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January 22nd, 2023 Third Sunday after Epiphany – Email/At Home Missal
ZOOM INFORMATION: 
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on January 22nd, 2023, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship January 22nd, 2023 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86144723429?pwd=bDM1S2Q5ZVY3eGxhdlhuWG9UOHIvUT09 

Meeting ID:  861 4472 3429             Passcode: 701596
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+17789072071,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada  

+17806660144,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada
+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada
+1 647 558 0588 Canada

Meeting ID: 861 4472 3429          Passcode: 701596

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kHrnL3MpQ 
……………………………….
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THIS WEEK:
PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………….
IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
……………………………….

Here is the YouTube link for Pastor Laura’s sermon from this past Sunday’s (January 15th) service: https://youtu.be/_SLwd0M8ixI 

……………..……….


Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

……………………….

Bible Study - If you are interested in participating in a Bible Study Group, please add your name and telephone number to the Bible Study Signup Form that is located on the table in the narthex, or call the church office at 519-653-4721.  Further details will follow!

……………………….

Organ Recital Series
Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Wolff Opus VIII Organ

Sundays at 3:00pm

Dr. Peter Nikiforuk January 22, 2023

RCCO Members’ Recital February 19, 2023

Bradley Moggach March 19, 2023

…………………………………

All Creation Sings (ACS) is a new liturgy and song supplement in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship resource family. Hand in hand with Evangelical Lutheran Worship, this supplement invites us to expand our prayer and song, joining our voices with the praise, and sighs, of the whole creation God so marvelously made.

If you would like to purchase a copy of All Creation Sings for St. Peter's, and perhaps an extra copy for yourself, the cost per copy including tax and shipping is $25.00.

To place an order please speak to Alex Black or call the church office. Please ensure your order indicates how many books are required and if they are for St. Peter's or for yourself.

…………………………….

Menno Singers and artistic director Brandon Leis present a new composition by local composer Justin LaPierre, ‘Messe de Sainte Anne ’, a weaving together of Québécois hymns and folk music, at St Matthews Lutheran Church (54 Benton St, Kitchener) at 7:30pm on Saturday, February 4.  $25 Adults. $5 Children/Students.  www.mennosingers.com 
…………………………….

Join us in worship with Taize songs, Scripture and Silence - we will be holding a service at Stirling Ave Mennonite Church at 4:00pm this Sunday Jan 22nd.  (57 Stirling Ave N, Kitchener, ON N2H 3G4.)  We would love to have you join us.  We are excited to provide a service with simple songs, contemplative space with silence, and a spirit of unity where different denominations can meet.
…………………………….
February 26th, 2023 - Save the date...and plan to attend our Pulled Pork Lunch, complete with salads, and desserts on February 26th. The best dessert will win the "Golden Spoonie" trophy. And don't forget to come prepared for Heads or Tails!  To reserve seats for this event, please sign up on the form in the narthex or call the church office at 519-653-4721.  Freewill Offering.

…………………………………

Pastor:  Laura Sauder

Organist & Director of Music: Bradley Moggach

Land Acknowledgement:
C: With thankful hearts we acknowledge that the land upon which we live and worship here at St Peter’s is the ancestral land of the Six Nations, comprising in part the territory of the Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe and Neutral Peoples. This land is covered by treaties such as the Dish with One Spoon Treaty, the Two Row Wampum Treaty and the Haldimand Treaty of 1784. As we continue to learn more about the truth of our shared history, we desire to grow in Peace, Friendship and Respect, leading ultimately to true reconciliation.

Gathering Hymn: ELW # 715 ‘Christ, Be Our Light’

1  Longing for light, we wait in darkness.

    Longing for truth, we turn to you.

    Make us your own, your holy people,

    light for the world to see.

Refrain
Christ, be our light!

Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.
2  Longing for peace, our world is troubled.

    Longing for hope, many despair.

   Your word alone has pow'r to save us.

