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February 6th, 2022 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on February 6th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship February 6th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83664524050?pwd=aldGUFgrRzJodHVXVXFHQjNOSzhLZz09
Meeting ID:   836 6452 4050            Passcode: 565102 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+15873281099,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada 

+16473744685,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 587 328 1099 Canada        

+1 647 374 4685 Canada           

+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        

+1 204 272 7920 Canada           

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

Meeting ID:  836 6452 4050               Passcode: 565102

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtXjX1QaI 
……………………

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

…………………………..

DON’T FORGET YOUR HONEY THIS VALENTINE’S DAY.

 Order Pine Hill Wildflower Honey and you will be loved forever.

 $8.00 / 500 gram

 $16.00 / 1000 gram

 Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's office to place an order.

 Don't delay, quantities may be limited.

…………………..

Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 413 ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!’
1
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!


Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.


Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!


God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

2
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,


casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;


cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,


which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.

3
Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,


though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see,


only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,


perfect in pow'r, in love and purity.

4
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!


All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.


Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!


God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

(Title:  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! Text:  Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.; Public Domain; Music: Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Most holy God, the earth is filled with your glory, and before you angels and saints stand in awe. Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in the world, and by your grace make us heralds of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
The First Reading: Isaiah 6:1-13 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and said:
 “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
 the whole earth is full of his glory.”
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” And he said, “Go and say to this people:
 ‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend;
 keep looking, but do not understand.’
 Make the mind of this people dull,
  and stop their ears,
  and shut their eyes,
 so that they may not look with their eyes,
  and listen with their ears,
 and comprehend with their minds,
  and turn and be healed.”
 Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said:
 “Until cities lie waste
  without inhabitant,
 and houses without people,
  and the land is utterly desolate;
 until the Lord sends everyone far away,
  and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land.
 Even if a tenth part remain in it,
  it will be burned again,
 like a terebinth or an oak
  whose stump remains standing
  when it is felled.”
 The holy seed is its stump. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 138
I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart;

before the gods I will sing your praise.

I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.

When I called, you answered me;

you increased my strength within me.

All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord,

when they have heard the words of your mouth.

They will sing of the ways of the Lord,

that great is the glory of the Lord.

The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly,

perceiving the haughty from afar.

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.

You will make good your purpose for me;

O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain.

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW From Setting 8 (page 188 - Lead by Bradley Moggach)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.*
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 5:1-11
Assisting Minister: Glory to you, O Lord.
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
Have you ever participated in any team sports in your life? If you did make it in a team once in a while, were you the best of all, or just average, or even below average? 

In my university years in China, I did make it once to my school’s soccer team. And I learned a lot about team sports from this one-time experience. Do you know that in a team, there are always players who never get to play in a single game in the whole season? I mean, for the whole season these players attend practice, travel with the team, suit up for every game, and stand on the sidelines, but never get to play. I guarantee you that those players would give just about anything to get off of the bench and into the game because I was one of them.

Many of us feel that way in our lives. Many feel as if we are on the sidelines and not really in the game. Maybe we don’t think we’re good enough, skilled enough, or experienced enough to make it to the team. Maybe we got into the game once but it didn’t work out so well, and we left feeling like a failure. Or maybe we think playing in a team would take up more time than we’ve got, and we’re already very busy. Or maybe we’d like to get into the game, but we just don’t know what position we’re supposed to play in this team. I’m guessing that lots of us could find ourselves somewhere on that list.

If that’s so, today’s Gospel reading is right here for us, for it is all about how Jesus, how God chooses his team in this world.

In this passage, before meeting with Jesus Peter was washing and knitting his nets as part of his daily work. He was just one of those guys who had to work every day for a living. He had a bad night at work. Once in a while that happens to just about everyone. So when Jesus asked him to try another catch, Peter did not hesitate to express his doubt. But by God’s grace, Peter obeyed this rather weird fishing instruction from this rather weird local carpenter, and as the result they caught so many fish that their nets began to break. 

Although they caught so many fish, and at the end Jesus even called Peter to fish for people, the meaning of this text for me is not so much about fishing, but rather Jesus' interest in catching for membership in his team.

If you still remember what it was like to be picked last for teams in the playground, or not to make the team at all in your whole life, forget about it. It is not an issue with God’s team. God has already chosen you, not because you’re extraordinary but because God loves who you are. God chose you and claimed you for his team in the waters of baptism. God has already given you the uniform, the mark of the cross on your forehead. You’re already in the team. The death and resurrection of Jesus makes it so. 

