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December 5th, 2021 Second Sunday in Advent – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on December 5th, 2021, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship December 5th, 2021 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83664524050?pwd=aldGUFgrRzJodHVXVXFHQjNOSzhLZz09
Meeting ID:   836 6452 4050            Passcode: 565102 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+15873281099,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada 

+16473744685,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 587 328 1099 Canada        

+1 647 374 4685 Canada           

+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        

+1 204 272 7920 Canada           

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

Meeting ID:  836 6452 4050               Passcode: 565102

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtXjX1QaI 

…………………………
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
…………………
CLWR BC Floods Appeal:
Massive floods and landslides have devastated parts of British Columbia, destroying roads and leaving several mountain towns isolated. At least three people are missing, some 18,000 people are displaced and authorities expect death tolls to rise.

CLWR invites you to pray for the people of British Columbia, and to consider making a gift to support recovery efforts. As we move to quickly identify partners well-positioned to respond effectively, your gift will provide emergency support and hope for recovery.

CLWR is accepting donations now on its website at clwr.org/BCfloods. Donations can also be made by phoning our office at 1.800.661.2597 (Monday to Thursday, 9:00 – 16:00 CDT) or by mailing a cheque to 600-177 Lombard Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R3B 0W5.

Friends and members of St. Peter's are welcome to support and donate to this cause, by including a donation in their offering, identified as CLWR BC FLOODS.

………………….
Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol

St. Peter's, 11th dramatic reading of Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol, was scheduled for December 10th. Unfortunately Covid-19 forced St. Peter’s to cancel this event. I am disappointed, but it is better, that we follow the Regional/Health guidelines that are in place for public gatherings.
St. Peter’s will host a Dramatic Reading of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, on Friday, December 9th, 2022. Many of the readers who participated in 2019, and were scheduled for 2020 and 2021, have indicated their interest in participating again. I just can't wait to listen to; Mike Mann, Karen Redman, Bryan Larkin, Eugenia Schatz, Michael Pryse, and Daiene Vernile.
As I have said in the past; Don't be a Scrooge. Please attend, support St. Peter's, and, recognize the prominent community members who donate their time to this event.

…………………….
Christmas Eve Service:  Friday, December 24, 2021 at 8 pm (In-person and Zoom)
Christmas Day Service:  Saturday, December 25, 2021 at 11:15 am (Zoom only!)
RSVP for This Year’s Christmas Eve Service. Please be aware that an RSVP will be required to attend the

Christmas Eve service this year. The service will be held Friday, December 24th at 8:00 PM. It is possible that we may see a spike in attendance and managing potential crowd sizes through assigned seating is very important, even with relaxed measures. Please RSVP to our Ministry of Risk Management council liaison, Donna Graham by December 19th. She can be reached by email at donnaandrandy@rogers.com or by phone at 519-654-3138. Please also indicate the names of everyone who is coming with you so that we can co-ordinate appropriately distant seating. Quiet singing will be allowed and you must remain masked while you are in the church. As has been our practice since returning to in-person worship, please wait to be seated by an usher when you arrive. Proof of vaccination is not required in order to attend our worship services.  We thank you for your patience as we work to ensure the safety of everyone who comes to worship with us this Christmas.

St. Peter’s Church Council

………………
WRAP UP YOUR SHOPPING EARLY...

With gifts that, will make your shopping experience easy, and support local producers.

Snyder Heritage Farms

Organic Maple Syrup

$22.00 / 1 Litre Mason Jar

Granular Maple Sugar

$7.50 / 150 gram shaker

$20.00 / 454 gram bag

Pine Hill Poultry

Pine Hill Wildflower Honey

$8.00 / 500 gram

$16.00 / 1000 gram

Atwood Heritage (N.S. Martin)

Summer Sausage

$25.00 / Chubb

Not just for summer!  A fancy charcuterie board is optional for this specialty, that can be enjoyed anytime.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's church office at 519-653-4721to place an order.

Don't delay, quantities may be limited.

………….
Menno Singers is back! Join artistic director Brandon Leis and choir for an online watch party on Sunday, December 19 at 3:00 pm as we share ‘Christmas Lessons and Carols’, recorded live at Trillium Lutheran Church. You can find the direct link to watch that afternoon at www.mennosingers.com
…………….
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 264 ‘Prepare the Royal Highway’
1    Prepare the royal highway;

the King of kings is near!


Let ev'ry hill and valley


a level road appear!


Then greet the King of glory,


foretold in sacred story:

Refrain

Hosanna to the Lord,


for he fulfills God's word!

2
God's people, see him coming:


your own eternal king!


Palm branches strew before him!


Spread garments! Shout and sing!


God's promise will not fail you!


No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain
3
Then fling the gates wide open


to greet your promised king!


Your king, yet ev'ry nation


its tribute too may bring.


All lands will bow before him;


their voices join your singing:  Refrain
4
His is no earthly kingdom;


it comes from heav'n above.


His rule is peace and freedom


and justice, truth, and love.


So let your praise be sounding


for kindness so abounding:  Refrain
(Title:  Prepare the Royal Highway; Text:  Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship; Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used By Permission; Music: Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
Lighting the Advent Wreath: Advent 2
We praise you, O God, for this circle of light

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.

As we light the candles on this wreath,

kindle within us the fire of your Spirit,

that we may be light shining in the darkness.

Enlighten us with your grace,

that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us.

Grant this through Christ our Lord,

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.

Amen.*
Light two candles.

Hymn:  ELW # 240 ‘Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah’ (verse 2)

2
Light two candles to watch for Messiah:


let the light banish darkness.