   Make us your living voice.  Refrain
3  Longing for food, many are hungry.

    Longing for water, many still thirst.

    Make us your bread, broken for others,

   shared until all are fed.  Refrain

4  Longing for shelter, many are homeless.

    Longing for warmth, many are cold.

    Make us your building, sheltering others,

    walls made of living stone.  Refrain

5  Many the gifts, many the people,

    many the hearts that yearn to belong.

    Let us be servants to one another,

    signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain

(Title: Christ, Be Our Light; Text & Music:  Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957; Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Kyrie:  ‘Haitian Kyrie’

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison.


Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison.


Sauvez-moi la vie,


O Jésus je vous prie, Kyrie.


Sauvez-nous la vie,


O Jésus je vous prie.


Kyrie_eleison, Christe eleison,


Kyrie eleison, Kyrie_eleison.

(Title: Haitian Kyrie; Text: Haitian traditional; adapt. Andrew Donaldson, b. 1951; Text © Andrew Donaldson, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: English folk tune; arr. © Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer of the Day:
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.* 
Children’s Message:  (Pastor Laura)

Lesson Introduction:  (Pastor Laura)
Psalm 27:1, 4-9

From the psalmist we hear a prayer for help. And alongside that plea for assistance, is an overwhelming sense of trust in God’s abiding presence and God’s power to save.

May the psalmist’s words help us to recall the moments in our own lives when God has seen us through. And remind us that God is always at hand to receive our pleas when we need help. Let us listen to the word…

The First Reading: Psalm 27:1, 4-9

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

One thing I ask of the Lord; one thing I seek;

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek God in the temple.

For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,

hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.

Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.

Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and make music to the Lord.

Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call;

have mercy on me and answer me.

My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.”

Your face, O Lord, I will seek.

Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.

Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation.*

Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Lesson Introduction:  (Pastor Laura)
1 Corinthians 1:10-18

As promised last week, Paul doesn’t beat around the bush in addressing head on the conflicts that are plaguing the Corinthian church. It’s clear that the community has divided into camps – choosing to align themselves with one leader over another.

Paul isn’t one to shy away from hard conversations. He brings everything into the open. A necessary step if the Corinthians are in fact “to be restored with the same mind and the same purpose.”

For, as Paul reminds them, what unites them is Christ’s self-giving love, poured out for them and for those with whom they disagree. Let us listen to the word…

The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Now I encourage you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: Agree with each other and don’t be divided into rival groups. Instead, be restored with the same mind and the same purpose.  My brothers and sisters, Chloe’s people gave me some information about you, that you’re fighting with each other.  What I mean is this: that each one of you says, “I belong to Paul,” “I belong to Apollos,” “I belong to Cephas,” “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you, or were you baptized in Paul’s name? Thank God that I didn’t baptize any of you, except Crispus and Gaius, so that nobody can say that you were baptized in my name!  Oh, I baptized the house of Stephanas too. Otherwise, I don’t know if I baptized anyone else.  Christ didn’t send me to baptize but to preach the good news. And Christ didn’t send me to preach the good news with clever words so that Christ’s cross won’t be emptied of its meaning.
The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are being destroyed. But it is the power of God for those of us who are being saved.   (CEB)

Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Gospel Acclamation: ACS # 973 ‘The Word Who Sang the Light into Creation’ (verses 1 & 5)
1
The Word who sang the light into creation,


who spoke to all through prophet voices bold


the warning cry, the promise of salvation,


shines ever as of old.

5
O Word, you are the "Yes" of all God's promise:


"Amen!" we shout; in you our faith is sure.


Oh, lead us to the light of God's own presence,


to life forevermore.

