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February 5th, 2023 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany – Email/At Home Missal
ZOOM INFORMATION: 

The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on February 5th, 2023, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship February 5th, 2023 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86144723429?pwd=bDM1S2Q5ZVY3eGxhdlhuWG9UOHIvUT09 

Meeting ID:  861 4472 3429             Passcode: 701596
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+17789072071,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada  

+17806660144,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada
+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada
+1 647 558 0588 Canada

Meeting ID: 861 4472 3429          Passcode: 701596

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kHrnL3MpQ 
……………………………….
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THIS WEEK:
PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………….
IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
……………………………….

Here is the YouTube link for Pastor Laura’s sermon from this past Sunday’s (January 29th) service: https://youtu.be/uSnfxDsuuaU 

……………..……….

Thanks to Judith Douglas for playing the French Horn today!

………………………...

Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

……………………….

Bible Study will be in the Art Room on Mondays at 3:00 PM, beginning March 6th.

Please join us – all are welcome!

……………………….

Organ Recital Series
Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Wolff Opus VIII Organ

Sundays at 3:00pm

RCCO Members’ Recital February 19, 2023

(Freewill offering – fundraiser for the Cabena Scholarship Fund)

Bradley Moggach March 19, 2023

…………………………………

All Creation Sings (ACS) is a new liturgy and song supplement in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship resource family. Hand in hand with Evangelical Lutheran Worship, this supplement invites us to expand our prayer and song, joining our voices with the praise, and sighs, of the whole creation God so marvelously made.

If you would like to purchase a copy of All Creation Sings for St. Peter's, and perhaps an extra copy for yourself, the cost per copy including tax and shipping is $25.00.

To place an order please speak to Alex Black or call the church office. Please ensure your order indicates how many books are required and if they are for St. Peter's or for yourself.

…………………………….

This Valentine's Day...

Give your Valentine "ESTA" Truffles and you will always be loved!

15 Truffle Cone Bag $9.00 HST INC.

12 Truffle Heart Box $7.00 HST INC.

To place an order please contact Alex Black or call the church at 519-653-4721.
……………………….
Addison Women’s Choir presents – LOVE IS A SONG –

Sunday February 12, 2023 at 3 pm

A Valentine’s Dessert Cabaret; Refreshments to be served after the concert in the hall downstairs. 

Preston Mennonite Church, 791 Concession Road, Cambridge;

Tickets:  $15.00 per/person, Children 12 and under FREE

For more information please contact an Addison Choir member www.addisonwomenschoir.com 

or Barbara Berg at 519-653-0885.

………………………….

Lenten Discussion Series – Bless the Lent We Actually Have

On Zoom, Wednesdays at 7:15PM

The ZOOM link for this series opens at 6.45 pm.

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86719040403?pwd=akxCWllYMXYySjUxNUxuUlJzTkxxQT09 
Meeting ID:  867 1904 0403
Passcode: 865095
March 1 – Blessed Are The Imperfect

March 8 – Blessed Are The Curious
March 15 – Blessed Are Those Who Suffer

March 22 – Blessed Are The Lonely

March 29 – Blessed Are Those Who Mourn

Each session will be about 45 mins. You’re invited to join us for any or all, as you are able and interested. For more information, contact Pastor Laura at pastor@st-peters-cambridge.org
……………………….
Pastor:  Laura Sauder

Organist/Director of Music:  Bradley Moggach

Guest Musician:  Judith Douglas (French Horn)
Land Acknowledgement:
C: With thankful hearts we acknowledge that the land upon which we live and worship here at St Peter’s is the treaty land of the Six Nations, comprising in part the territory of the Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe and Neutral Peoples. This land is covered by treaties such as the Dish with One Spoon Treaty, the Two Row Wampum Treaty and the Haldimand Treaty of 1784. As we continue to learn more about the truth of our shared history, we desire to grow in Peace, Friendship and Respect, leading ultimately to true reconciliation.