He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,


gently lead them homeward.

 (Title: Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah; Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954, Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used By Permission.Music: Yiddish folk tune; setting arr. © 1984 Ausburg Fortress  All rights reserved. Used By Permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The First Reading:  Malachi 3:1-4 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: Luke 1:68-79 
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to your people and set them free.
You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of your servant David. R
Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us,
to show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember your holy covenant.
This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

free to worship you without fear,
holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life. R
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,
to give God’s people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. R*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading:  Philippians 1:3-11
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  Assisting Minister: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW From Setting 3 (page 142 - Lead by Bradley Moggach)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.*
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 3:1-6
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
  make his paths straight.
 Every valley shall be filled,
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
 and the crooked shall be made straight,
  and the rough ways made smooth;
 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here.)
Both in the States and Canada, the official “shopping season” got off to a huge start on “Black Friday”, the day after American Thanksgiving. 

Very recently, I read an article online. In this article, the author intentionally calls this time of the year “season of holidays” instead of “holiday season”, because Christmas seems to fade out to be one of the “holidays” at this time of the year, maybe the least important one. 

In recent years, Black Friday has been joined by “Cyber Monday” (the Monday after Thanksgiving, when online retailers offer deals for shoppers who prefer to stay home and purchase things while wearing their pajamas) and “Small Business Saturday” (the Saturday after Black Friday, when folks are encouraged to shop locally and support small businesses).

All these holidays have one reason and one purpose, money. 

In addition, non-profit organizations are getting into the holiday spirit with “Giving Tuesday” (the day after Cyber Monday… after Small Business Saturday… after Black Friday… after Thanksgiving), encouraging folks to “cut through the noise” of retail and spend the day learning how to “give more, give better, and give smarter” during a season when people express their generosity in lots of different ways, including both gift-giving and charity.

Talk about “cutting through the noise.” The reading in the Gospel of Luke for this day begins with a long list of unpronounceable names. Luke places the story of John the Baptist in its context, the context of empire, politics, religion, and rule. These are the people who have power over the lives of the people surrounding Jesus: people like Tiberius, Herod, Pilate, Philip, Lysanias, Annas, Caiaphas… and so on. They carried different interests and different agendas to this world with only one reason and one purpose, power. These were powerful and important people, who demanded attention, homage, and obedience from the poor folks living in Galilee and the regions surrounding the Jordan River. People like Mary and Joseph.

Into this noisy and complicated time, God sent John – a powerless man who devoted his life to the ministry of pointing. John’s job was to point: to point out the dumb and dangerous nonsense that clouded people’s lives; to point to the water where they could be washed and changed and given another shot at living a meaningful and faithful life; and most of all, to point to the One who was coming into the world who would make all things new.

Pointing, that’s also the job of God’s people like us. Our job is to cut through the noise of this “season of holidays” and to point: to point out how silly it is to think that the future depends on how many people line up at the crack of dawn to buy mostly useless stuff; to point at how many people are living in poverty and hunger while the rest are wearing pajamas in a warm house and clicking away on Amazon or eBay; to point out that real, lasting hope cannot be purchased; and more than anything, to point to the fact that real, lasting hope will mean a total rearranging of the world as we know it, and a total rearranging of our mind, heart and life, and the things we value.

“Repent,” John the Baptist shouted in the wilderness, “for the Kingdom of God is near.” Amen

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 258 ‘Unexpected and Mysterious’ 
1
Unexpected and mysterious

is the gentle word of grace.

Everloving and sustaining

is the peace of God's embrace.

If we falter in our courage

and we doubt what we have known,

God is faithful to console us

as a mother tends her own.

2
In a momentary meeting

of eternity and time,

Mary learned that she would carry

both the mortal and divine.

Then she learned of God's compassion,

of Elizabeth's great joy,

and she ran to greet the woman

who would recognize her boy.

3
We are called to ponder myst'ry

and await the coming Christ,

to embody God's compassion

for each fragile human life.

God is with us in our longing

to bring healing to the earth,

while we watch with joy and wonder

for the promised Savior's birth.

(Title:  Unexpected and Mysterious
Text:  Jeannette M. Lindholm, b. 1961; Text © 2002 Jeannette M. Lindholm, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used By Permission
Music: Music © 1977 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching, that their words and our lives witness to your grace. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth that you create and call good. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to justice and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our lives to reach out with compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Sherrie, Nancea, Helen and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts.. Grant them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received. Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more humbly remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, we live in faith until the day of your coming. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
God of our waiting and watching,

we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives

to the service of all your people.

Prepare the way before us

as we meet you in this simple meal,

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Prayer after Communion:
Most High God,

you have come among us at this table.

By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,

sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.

Amen.*
Blessing:
The God of hope

fill us with all joy and peace in believing,

so that we may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 246 ‘Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding’ 
1
Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding!


"Christ is near," we hear it say.


"Cast away the works of darkness,


all you children of the day!"

2
Wakened by the solemn warning,


from earth's bondage let us rise;


Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling,


shines upon the morning skies.

3
See the Lamb, so long expected,


come with pardon down from heav'n.


Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,


one and all, to be forgiv'n;

4
So, when next he comes in glory


and the world is wrapped in fear,


he will shield us with his mercy


and with words of love draw near.

5
Honor, glory, might, and blessing


to the Father and the Son


with the everlasting Spirit


while unending ages run!

(Title: Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! Text:  Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878; Public Domain; Music:  William H. Monk, 1823-1889 alt.; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610. All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard  Version Bible,  copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
