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February 20th, 2022 Seventh Sunday after Epiphany – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on February 20th, 2022, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship February 20th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83664524050?pwd=aldGUFgrRzJodHVXVXFHQjNOSzhLZz09
Meeting ID:   836 6452 4050            Passcode: 565102 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+15873281099,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada 

+16473744685,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 587 328 1099 Canada        

+1 647 374 4685 Canada           

+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        

+1 204 272 7920 Canada           

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

Meeting ID:  836 6452 4050               Passcode: 565102

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtXjX1QaI 
……………………..

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

…………………………….
Important Dates from Church Council 

March 2, 2022 - Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 pm at St. Peter's and on zoom.

March 20, 2022 - Annual General Meeting following worship (in-person and on zoom)

Church Council invites congregation members to submit a nomination profile to them by March 1st if you are interested in a position on council. Please call the church office at 519-653-4721 to make arrangements to receive a form.
…………………………….
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 835 ‘All Creatures, Worship God Most High!’ (verses 1,2,3,6)
1
All creatures, worship God most high!

Sound ev'ry voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright;

sing, sister moon and stars of night:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2
Sing, brother wind; with clouds and rain

you grow the gifts of fruit and grain: Alleluia! Alleluia!

Dear sister water, useful, clear,

make music for your Lord to hear:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3
Sing, brother fire, so mirthful, strong,

drive far the shadows, join the throng: Alleluia! Alleluia!

Dear mother earth, so rich in care,

praise God in colors bright and rare:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

6
O sisters, brothers, take your part,

and worship God with humble heart: Alleluia! Alleluia!

All creatures, bless the Father, Son,

and Holy Spirit, Three in One:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

(Title:  All Creatures, Worship God Most High! Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. Composite; Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved; Used by permission. Music: Geistliche Kirchengesange, Koln, 1623; Public Domain. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
The First Reading:  Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ ” And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  Assisting Minister: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 37:1-11, 39-40
Do not be provoked by evildoers;

do not be jealous of those who do wrong.

For they shall soon wither like the grass,

and like the green grass fade away.

Put your trust in the Lord and do good;

dwell in the land and find safe pasture.

Take delight in the Lord,

who shall give you your heart’s desire.

Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord,

and see what God will do.

The Lord will make your vindication as clear as the light

and the justice of your case like the noonday sun.

Be still before the Lord and wait patiently.

Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes.

Refrain from anger, leave rage alone;

do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.

For evildoers shall be cut off,

but those who hope in the Lord shall possess the land.

In a little while the wicked shall be no more;

even if you search out their place, they will not be there.

But the lowly shall possess the land;

they will delight in abundance of peace.

But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O Lord;

you are their stronghold in time of trouble.

You, O Lord, will help them and rescue them;

you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you they seek refuge.*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.

So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.

What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW From Setting 8 (page 188 - Lead by Bradley Moggach)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.*
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 6:27-38
Assisting Minister: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said: “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you.

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
Love your enemies, Jesus said. Do good to those who hate you. These words are as radical now as they were then. How can a sensible person love someone who hurts them? How can we love someone who gossips about us, who cheats us, who uses us or coldly ignores us? How can we love an enemy when everything we feel inside about that person makes us want to hurt them as they have hurt us?

We might be able to talk about love once the playing field is leveled, once we have done our sweet revenge. We might be able to talk about love when the scales of justice are in balance once again. But love our enemies before revenge? Love our enemies without the expectation for revenge? Love someone without any thought of getting even? It's simply not fair.

That is exactly what Jesus is talking about here. He knew and we all know that revenge doesn’t work. The scales of justice can never be exactly balanced. As Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “When you live by the rule ‘an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth’, you end up with a nation of blind and toothless people.”

And that's why Jesus tells us to love our enemies. Do good to those who hate us.

But how in the world do we do that? How do you love someone for whom you feel no love? It's simply against our human nature, and against our culture. 

Before doing the countercultural, the counter-nature act of loving an enemy, you have to do something that is itself countercultural: we have to recognize that love has nothing to do with feelings. Unlike what our culture believes that everything is based on feelings. Love does not depend on how we feel.

You cannot tell if you love someone simply by the way you happen to feel at the moment about that person. Our feelings change. They come and go. Feelings are completely unreliable when it comes to evaluating or acting on love. Think about your relationship with your closest family members. For you who are married, can you honestly say that you always like your spouse, that you always feel good about her or him, and that you always want your spouse close to you? Do you always feel a tremendous fondness for a brother or sister, and you never have the feeling that they annoy the stuffing out of you?