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 832 ‘My Lord of Light’
1
My Lord of light who made the worlds,


in wisdom you have spoken;


but those who heard your wise commands


your holy law have broken.

2
My Lord of love who knew no sin,


a sinner's death enduring:


for us you wore a crown of thorns,


a crown of life securing.

3
My Lord of life who came in fire


when Christ was high ascended:


your burning love is now released,


our days of fear are ended.

4
My Lord of lords, one Trinity,


to your pure name be given


all glory now and evermore,


all praise in earth and heaven.

(Title:  My Lord of Light; Text:   Christopher Idle, b. 1938; Text © 1980 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:   English folk tune; arr. Alice Parker, b.1925; Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Kyrie:  ‘Haitian Kyrie’        
Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison.

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison.

Sauvez-moi la vie,

O Jésus je vous prie, Kyrie.

Sauvez-nous la vie,

O Jésus je vous prie.

Kyrie_eleison, Christe eleison,

Kyrie eleison, Kyrie_eleison.

(Title: Haitian Kyrie; Text: Haitian traditional; adapt. Andrew Donaldson, b. 1951; Text © Andrew Donaldson, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: English folk tune; arr. © Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer of the Day:
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.* 
Children’s Message: (Pastor Laura)
Lesson Introduction: (Pastor Laura)
The First Reading: Psalm 112:1-10
Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord
and have great delight in God’s commandments!

Their descendants will be mighty in the land;

the generation of the upright will be blessed.

Wealth and riches will be in their house,

and their righteousness will last forever.

Light shines in the darkness for the upright;

the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.

It is good for them to be generous in lending

and to manage their affairs with justice.

For they will never be shaken;

the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.

They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;

their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord.

Their heart is established and will not shrink,

until they see their desire upon their enemies.

They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever;

they will hold up their head with honor.

The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away;

the desires of the wicked will perish.*

Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Lesson Introduction:  (Pastor Laura)
The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-16

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I didn’t come preaching God’s secrets to you like I was an expert in speech or wisdom.  I had made up my mind not to think about anything while I was with you except Jesus Christ, and to preach him as crucified. I stood in front of you with weakness, fear, and a lot of shaking.  My message and my preaching weren’t presented with convincing wise words but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power. I did this so that your faith might not depend on the wisdom of people but on the power of God.

What we say is wisdom to people who are mature. It isn’t a wisdom that comes from the present day or from today’s leaders who are being reduced to nothing. We talk about God’s wisdom, which has been hidden as a secret. God determined this wisdom in advance, before time began, for our glory. It is a wisdom that none of the present-day rulers have understood, because if they did understand it, they would never have crucified the Lord of glory! But this is precisely what is written: God has prepared things for those who love him that no eye has seen, or ear has heard, or that haven’t crossed the mind of any human being. God has revealed these things to us through the Spirit. The Spirit searches everything, including the depths of God. Who knows a person’s depths except their own spirit that lives in them? In the same way, no one has known the depths of God except God’s Spirit. We haven’t received the world’s spirit but God’s Spirit so that we can know the things given to us by God. These are the things we are talking about—not with words taught by human wisdom but with words taught by the Spirit—we are interpreting spiritual things to spiritual people.  But people who are unspiritual don’t accept the things from God’s Spirit. They are foolishness to them and can’t be understood, because they can only be comprehended in a spiritual way. Spiritual people comprehend everything, but they themselves aren’t understood by anyone. Who has known the mind of the Lord, who will advise him? But we have the mind of Christ. (CEB)

Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation: ELW # 512 ‘Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil’

Lord, let my heart be good soil,


open to the seed of your word.


Lord, let my heart be good soil,


where love can grow and peace is understood.


When my heart is hard, break the stone away.


When my heart is cold, warm it with the day.


When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.


Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart,


Lord, let my heart be good soil.