(Title: The Word Who Sang the Light into Creation; Text: Alberto Taulé, 1932–2007; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951; © 1982, 2000 Alberto Taulé.  Published by OCP, 5536 N. Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  Alberto Taulé, 1932–2007; © 1982, 2000 Alberto Taulé.  Published by OCP, 5536 N. Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 4:12-23
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Now when Jesus heard that John was arrested, he went to Galilee.  He left Nazareth and settled in Capernaum, which lies alongside the sea in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali.  This fulfilled what Isaiah the prophet said:
 Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
        alongside the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles,
     the people who lived in the dark have seen a great light,
        and a light has come upon those who lived in the region and in shadow of death.
 From that time Jesus began to announce, “Change your hearts and lives! Here comes the kingdom of heaven!” 

As Jesus walked alongside the Galilee Sea, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew, throwing fishing nets into the sea, because they were fishermen.  “Come, follow me,” he said, “and I’ll show you how to fish for people.”  Right away, they left their nets and followed him.  Continuing on, he saw another set of brothers, James the son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with Zebedee their father repairing their nets. Jesus called them and  immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.
Jesus traveled throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues. He announced the good news of the kingdom and healed every disease and sickness among the people.  (CEB)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon

Sermon on Matthew 4:12-23

“Now when Jesus heard that John was arrested…”

This is one of those small details that is easy to miss, but it’s important to pause here for a moment. This detail invites us to recall what has already happened, while also setting the stage for what is yet to come.

It invites us to recall that John was the one sent to prepare the way for Jesus; how it was John who baptized Jesus. That first public moment, when Jesus is announced to the world as God’s beloved son.
How then following his baptism, Jesus spends 40 days in the wilderness; facing temptation after temptation, but remaining steadfast and resolute in his devotion to God. These 40 days alone in the wilderness were a time of preparation; for Jesus to align his heart and his mind with God’s purposes for him.
But then, presumably not long after his time in the wilderness, Jesus receives word that John – the one sent to prepare the way for him – has been arrested.
For Jesus, this is a clear signal that now is the time for his public ministry to begin in earnest. With John locked up, the way is as prepared as it will ever be. Now it’s Jesus’ turn. To call folks to repentance (to change their hearts and their minds). To invite others to join him in ushering in the kingdom of heaven.

Jesus leaves his hometown of Nazareth and moves to Capernaum – a fishing village on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee. This will be his home base while he ministers in the region, and right away he sets about gathering disciples. Because you can’t have a movement without people.
As Matthew tells it, Jesus goes for a walk along the shore and hones in on two sets of brothers: Peter and Andrew, and James and John. Jesus calls to them, inviting them to join him in “fishing for people.” And immediately they drop everything to join him.
It’s really something how these men quite literally leave their old lives behind to follow Jesus. Peter and Andrew possibly leave their fishing nets in the water. James and John leave their dad high and dry in the middle of mending fishing nets to answer Jesus’ call. There doesn’t seem to be any second guessing here. They are ready to be a part of whatever Jesus is up to.
When I look at Peter, Andrew, James and John, my first thought is the face that my own story of being called to ministry is not nearly so spectacular. I was raised in the church, so I don’t have a conversion story. And I can’t point to any one moment and say, that’s the moment I knew I was destined to be a pastor. My story of coming to be a pastor happened more gradually – in stages.
I do remember being a kid in church, watching the pastor lead worship, and thinking “I want to do that when I grow up.” But I was also a painfully shy kid, and the idea that I could actually have what it takes to be in such a public role also felt kind of unbelievable.
Had it not been for the pastor who taught me confirmation, Pastor Orville Kaminski, I don’t know if I would have really thought I could do this. He was the first person who told me: “you should think about going to seminary.”
I finally did end up at seminary – still not sure of this whole pastor thing, but figuring that would be the place to find out.
I was pretty sure I wanted to serve in some kind of social service agency or chaplaincy. But then on internship I realized that parish ministry maybe was in fact something I was called to do – and had the gifts for. And the rest, as they say, is history.
My call story is so different from Peter, Andrew, John & James’. It’s one of baby steps; of wonderings and doubts. Not some immediate realization that this was the path for me.
But to be fair, the disciples would have their moments too. Moments when they would question and doubt and wonder what in the world they had gotten themselves into. Moments when the reality didn’t match up with what they thought they were signing up for.