When we stop to think about the matter, we know that our love cannot be based on our feelings. Our commitment, a commitment rooted in and shaped by love, cannot depend on how we feel at any given moment. Love must be based on something else. That something else is action. Love is known in action. Love is a verb.

Jesus makes that perfectly clear. He tells us what love does. Love blesses rather than curses. It is merciful as God is merciful. It forgives as God forgives, without any expectation of reward or vengeance.

And then Jesus says, “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” It is the great rule of love, the great rule by which you can tell if you are loving someone even when you don’t feel like it.

The proof, the evidence of our love is known in the way that we behave toward one another. “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” That is the great rule of love; it is a rule that begins with DO.

The spiritual promise that comes with obedience to the rule is this: the judgment you give, is the judgment you will receive; what you sow you will reap. Give and it will be given to you – a good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will be given to you.”

It is a promise rooted in relationships. We don’t forgive because we are stronger. We don’t bless because we are better. We forgive because we are forgiven. We bless because we are blessed. We show mercy because we know we would be lost unless abundant mercy had been and is shown to us. We do to others as we want them to do to us because there is no other way to break the cycle of evil.

Love is the only act that can overcome hate. Blessing is the only act that can overcome cursing. Forgiveness is the only act that can ultimately right a wrong.

God is the one who was acting. God forgave. God blessed. God loved. When we obey, when we trust God’s way with us, we, too, become signs of God's kingdom. We become God-like. We become Christian, Christ-like. Sometimes it feels good. Sometimes it doesn’t. Sometimes loving, forgiving and blessing hurts. But there is no other way.

And so we love, not because we want to do others a favor. We love because we have been loved. We love because we have been transformed. For that good news, Thanks be to God. Amen.

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 726 ‘Light Dawns on a Weary World’ 
1    Light dawns on a weary world

when eyes begin to see

all people's dignity.

Light dawns on a weary world:

the promised day of justice comes.

Refrain

The trees shall clap their hands;

the dry lands, gush with springs;

the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing!

We shall go out in joy,

and be led forth in peace,

as all the world in wonder echoes shalom.

2
Love grows in a weary world

when hungry hearts find bread

and children's dreams are fed.

Love grows in a weary world:

the promised feast of plenty comes.  Refrain
3
Hope blooms in a weary world

when creatures, once forlorn,

find wilderness reborn.

Hope blooms in a weary world:

the promised green of Eden comes.  Refrain
(Title:  Light Dawns on a Weary World; Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953; Text  © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: William P. Rowan, b.1951; Music © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.

You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your church to follow the leading of your love, especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us to show mercy just as we have first received mercy. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom again. Bless farmers and all who cultivate fields and urban gardens. Give favorable weather for planting. Bring forth from buried seed an abundant harvest, and guard against famine and disease. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance of peace. Protect all whose lives are marred by war and civil unrest. Release political prisoners and amplify the voices that challenge us to seek forgiveness and pursue nonviolence. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend broken relationships. Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen and deliver all whose spirits are troubled or are sick, or in need especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Nansea (pronounced Nancy), Helen, Katherina and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and to resolve conflicts with humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and sizes, and show love to those who are lonely or grieving. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom. As you have raised them to imperishable and eternal life, sustain us in faith by the promise of resurrection. God of grace C: hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God,

Sovereign of the universe.

You offer us new beginnings

and guide us on our journey.

Lead us to your table,

nourish us with this heavenly food,

and prepare us to carry your love

to a hungry world,

in the name of Christ our light. 
Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours.  

Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Communion
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Prayer after Communion:
We give you thanks, gracious God,

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.

Send us to bring good news

and to proclaim your favor to all,

strengthened with the richness of your grace

in your Son, Jesus Christ.

Amen.*
Blessing:
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,

who rejoices over you,

and who calls you by name,

☩ bless your going out and your coming in,

today and forever.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 603 ‘God, When Human Bonds Are Broken’ 
1
God, when human bonds are broken


and we lack the love or skill


to restore the hope of healing,


give us grace and make us still.

2
Through that stillness, with your Spirit


come into our world of stress,


for the sake of Christ forgiving


all the failures we confess.

3
You in us are bruised and broken:


hear us as we seek release


from the pain of earlier living;


set us free and grant us peace.

4
Send us, God of new beginnings,


humbly hopeful into life.


Use us as a means of blessing:


make us stronger, give us faith.

5
Give us faith to be more faithful,


give us hope to be more true,


give us love to go on learning:


God, encourage and renew!

(Title: God, When Human Bonds Are Broken; Text:  Fred Kaan, b. 1929; Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  William H. Monk 1823 - 1889; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610. All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go with Christ into a weary world.  Share the good news
Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