(Title: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil; Text & Music: Handt Hanson, b. 1950; Text & Music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 5:13-20
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
“You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its saltiness, how will it become salty again? It’s good for nothing except to be thrown away and trampled under people’s feet. You are the light of the world. A city on top of a hill can’t be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a basket. Instead, they put it on top of a lampstand, and it shines on all who are in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before people, so they can see the good things you do and praise your Father who is in heaven.
“Don’t even begin to think that I have come to do away with the Law and the Prophets. I haven’t come to do away with them but to fulfill them. I say to you very seriously that as long as heaven and earth exist, neither the smallest letter nor even the smallest stroke of a pen will be erased from the Law until everything there becomes a reality. Therefore, whoever ignores one of the least of these commands and teaches others to do the same will be called the lowest in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever keeps these commands and teaches people to keep them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. I say to you that unless your righteousness is greater than the righteousness of the legal experts and the Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. (CEB)

The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon

By Pastor Laura Sauder

February 5, 2023 - Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany - Matthew 5:13-20

Have any of you ever seen the northern lights?

Growing up in Saskatchewan, I’ve been lucky enough to see them several times.  And one of the most memorable was on a canoe trip on the Churchill River north of La Ronge, SK.  It was the end of August – which is prime northern light season.  And we were far into the bush after paddling 17 km the first day and completing something like 10 portages the second day.  So no city or town lights to pollute the darkness of the night sky.

On that third or fourth night of the canoe trip, a few of us made our way down to the water’s edge, laying ourselves down on the large granite slabs that make up the Canadian Shield.  And right over heads, because we were far enough north, swirling green light moved and danced across the night sky.  Completely unpredictable in her movements, the lights would fade and then suddenly grow vivid, filling the sky from the tree line to the water’s edge.

Those of us gathered to witness this sight couldn’t help but grin and laugh and gasp at the beauty and wonder and awe of it all.  It was magnificent.

You are the light of the world.

Jesus tells those who have gathered to listen to him teach from the mountainside.  Remember, this is that same crowd of disciples and outcasts.  Those who have left their family to follow Jesus.  Those who have come seeking healing and home.

It gets lost in translation because of the limits of the English language, but the ‘you’ that Jesus speaks in a plural ‘you’.  As they say in the south, Jesus is telling the people ‘y’all are the light of the world’.

You, all together.  This newly forming community of disciples and misfits and outcasts.  You - together – are a light that cannot be hidden.  You – together – are a light that will shine in the dim places in this world.

Over the course of the pandemic, the Eastern Synod and the Centre for spirituality and Media at Martin Luther University College have been hosting webinars to facilitate conversations about the changing landscape of the church and ministry.  This week they had one of the topic of rostered leadership (pastors and deacons).

The panellists were asked to share signs of success or hope from their ministry settings.  Pastor Tuula van Gaasbeek from St. Philip’s Lutheran church in Etobicoke.  (anyone know Pastor Tuula?  Know about St. Phillip’s?) shared two stories of hope that really blew me away.

For several years, St. Philip’s has also been running a homework club for a decade for youth in their community (which includes several Toronto Community housing buildings).  One of the students in the program, who was from a newcomer family, got caught shoplifting.  His family didn’t attend or belong to the church, but they didn’t know what to do.   The mom came to the church asking for help because it was a place where they had a sense of connection, safety and trust.  Pastor Tuula was able to accompany this family through the court process, and help have this youth directed to a diversion program that was restorative rather than punitive.

Since 2016, St. Philip’s has been running a Good Food Market from June through August every year offering fresh food at cost.  Year over year, this initiative has grown, and along the way they’ve developed community and multi-faith partnerships in their neighbourhood.

The other sign of hop pastor Tuula shared was a Muslim family who asked to light prayers in the sanctuary.  Another newcomer family, they had said that once they reached safety they would offer prayers to Allah.  They probably didn’t expect that it would be in a church (much less Lutheran church – ware are Lutherans?) – but again, St. Philip’s had that presence in the community, and it was a place of connection, support, familiarity, and trust.

