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January 29th, 2023 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany – Email/At Home Missal
ZOOM INFORMATION: 
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on January 29th, 2023, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship January 29th, 2023 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86144723429?pwd=bDM1S2Q5ZVY3eGxhdlhuWG9UOHIvUT09 

Meeting ID:  861 4472 3429             Passcode: 701596
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+17789072071,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada  

+17806660144,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada
+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada
+1 647 558 0588 Canada

Meeting ID: 861 4472 3429          Passcode: 701596

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kHrnL3MpQ 
………………………………….

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THIS WEEK:

PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………….

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
……………………………….

Here is the YouTube link for Pastor Laura’s sermon from this past Sunday’s (January 22nd) service: https://youtu.be/ulA497PCP_8 

……………..……….


Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

……………………….

Bible Study - If you are interested in participating in a Bible Study Group, please add your name and telephone number to the Bible Study Signup Form that is located on the table in the narthex, or call the church office at 519-653-4721.  Further details will follow!

……………………….

Organ Recital Series

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Wolff Opus VIII Organ

Sundays at 3:00pm

RCCO Members’ Recital February 19, 2023
(Freewill offering – fundraiser for the Cabena Scholarship Fund)

Bradley Moggach March 19, 2023

…………………………………

All Creation Sings (ACS) is a new liturgy and song supplement in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship resource family. Hand in hand with Evangelical Lutheran Worship, this supplement invites us to expand our prayer and song, joining our voices with the praise, and sighs, of the whole creation God so marvelously made.
If you would like to purchase a copy of All Creation Sings for St. Peter's, and perhaps an extra copy for yourself, the cost per copy including tax and shipping is $25.00.
To place an order please speak to Alex Black or call the church office. Please ensure your order indicates how many books are required and if they are for St. Peter's or for yourself.

…………………………….

Menno Singers and artistic director Brandon Leis present a new composition by local composer Justin LaPierre, ‘Messe de Sainte Anne ’, a weaving together of Québécois hymns and folk music, at St Matthews Lutheran Church (54 Benton St, Kitchener) at 7:30pm on Saturday, February 4.  $25 Adults. $5 Children/Students.  www.mennosingers.com 
…………………………….

Addison Women’s Choir presents – LOVE IS A SONG –

Sunday February 12, 2023 at 3 pm

A Valentine’s Dessert Cabaret; Refreshments to be served after the concert in the hall downstairs. 

Preston Mennonite Church, 791 Concession Road, Cambridge;

Tickets:  $15.00 per/person, Children 12 and under FREE

For more information please contact an Addison Choir member www.addisonwomenschoir.com 

or Barbara Berg at 519-653-0885.
………………………………..

This Valentine's Day...

Give your Valentine "ESTA" Truffles and you will always be loved!

15 Truffle Cone Bag $9.00 HST INC.

12 Truffle Heart Box $7.00 HST INC.

To place an order please contact Alex Black or call the church at 519-653-4721.
……………………………………..
Pastor:  Laura Sauder

Organist & Director of Music:  Bradley Moggach

Land Acknowledgement:
C: With thankful hearts we acknowledge that the land upon which we live and worship here at St Peter’s is the treaty land of the Six Nations, comprising in part the territory of the Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe and Neutral Peoples. This land is covered by treaties such as the Dish with One Spoon Treaty, the Two Row Wampum Treaty and the Haldimand Treaty of 1784. As we continue to learn more about the truth of our shared history, we desire to grow in Peace, Friendship and Respect, leading ultimately to true reconciliation.

Gathering Hymn: Sing the Circle Wide # 17 ‘Come, Let Us Worship God’ (using the following verses)
Come, let us worship God.

Come, let us worship God.

Come, let us worship God.

Come, let us worship God.

Welcome everyone.

Welcome everyone.

To the love of God.

To the love of God.

Blessed are the merciful.

Blessed are the merciful.

Blessed are the merciful.

Blessed are the merciful.

Welcome everyone.

Welcome everyone.

To the love of God.

To the love of God.

Blessed are the pure in heart.

Blessed are the pure in heart.

