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December 26th, 2021 First Sunday of Christmas – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on December 26th, 2021, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship December 26th, 2021 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83664524050?pwd=aldGUFgrRzJodHVXVXFHQjNOSzhLZz09 

Meeting ID:   836 6452 4050            Passcode: 565102 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+15873281099,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada
+16473744685,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada

Dial by your location:  
+1 587 328 1099 Canada        
+1 647 374 4685 Canada           
+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        
+1 204 272 7920 Canada           
+1 438 809 7799 Canada

Meeting ID:  836 6452 4050               Passcode: 565102
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtXjX1QaI
……………….
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
………………….
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:
Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Welcome remarks:  Lorre is our Assisting Minister today, and will be doing all of the congregational responses on behalf of the congregation this morning.

Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 289 ‘’Angels We Have Heard on High’ (Debbie Lou Ludolph - vocal)
1
Angels we have heard on high,


sweetly singing o'er the plains,


and the mountains in reply,


echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain


Gloria in excelsis Deo;


gloria in excelsis Deo.

2
Shepherds, why this jubilee?


Why your joyous strains prolong?


What the gladsome tidings be


which inspire your heav'nly song?  Refrain
3
Come to Bethlehem and see 


him whose birth the angels sing;


come, adore on bended knee


Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  Refrain

(Title:  Angels We Have Heard on High; Text:  French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864; Public Domain; Music: French carol; arr.Edward S. Barnes, 1887 -1958; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
The First Reading:  1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. His mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the Lord repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to the Lord”; and then they would return to their home.

Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the Lord and with the people.  (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Psalm:  148
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens;

praise God in the heights.

Praise the Lord, all you angels;

sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.

Praise the Lord, sun and moon;

sing praise, all you shining stars.

Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens,

and you waters above the heavens.

Let them praise the name of the Lord,

who commanded, and they were created,

who made them stand fast forever and ever,

giving them a law that shall not pass away.

Praise the Lord from the earth,

you sea monsters and all deeps;

fire and hail, snow and fog,

tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;

mountains and all hills,

fruit trees and all cedars;

wild beasts and all cattle,

creeping things and flying birds;

sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,

princes and all rulers of the world;

young men and maidens,

old and young together.

Let them praise the name of the Lord,

whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.

The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,

the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-17
 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 2:41-52 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Now every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Message (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
Jesus grows so fast. Days ago he was still an infant in the manger, sweet and cute, today, he’s already a 12-year-old boy, a time to make some troubles. 

Today’s Gospel story has a totally different tone from the Scripture readings we heard on Christmas Eve. There is no angel or heavenly beings; there is no Wiseman with treasures or shepherds spreading the good news. What we heard is mainly a family conflict between teenager Jesus and his frustrated parents.  

I don’t want to criticize Mary and Joseph too easily, for as a father of 2 lovely children, I can imagine what I would turn into if I had been looking for my children for 3 days. All in all, it was Jesus’ fault, for he stayed in the temple without his parents’ permission. Jesus knew it himself too, so even though he still argued with his parents we are told that he went back home with them and was obedient to them. And we are also told that Mary treasured all these things in her heart. Obviously, Mary learned something from this rather scary and frustrating experience. But what did she learn? 

The thing she learned is that Jesus was not a baby anymore, and she could not keep him as a baby anymore. From the very beginning, Mary knew that this baby was not an ordinary baby. Mary knew this baby was conceived by the Holy Spirit and would become the savior of the whole human race. But knowing in the mind is different from knowing in the heart. At that moment, Mary wasn’t ready to let go of HER son Jesus. She wasn’t ready to give her Jesus back to God yet. She was not ready to accept that Jesus did not come to only fulfill her expectations. Like many parents of teenagers, Mary wanted her cute little Jesus back; she was not ready to let Jesus grow into the future of his full life and his true calling yet.