Now this isn’t success that is measured by our traditional ways of tallying church success (offerings or worship attendance or membership), but what a light of hope.

As we think of shining lights of hope, I also think of the prayer shawl ministry here at St. Peter’s.  This is something that in the few months I’ve been here, I’ve already witnessed what meaningful gifts these shawls can be for those going through difficult times.  A light of hope and comfort.

Jesus tells us to:  Let your light so shine before others, so that they may see your good works and praise your father in heaven.

Jesus doesn’t say, ‘let your light shine so that others may see your good works and become members of your church.

Jesus wants God’s light to shine so that lives will be change, including our own.

This isn’t something that is easy for us to measure.  This isn’t a good sustainability plan.  But according to Jesus, this is what the beloved community is to be:  the light of the world.

The thing about the light is that it doesn’t come from us.  This light is the Spirit who works in and through us, and this light is always there.  Sometimes we’re just really good at getting in the way of that light doing what it wants to do – shine brightly and fiercely into the dim places in the world.

We’re really good at noticing all the things we don’t have – or think we don’t have.  We don’t have enough people, not enough resources; not enough expertise or know how.  And maybe that’s true – or at least partially true.

But Jesus didn’t call people who had it all figured out.  Jesus didn’t call people who already knew what they were doing.

To be a disciple is to be a student.  The disciples were there to learn from Jesus.  And we are here to learn too.  We don’t have to have it all already figured out.  It’s okay if we try something and it doesn’t quite work out as we had hoped – because that’s part of learning too.  Listening to our neighbours and their needs.  Taking a risk and trying something – not for what we hope to gain but because shining light is what Jesus says we are to do as his disciples.

Which is why I found myself thinking of the northern lights this week.  The wondrous and unpredictable and dynamic beauty of the northern lights.

The thing about the northern lights is, they don’t serve any function or purpose.  They can’t be monetized, controlled, or exploited by humans.  They have not purpose other than awe and beauty and praise.  They are extravagant.  They are also a kind of community – dancing together in the night sky.

Jesus calls us – all of us together – to let this light shine.  For God’s goodness to shine in us and through us.

God, help us to be a community through whom this light shines so that we too can be a part of your work blessing the world. For we too long to grin and laugh and gasp and be surprised, by the beauty and the wonder and the awe    of it all.  AMEN.

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 712 ‘Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service’
1
Lord, whose love in humble service


bore the weight of human need,


who upon the cross, forsaken,


worked your mercy's perfect deed:


we, your servants, bring the worship


not of voice alone, but heart;


consecrating to your purpose


ev'ry gift which you impart.

2
Still your children wander homeless;


still the hungry cry for bread;


still the captives long for freedom;


still in grief we mourn our dead.


As you, Lord, in deep compassion


healed the sick and freed the soul,


by your Spirit send your power


to our world to make it whole.

3
As we worship, grant us vision,


till your love's revealing light


in its height and depth and greatness


dawns upon our quickened sight,


making known the needs and burdens


your compassion bids us bear,


stirring us to ardent service,


your abundant life to share.

4
Called by worship to your service,


forth in your dear name we go,


to the child, the youth, the aged, 


love in living deeds to show;


hope and health, good will and comfort,


counsel, aid and peace we give,


that your servants, Lord, in freedom


may your mercy know and live.