Blessed are the pure in heart.

Blessed are the pure in heart.

Welcome everyone.

Welcome everyone.

To the love of God.

To the love of God.

Come, let us worship God.

Come, let us worship God.

Come, let us worship God.

Come, let us worship God.

Welcome everyone.

Welcome everyone.

To the love of God.

To the love of God.

(Title: Come, Let Us Worship God; Text & Music:  Ray Makeever © 1983 Ray Makever, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: arr.Tom Witt © 1997 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Kyrie:  ‘Haitian Kyrie’

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison.

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison.


Sauvez-moi la vie,


O Jésus je vous prie, Kyrie.


Sauvez-nous la vie,


O Jésus je vous prie.


Kyrie_eleison, Christe eleison,


Kyrie eleison, Kyrie_eleison.

(Title: Haitian Kyrie; Text: Haitian traditional; adapt. Andrew Donaldson, b. 1951; Text © Andrew Donaldson, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: English folk tune; arr. © Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer of the Day:
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
Children’s Message: (Pastor Laura)
Lesson Introduction: (Pastor Laura)
Micah 6:1-8

Micah was a prophet who lived about 700 years before the birth of Jesus. Like many of the Hebrew prophets, Micah is critical of those who practice the proper religious rites and rituals, but have forgotten to care for one another. For Micah, any sacrifice or offering is empty if it’s not accompanied by justice and love for the least.
Micah reminds us that justice and service ought to be the fruits of our worship. As we gather to worship the one in whom we live and move and have our being, we are nourished and sent out to do justice, embrace faithful love, and walk humbly with God. Let us listen to the word…

The First Reading: Micah 6:1-8
Hear what the Lord is saying:
Arise, lay out the lawsuit before the mountains;
        let the hills hear your voice! Hear, mountains, the lawsuit of the Lord!
        Hear, eternal foundations of the earth!
The Lord has a lawsuit against his people;
        with Israel he will argue.
 “My people, what did I ever do to you?
        How have I wearied you? Answer me!
I brought you up out of the land of Egypt;
        I redeemed you from the house of slavery.
        I sent Moses, Aaron, and Miriam before you.
My people, remember what Moab’s King Balak had planned,
        and how Balaam, Beor’s son, answered him!
        Remember everything from Shittim to Gilgal,
        that you might learn to recognize the righteous acts of the Lord!”
 With what should I approach the Lord
        and bow down before God on high?
Should I come before him with entirely burned offerings,
        with year-old calves?
 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
        with many torrents of oil?
Should I give my oldest child for my crime;
        the fruit of my body for the sin of my spirit?
He has told you, human one, what is good and
        what the Lord requires from you:
            to do justice, embrace faithful love, and walk humbly with your God.  (CEB)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Lesson Introduction:  (Pastor Laura)
1 Corinthians 1:18-31

To this conflicted community, Paul turns the conversation to the topic of wisdom and strength.

Where the world will say that wisdom and strength is about being the smartest and the best, God has shown us what true wisdom and strength look like, in Christ’s death on the cross.

On the cross, God entered into human suffering. And through the pain and shame of the cross, God made a way for life to win.
When we find ourselves in conflict – or comparing ourselves to others – Paul calls us to remember that God works through weakness, rejection, and suffering. And that humility and compassion are signs of true wisdom and strength. Let us listen to the word…

The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are being destroyed. But it is the power of God for those of us who are being saved. It is written in scripture: I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and I will reject the intelligence of the intelligent.  Where are the wise? Where are the legal experts? Where are today’s debaters? Hasn’t God made the wisdom of the world foolish?  In God’s wisdom, he determined that the world wouldn’t come to know him through its wisdom. Instead, God was pleased to save those who believe through the foolishness of preaching. Jews ask for signs, and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, which is a scandal to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles. 2But to those who are called—both Jews and Greeks—Christ is God’s power and God’s wisdom. This is because the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.
Look at your situation when you were called, brothers and sisters! By ordinary human standards not many were wise, not many were powerful, not many were from the upper class. But God chose what the world considers foolish to shame the wise. God chose what the world considers weak to shame the strong. And God chose what the world considers low-class and low-life—what is considered to be nothing—to reduce what is considered to be something to nothing. So no human being can brag in God’s presence. It is because of God that you are in Christ Jesus. He became wisdom from God for us. This means that he made us righteous and holy, and he delivered us. This is consistent with what was written: The one who brags should brag in the Lord!  (CEB)

Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Gospel Acclamation: ACS # 973 ‘The Word Who Sang the Light into Creation’ (verses 1 & 5)
1
The Word who sang the light into creation,


who spoke to all through prophet voices bold


the warning cry, the promise of salvation,


shines ever as of old.

