 2)
1   O God, you search me and you know me.

     All my thoughts lie open to your gaze.

     When I walk or lie down you are before me:

     ever the maker and keeper of my days.

2   You know my resting and my rising.

     You discern my purpose from afar,

     and with love everlasting you besiege me:

     in ev'ry moment of life or death, you are. 

(Title:  O God You Search Me; Text & Music:  Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957; Text © 1992 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP, 5536 N. Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, gracious God,

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.

Send us to bring good news

and to proclaim your favor to all,

strengthened with the richness of your grace

in your Son, Jesus Christ.

Amen.*
Blessing:
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,

who rejoices over you,

and who calls you by name,

☩ bless your going out and your coming in,

today and forever. Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 551 ‘The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve’ (CHESTERFIELD)
1
The Spirit sends us forth to serve;


we go in Jesus' name


to bring glad tidings to the poor,


God's favor to proclaim.

2
We go to comfort those who mourn


and set the burdened free;


where hope is dim, to share a dream


and help the blind to see.

3
We go to be the hands of Christ,


to scatter joy like seed


and, all our days, to cherish life,


to do the loving deed.

4
Then let us go to serve in peace,


the gospel to proclaim.


God's Spirit has empowered us;


we go in Jesus' name.

(Title: The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve; Text:  Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939, Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734 - 1820 alt.; Public Domain. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610. All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news
Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard  Version Bible,  copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