The truth is, the choice to follow Jesus’ call is something we make again and again. It’s not a “one and done” kind of a thing.
The call to be a pastor is a particular kind of calling. But it’s not just pastors who are called. Jesus calls all of us to follow him. We, the church, are called and invited to be a part of ushering in the kingdom of heaven. To share in Jesus’ mission and ministry of healing and preaching the good news of liberation and grace.

It’s a big call. And what does it look like to answer this call? Are we, like the disciples, expected to leave everything behind to follow the Lord?
I was struck this week by what Jesus says to these men. Jesus tells these fishermen that he will teach them to “fish for people.”
Yes, they are being asked to leave their old ways behind. But there’s a continuity here too. They will still be fishing. And Jesus will show them how to translate and use their skills in a new way – for God’s purposes.

There’s no doubt that this is a time of big change and transition for the church. The world around us is changing so quickly, and the pandemic has only amplified this change. The world still desperately needs to hear a word of love and grace and mercy, but we are fewer in number. The hard truth is that the way of being church as we knew it for most of our lifetimes, really isn’t sustainable anymore.
What is God calling the church to do and be at this moment in time? What do we need to let go of? What can we let go of? What new ways of organizing for ministry are needed in this time and place? How will God translate and use the skills we already have to be the church of tomorrow? I have a lot of questions!
The pandemic has been so challenging for churches, AND, the pandemic has also shown us that we can be creative and change quickly when we need to, which is a truly incredible gift. It still doesn’t necessarily mean we love change, but we know now just how much change we are capable of.
Just as Jesus called those disciples to follow him, so Jesus calls us to do the same. To trust that he is leading us and will use us to share the good news in our time and place.
It’s scary to be called away from what we know. But this is what the call has always been. And whether we immediately drop our nets and go, or whether it takes more tries and baby steps before we figure out what it looks like to heed this call, we can trust that Jesus will not leave us behind. For he is our stronghold, our light, and our salvation.

AMEN.
Hymn of the Day:  ELW # 574 ‘Here I Am, Lord’
1
"I, the Lord of sea and sky,


I have heard my people cry.


All who dwell in dark and sin


my hand will save.


I, who made the stars of night,


I will make their darkness bright.


Who will bear my light to them?


Whom shall I send?"

Refrain

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?


I have heard you calling in the night.


I will go, Lord, if you lead me.


I will hold your people in my heart.

2
"I, the Lord of snow and rain,


I have borne my people's pain.


I have wept for love of them.


They turn away.


I will break their hearts of stone,


give them hearts for love alone.


I will speak my word to them.


Whom shall I send?"  Refrain

3
"I, the Lord of wind and flame,


I will tend the poor and lame.


I will set a feast for them.


My hand will save.


Finest bread I will provide


till their hearts be satisfied.


I will give my life to them.


Whom shall I send?"  Refrain
(Title: Here I Am, Lord; Text & Music:  Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946; Text © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
A: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. Help us to work together across differences. Energize ecumenical partnerships, including the World Council of Churches, the Canadian Council of Churches, Kairos, and our full communion partnership with the Anglican Church of Canada. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 

We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea with your abundance. Bless harvests in the southern hemisphere and fallow fields in the northern hemisphere. Equip farmers to till and keep the earth sustainably. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 
In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break the rod of the oppressor in every nation. Dispel the shadow of death in places of war and persecution. Grant us leaders who lift the yokes that burden those in need. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 

Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. Rouse communities to care for neighbors who need shelter, are facing maltreatment, or are isolated and lonely. We pray for all who need your healing power, especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol, Jeff, Aaron, Mackenzie, Rhett, Linda, Pat, Jan, Ken, Lena, Elsa and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…  Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 

Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this community. We pray for Knox Presbyterian, Trillium United, St John’s Anglican, King Street Baptist, Immanuel City, St Clements, and all our siblings in Christ. Nurture each congregation’s unique witness to your presence; foster mutual respect; inspire our cooperation in loving our neighbors. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified. Amen.*

Share the peace of Christ:

The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you.*

Our worship continues with the offering of our gifts.