5
O Word, you are the "Yes" of all God's promise:


"Amen!" we shout; in you our faith is sure.


Oh, lead us to the light of God's own presence,


to life forevermore.

(Title: The Word Who Sang the Light into Creation; Text: Alberto Taulé, 1932–2007; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951; © 1982, 2000 Alberto Taulé.  Published by OCP, 5536 N. Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  Alberto Taulé, 1932–2007; © 1982, 2000 Alberto Taulé.  Published by OCP, 5536 N. Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 5:1-12

C: Glory to you, O Lord.
 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up a mountain. He sat down and his disciples came to him. He taught them, saying:
“Happy are people who are hopeless, because the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
“Happy are people who grieve, because they will be made glad.
“Happy are people who are humble, because they will inherit the earth.
“Happy are people who are hungry and thirsty for righteousness, because they will be fed until they are full.
“Happy are people who show mercy, because they will receive mercy.
“Happy are people who have pure hearts, because they will see God.
“Happy are people who make peace, because they will be called God’s children.
“Happy are people whose lives are harassed because they are righteous, because the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
“Happy are you when people insult you and harass you and speak all kinds of bad and false things about you, all because of me. Be full of joy and be glad, because you have a great reward in heaven. In the same way, people harassed the prophets who came before you.  (CEB)

The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon

Matthew 5:1-12

With his disciples in tow, Jesus has been travelling through the region of Galilee announcing the good news of God’s kingdom and healing the sick. He’s starting to attract large crowds, which leads us to this first important time of teaching in Matthew’s gospel: The Sermon on the Mount.
Jesus knows you got to catch you audience’s attention right away, and so he leads in with the Beatitudes. This is a beautiful and poetic passage – one that many of us know well. And yet, when we pay close attention to what Jesus is really saying here, this is also a challenging word for many of us to hear.
The first challenge is that we don’t necessarily hear Jesus talking to us. When I hear Jesus say “happy are people who show mercy,” it makes me think of all those times when I really wasn’t so merciful with someone; of the grudges or resentments that I’m still holding on to.
Or when Jesus says, “happy are people who are hungry and thirsty for righteousness,” it convicts me of how often we as humans only hunger and thirst for what is right, when it impacts us directly.
I guess what I’m trying to say, is that rather than feeling blessed by these words, they tend to remind me of the ways I often fall short.
The other challenge with the Beatitudes centres on that one little word that Jesus repeats at the start of each statement. I went back and forth about which translation to use this morning. We are most accustomed to hearing the version that says “blessed are…” But the Greek word ‘makarios’ can equally mean “happy” or “fortunate.” In the end I went with this version because it never hurts to hear a familiar passage in a new way.
Whether we use the word “blessed” or “happy” or “fortunate” (which is yet another way this word could be translated), the reality is that none of the things Jesus lists off are things that make us feel blessed or happy or fortunate.
It’s not a happy thing to mourn – it’s painful and sad.
It’s not a fortunate thing to be harassed – it’s frightening and stressful.
But Jesus was never about kicking someone when their down, so there has to be something more going on here.
To throw yet another option into the mix, there are Biblical scholars who are argue that a more helpful translation of that word ‘makarios’ is to say ‘honoured.’1
Honoured are people who show mercy. Honoured are people who are humble.
In Jesus’ day, honour was THE most important social value. Honour was the public recognition of a person’s place in society – their social standing. “In Jesus’ day, your honour was in large part related to how important your social relationships were. If you were part of a very important family…you were important. And if your family was less important, then you were less important.”2
We know that Jesus’ audience is made up of folks who have left their families behind to follow Jesus – like the disciples. Or folks who were already distanced or estranged from their communities because of illness, disease or poverty – those who were coming to Jesus for healing. These are folks that were nobodies in the eyes of society, and they knew it.
In each of the beatitudes, Jesus lists a characteristic of someone who has either already been pushed to the margins of society, or someone who has willingly opted out of the most important social value of the day.