In the Temple, Mary expected Jesus to behave a certain way and Jesus expects his mother to know why he wasn’t. The problem is that Jesus and his parents have two different understandings of who Jesus’ Father is. The tension between Jesus, son of Mary and Joseph, and Jesus, Son of God, was heightened. Sure, Jesus returns to Nazareth and is obedient to his parents. But it is clear that his priorities had changed. Jesus’ primary concern was not the will of his parents but the will of God and the mission that God called him into, the mission far more than the wildest human imaginations; the mission far more than any human expectations.  

Mary and Joseph searched three days for Jesus, and on the third day found him sound and well; but they didn’t find him in the expected places, the places like his extended family’s houses or the familiar company of the pilgrims’ caravan. After three days, Mary and Joseph found Jesus sound and well in the Temple at Jerusalem among the teachers of the law, whom Jesus will face again 20 something years later when he was tried, convicted, and handed over to be killed.

Mary and Joseph found Jesus sound and well after three days in a place they didn’t expect. I don’t know about you, but in my ear, this sounds very much like the Easter story. Maybe, Luke’s hint here is of Jesus’ ultimate calling to bring salvation to God’s people through his death and resurrection. Jesus, dead and buried, is raised on the third day. All these are not expected by anybody in this world. 

Christmas is not an isolated festival. Christmas story will never end in the small inn in Bethlehem, where a baby lying in a manger surrounded by Wisemen, shepherds, angels, Joseph and Mary. Does it sound like a piece of good news for you? 

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 294 ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ (Debbie Lou Ludolph - vocal)
 1
In the bleak midwinter,

frosty wind made moan,


earth stood hard as iron,


water like a stone;


snow had fallen, snow on snow,


snow on snow,


in the bleak midwinter,


long ago.
2
Heaven cannot hold him,


nor earth sustain;


heav'n and earth shall flee away


when he comes to reign;


in the bleak midwinter


a stable place sufficed


the Lord God almighty,


Jesus Christ.

3
What can I give him,


poor as I am?


If I were a shepherd


I would bring a lamb;


if I were a wise man


I would do my part;


yet what I can I give him—


give my heart.
(Title:  In the Bleak Midwinter; Text:   Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894, alt. Public Domain; Music:  Gustav Holst, 1874-1934; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

You come to us in gatherings of your church across the globe. Unite us with those who celebrate your birth even when they are weighed down by grief, loss, poverty, hunger, or injustice. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.  

You come to us in the diverse splendor of the universe. Grant us the humility to trust our place in the network of creation, that we live in service to you and the natural world. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
You come to us through relationships of many kinds: families, friendships, communities, and nations. Guide us in these relationships, that we recognize the Christ child in one another and show your love to those most vulnerable. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
You come to us through people whom the world forgets. Poor shepherds and an imprisoned Paul announced your good news. Send your Spirit to all who are imprisoned, struggling with addiction, unwell, or in any need this day especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Nancea, Helen, Katherina and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
You come to us in acts of justice and forgiveness. Open our hearts to forgive one another, without permitting injustice. Supply us with the wisdom to be clothed with love, binding all things together in perfect harmony. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

You come to us through those who have died yet live with you forever. We give thanks for Stephen, deacon and martyr, who gave his life to tell the story of your love. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Prayer after Communion
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus,

God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine.

As we have shared this feast of love,

strengthen us to share your love with all the world.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.*
Blessing:
The God of hope

fill us with all joy and peace in believing,

so that we may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 297 ‘Jesus, What a Wonderful Child’ (Debbie Lou Ludolph - vocal)
Jesus, Jesus, oh, what a wonderful child.
Jesus, Jesus, so holy, meek, and mild;
new life, new hope the child will bring.

Listen to the angels sing:

"Glory, glory, glory," let the heavens ring!

(Title:  Jesus, What a Wonderful Child; Text:   African American traditional alt., Public Domain; Music:  African traditional ; arr. © 1992 Pilgrim Press, from The New Century Hymnal, 136, All rights reserved; Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Dismissal:
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.

Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible,  copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