And if you don’t think you’ve got the skills or experience to play in God’s team, good! Because it is not what God is looking for. God is not looking for superstars. God is looking for people who are willing to allow the power of God to work through them. As a pastor once said, “God doesn’t call those who are qualified; God qualifies those who are called.”

And if you think you don’t have time to play in God’s team, or you aren’t sure what position you’re called to play, relax. Start right where you are. Consider whatever it is you’re already doing. Remember those players I mentioned, who never get to play in a game? I learned that while they would dearly love to be on the field on game day, they see themselves as a vitally important part of the team. They make up the practice squad against whom the starters improve their skills. They shout encouragement from the sidelines and cheer their teammates on to greater things. And the most beautiful thing is that if the team wins the medal, everybody in that team including those never-make-it-on-the-field ones gets it as well. So, whether you work in an office, study in a classroom, raise children, volunteer, or care for a sick parent or spouse, know that what you’re doing right now IS God’s assignment for you. It matters. 

We’re in God’s team by grace. There’s a position for every one of us to play regardless of our experience or qualifications. This faith journey is not a spectator sport, and no one needs to sit on the bench. God qualifies all who are called. 

Let me leave you with a simple challenge today. It is very easy to follow: each morning this week before your feet hit the floor make the sign of the cross on your forehead and then say a little prayer: “Lord, I’m available to you today. Put me on the game, not because I’m extraordinary, but because you are.” And then live with your eyes wide open to the opportunities before you. 

God delights in using ordinary people just like you and me to do extraordinary things. Believe it!
Hymn of the Day: ELW # 817 ‘You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore’ 
1
You have come down to the lakeshore


seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy,


but only asking for me to follow.

Refrain

Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes;


kindly smiling, you've called out my name.


On the sand I have abandoned my small boat;


now with you, I will seek other seas.

2
You know full well what I have, Lord:


neither treasure nor weapons for conquest,


just these my fish nets and will for working.  Refrain

3
You need my hands, my exhaustion,


working love for the rest of the weary--


a love that's willing to go on loving.  Refrain
4
You who have fished other waters;


you, the longing of souls that are yearning:

       O loving Friend, you have come to call me.  Refrain
(Title:  You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore; Text & Music:  Text: Cesáreo Gabaráin, 1936-1991; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946; Spanish and English text © 1979 Cesáreo Gabaráin, OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.

Equip your church to proclaim the good news that we have first received: the forgiveness and grace shown to us through Jesus Christ. Send us out as apostles, sharing the hope of your salvation with a waiting world. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Holy are you, O God of hosts. Heaven and earth are filled with your glory. Reveal your splendor in fiery sunsets and in deep blue twilights. Teach us to recognize you in the beauty of our natural world. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Soften the hearts of rulers and governments that they perceive and tend to the needs of their people. Remove corruption and the impulse toward violence. Protect first responders and military personnel who risk their lives in service of others. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon those who look to you for hope and healing. Bless doctors, nurses, social workers, therapists, and all caregivers. Draw near to those who are scared, sick, or in pain especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Nancea, Helen, Katherina and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
The disciples received help from partners as they brought in an abundant catch of fish. So strengthen this congregation’s partnerships with community organizations and ministries. Multiply our shared efforts and bring joy to our relationships. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for our ancestors in faith who boldly answered your call. By their example give us courage to live in faith and to proclaim your mercy until the day that you gather us into your glory. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ: 
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God,

Sovereign of the universe.

You offer us new beginnings

and guide us on our journey.

Lead us to your table,

nourish us with this heavenly food,

and prepare us to carry your love

to a hungry world,

in the name of Christ our light.Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Communion
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, gracious God,

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.

Send us to bring good news

and to proclaim your favor to all,

strengthened with the richness of your grace

in your Son, Jesus Christ.

Amen.*
Blessing:
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,

who rejoices over you,

and who calls you by name,

☩ bless your going out and your coming in,

today and forever.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 866 ‘We Are Marching in the Light’ (Siyahamba) (2 verses, marching, singing)
1    We are marching in the light of God,

we are marching in the light of God.


We are marching in the light of God,


we are marching in the light of God.


We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,)


we are marching in the light of God.


We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,)


we are marching in the light of God.

Additional stanzas ad lib:


We are singing . . .

(Title: We Are Marching in the Light (Siyahamba) Text & Music:  Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984; Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610. All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go with Christ into a weary world.  Share the good news!
Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