While family connections are important for us too, our society doesn’t look at honour in quite the same way. A closer parallel I think is to look at the way our society values achievements and success.
The unspoken rule is that achievements make a person important, and our lives become focused on achieving and accomplishing more and more.
Financially we want to achieve comfort and security.

Educationally we want to be at the top of our class.

Professionally we want to be at the top of our field.

Socially we want to be respected and admired.
Striving for success and excellence isn’t a bad thing in and of itself – but we don’t always achieve what we hope to. And what happens when we don’t meet the expectations that others have for us or that we’ve set for ourselves? What happens when factors beyond our control prevent us from achieving independence, self-sufficiency and success in all areas of our life?
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gives honour to those people his society viewed as worthless. Jesus tells those gathered around that even though society may see you as a throwaway, you’re not.
And when he tells them that they are children of God and that the kingdom of heaven belongs to them, Jesus is saying something even more significant. He’s showing that their shared experience of persecution makes them family.
Notice that Jesus says, “the kingdom of heaven is theirs.”

He uses the present tense to show that the kingdom of heaven isn’t some future place but that it’s beginning already in their midst. These people, who are nobodies in the eyes of their society because of their broken social connections, are offered a new community, and as a result, honour.

If the Beatitudes are about Jesus blessing those who’ve been told that they aren’t worthy or valuable, who might Jesus bless today?
I have a feeling it could sound something like this:

- worthy is the person who is unemployed

- worthy is the person who lives with chronic illness or pain, has a mental illness or is disabled

- worthy is the person who is neurodivergent

- worthy and beloved are Black, Indigenous, and People of Colour

- worthy and beloved are members of LGBTQ2SIA+ communities

- worthy is the person who is single

- worthy is the person who is divorced or separated

- worthy is the person relies on food banks and social services

- worthy is the person who struggles in school or has a learning disability

- worthy is the person who struggles with self-esteem and does not feel worthy of love

- worthy is the person who does what society considers menial work

- worthy is the person trying to make a new start encumbered with a criminal record

- worthy is the person who lives with addiction

- worthy is the person who struggles to love their body

- worthy is the person who always seeks to find the best in others

- worthy in the person who seeks reconciliation over revenge

For they are all members of God’s family and theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

We could certainly add to this list. As we look to our own lives we can identify things that we’re insecure about; things that make us feel some days that we are not worthy of God’s love.
In spite of how “put together” we might look on the outside, we all have our insecurities and our hurts; we all have our “not put together” parts too.
The good news in all of this is that Jesus’ blessing is for all of us. In the Beatitudes Jesus isn’t laying out the conditions for receiving his blessing. Instead, he’s including all of us who feel unworthy because our lives don’t match up to society’s expectations in some way or another.
Jesus defines our worth not by what we do or not by what we have; instead we are called worthy because of our identity in Christ: we are children of God.
Be assured of God’s deep and abiding love for you.
May you embody this deep and abiding love. May this love flow in you and through you to bless anyone else who needs to know that they too are loved and worthy of love. AMEN

1 http://www.kchanson.com/ARTICLES/mak.html

2 https://www.sarahlaughed.net/lectionary/2005/01/fourth_sunday_a.html

Hymn of the Day:  ELW # 710 ‘Let Streams of Living Justice’
1    Let streams of living justice 

flow down upon the earth;

give freedom's light to captives, 

let all the poor have worth.

The hungry's hands are pleading, 

the workers claim their rights,

the mourners long for laughter, 

the blinded seek for sight.

Make liberty a beacon, 

strike down the iron pow'r;

abolish ancient vengeance: 

proclaim your people's hour.

2. For healing of the nations, 
for peace that will not end,
for love that makes us lovers,
God grant us grace to mend.

Weave our varied gifts together;

knit our lives as they are spun;

on your loom of time enroll us

till our thread of life is run.

O great weaver of our fabric,

bind church and world in one;

dye our texture with your radiance,

light our colors with your sun.

3. Your city's built to music;

we are the stones you seek;

your harmony is language;

we are the words you speak.

Our faith we find in service,

our hope in others' dreams,

our love in hand of neighbor;

our homeland brightly gleams.

Inscribe our hearts with justice;

your way—the path untried;

your truth—the heart of stranger;

your life—the Crucified.

(Title: Let Streams of Living Justice; Text:  William Whitla, b. 1934; Text © 1989 William Whitla; All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music:   Gustav Holst, 1875 – 1934; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
A: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to boast only in the cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, generosity, and justice. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 
The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the mountains and hills echo with your holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us the error of our ways. Inspire us with reverent awe to honor all you have made. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 
You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who seek justice, love mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, and self-seeking. Prosper the work of peacemakers in every land. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 
Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as foolish, weak, low, and despised; reveal your power and presence at work where it is least expected. Give your life, strength, and wisdom to all in need. Especially we pray for Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol, Jeff, Aaron, Mackenzie, Rhett, Linda, Pat, Jan, Ken, Lena, Elsa and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…   Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 
As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. Remind us how your faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained us despite our weaknesses. Establish the cross as the center of our life together. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 

Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place. Trusting you accompanied them in poverty, persecution, and in every trial, we trust you abide with your people always. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified. Amen.*

Share the peace of Christ:

The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you.*

Our worship continues with the offering of our gifts.

Offering  

Offertory Music:  ‘Arise Shine’ (From the Singing in Community paperless song book)
Arise, shine,  

for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 

(Title: Arise Shine; Text& Music: Ruth Cunningham, © 2007 Augsburg Fortress Publishers; All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer:
A: Liberating God,

you break the bonds of injustice

and let the oppressed go free.

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving

for all your works of merciful power,

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom.

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen.*

You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy - ACS Setting 12 (page 36)  
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of pow’r and God of might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.*

We praise you, all-holy God, (ACS - OPTION E: Form G — from setting 12)
for the universe beyond our knowing,

and for friends and strangers and family,

We praise you for your covenant people,

and for centuries of faithful Christians,

We praise you for your Son Jesus Christ,

who on the night before he died took bread, and gave thanks,

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Christ,

inspire your people for service,

and renew the world with your mercy,

with your healing, your justice, and your peace,

today, tomorrow, and forever.

Amen.*
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion:
This is Christ’s table. No matter where you are on the journey, you are welcome here to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 

I invite those at home, and those in the building communing by fellowship cup, to take your bread or cracker as we say together, “The body of Christ, given for us.”

And, as we take our cup we say, “The blood of Christ, shed for us.”

Communion Music:  ACS # 981 ‘All Who Are Thirsty’
[A leader sings the words in parentheses]

(All who are thirsty,) come to the waters.


(All who are hungry,) come here and eat.


(All who are thirsty,) come to the waters.


There's enough for all.

(Title:  All Who Are Thirsty; Text: Brian Wentzel, b. 1979; Text © 2014 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.Used by permission. Music:  Brian Wentzel, b. 1979; Music © 2014 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

L: May the body and blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you, in his grace. 

C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion:
A: Holy One,

we thank you for the healing

that springs forth abundantly from this table.

Renew our strength to do justice,

love kindness,

and journey humbly with you. 
Amen.*

Blessing:
The God who faithfully brings forth justice

and breaks the oppressor’s rod

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you,

today and always.

Amen.*

Sending Hymn:  Sing the Circle Wide # 11 ‘When You Walk From Here’
When you walk from here,

When you walk from here,

Walk with justice,

Walk with mercy,

And with God’s humble care.

(Title:  When You Walk From Here; Text:  Linnea Good © 1991 Borealis Music; All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Music:  Tom Witt © 2005 Tom Witt; All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
A: Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.
C: Thanks be to God.*
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