Offering  

Offertory Music:  ‘Arise Shine’ (From the Singing in Community paperless song book)
Arise, shine,  

for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 

(Title: Arise Shine; Text& Music: Ruth Cunningham, © 2007 Augsburg Fortress Publishers; All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer:
A: Liberating God,

you break the bonds of injustice

and let the oppressed go free.

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving

for all your works of merciful power,

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom.

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen.*

You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy - ACS Setting 12 (page 36)  
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of pow’r and God of might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.*

We praise you, all-holy God, (ACS - OPTION E: Form G — from setting 12)
for the universe beyond our knowing,

and for friends and strangers and family,

We praise you for your covenant people,

and for centuries of faithful Christians,

We praise you for your Son Jesus Christ,

who on the night before he died took bread, and gave thanks,

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Christ,

inspire your people for service,

and renew the world with your mercy,

with your healing, your justice, and your peace,

today, tomorrow, and forever. Amen.*
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion:
This is Christ’s table. No matter where you are on the journey, you are welcome here to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 

I invite those at home, and those in the building communing by fellowship cup, to take your bread or cracker as we say together, “The body of Christ, given for us.”

And, as we take our cup we say, “The blood of Christ, shed for us.”

Communion Music:  ELW # 661 ‘I Love to Tell the Story’

1
I love to tell the story


of unseen things above,


of Jesus and his glory,


of Jesus and his love.


I love to tell the story,


because I know it's true;


it satisfies my longings


as nothing else would do.

Refrain

I love to tell the story;


'twill be my theme in glory


to tell the old, old story


of Jesus and his love.

2
I love to tell the story:


how pleasant to repeat


what seems, each time I tell it,


more wonderfully sweet!


I love to tell the story,


for some have never heard


the message of salvation


from God's own holy word.  Refrain
3
I love to tell the story,


for those who know it best


seem hungering and thirsting


to hear it like the rest.


And when, in scenes of glory,


I sing the new, new song,


I'll sing the old, old story


that I have loved so long.  Refrain
(Title:  I Love to Tell the Story; Text:  Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911; Public Domain; Music:  William E. Fischer, 1849-1936l Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

L: May the body and blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you, in his grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion:
A: Holy One,

we thank you for the healing

that springs forth abundantly from this table.

Renew our strength to do justice,

love kindness,

and journey humbly with you. Amen.*

Blessing:

The God who faithfully brings forth justice

and breaks the oppressor’s rod

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you,

today and always.

Amen.*

Sending Hymn:  ELW # 671 ‘Shine, Jesus, Shine’
Refrain:

Shine Jesus shine
Fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze Spirit blaze
Set our hearts on fire
Flow river flow
Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth Your word
Lord and let there be light
1.  Lord the light of Your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness shining
Jesus Light of the World shine upon us
Set us free by the truth You now bring us
Shine on me shine on me
Refrain:

Shine Jesus shine
Fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze Spirit blaze
Set our hearts on fire
Flow river flow
Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth Your word
Lord and let there be light

2.  As we gaze on Your kingly brightness
So our faces display Your likeness
Ever changing from glory to glory
Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story
Shine on me shine on me

Refrain:

Shine Jesus shine
Fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze Spirit blaze
Set our hearts on fire
Flow river flow
Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth Your word
Lord and let there be light

(Title:  Shine, Jesus, Shine; Text & Music: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950; ©1987 Make Way Music (admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere) All Rights Reserved. ASCAP; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
A: Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.
C: Thanks be to God.*

*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