(Title: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service; Text:   Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984; Text © 1961 Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns, Arr. © 1978, 1985 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
A: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations and action. Give the church everywhere courage to repent for the ways we have tolerated and practiced injustice. Enable us to recognize the ways we are complicit in systemic racism and colonialism. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
Inspire our wonder at creation, from the light of dawn to the beauty of the dark night. Sustain the unseen depths of the ocean to the plants and animals we know well. Bring healing to lands and communities experiencing natural disasters. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
Instruct the powerful in your ways. Provide upright leadership in business and industry, that workers are not oppressed. Throughout the world, inspire voters and raise up politicians to heed your call for nations to practice righteousness. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. Grant peace to endless quarrels, put an end to hunger, and break every yoke of oppression. Shelter all who flee abuse in their homes or violence in their communities. Satisfy those afflicted in any way. Especially we pray for Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol, Jeff, Aaron, Mackenzie, Rhett, Linda, Pat, Jan, Ken, Lena, Elsa and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts… Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
Shape our congregation to be salt for the earth. Give us delight in your commandments, that we are generous with those in need. Make us steadfast in our trust in you, ready with tangible mercy and compassion for our neighbors. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

The cross and resurrection bring redemption from sin and death. We praise you for all whose unshaken faith in Christ shines forth in their witness. Keep them in our remembrance and bring us with them into the kingdom of heaven. Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer.
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified.  Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you.*

Our worship continues with the offering of our gifts.

Offering  

Offertory Music:  ‘Arise Shine’ (From the Singing in Community paperless song book)
Arise, shine,  

for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 

(Title: Arise Shine; Text& Music: Ruth Cunningham, © 2007 Augsburg Fortress Publishers; All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer:
A: Liberating God,
you break the bonds of injustice

and let the oppressed go free.

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving

for all your works of merciful power,

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom.

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen.*

You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy - ACS Setting 12 (page 36)  
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of pow’r and God of might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.*

We praise you, all-holy God, (ACS - OPTION E: Form G — from setting 12)
for the universe beyond our knowing,

and for friends and strangers and family,

We praise you for your covenant people,

and for centuries of faithful Christians,

We praise you for your Son Jesus Christ,

who on the night before he died took bread, and gave thanks,

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Christ,
inspire your people for service,

and renew the world with your mercy,

with your healing, your justice, and your peace,

today, tomorrow, and forever.
Amen.*
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion:
This is Christ’s table. No matter where you are on the journey, you are welcome here to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 

I invite those at home, and those in the building communing by fellowship cup, to take your bread or cracker as we say together, “The body of Christ, given for us.”

And, as we take our cup we say, “The blood of Christ, shed for us.”

Communion Music:  ‘Instrumental’ (arr. Judith Douglas – French Horn)

L: May the body and blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you, in his grace. 

C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion:
A: Holy One,

we thank you for the healing

that springs forth abundantly from this table.

Renew our strength to do justice,

love kindness,

and journey humbly with you. 
Amen.*

Blessing:
The God who faithfully brings forth justice

and breaks the oppressor’s rod

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you,

today and always. 
Amen.*

Sending Hymn:  ‘You Are Salt for the Earth’  
1.
You are salt for the earth, O people:


 Salt for the Kingdom of God!


 Share the flavor of life, O people: 


 Life in the Kingdom of God!

Refrain: 

Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy, 

Bring forth the Kingdom of peace;

Bring forth the Kingdom of justice, 

Bring forth the City of God!

2.
You are a light on the hill, O people: 


Light for the City of God!


Shine so holy and bright, O people: 


Shine for the Kingdom of God!

Refrain: 

Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy, 

Bring forth the Kingdom of peace;

Bring forth the Kingdom of justice, 

Bring forth the City of God!

3.
You are a seed of the Word, O people: 


Bring forth the Kingdom of God!


Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice, 


Grow in the Kingdom of God!

Refrain: 

Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy, 

Bring forth the Kingdom of peace;

Bring forth the Kingdom of justice, 

Bring forth the City of God!

 4.
We are a blest and a pilgrim people: 


Bound for the Kingdom of God!


Love our journey and love our homeland: 


Love is the Kingdom of God!
Refrain: 

Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy, 

Bring forth the Kingdom of peace;

Bring forth the Kingdom of justice, 

Bring forth the City of God!

(Title:  You Are Salt for the Earth; Text & Music: Marty Haugen b.1950.; © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc.; All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
A: Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.
C: Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
