13

December 25th, 2022 From Heaven Above: A Service for Christmas Day – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on December 25th, 2022, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship December 25th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86144723429?pwd=bDM1S2Q5ZVY3eGxhdlhuWG9UOHIvUT09 

Meeting ID:  861 4472 3429             Passcode: 701596
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+17789072071,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada  

+17806660144,,86144723429#,,,,*701596# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada
+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada
+1 647 558 0588 Canada

Meeting ID: 861 4472 3429          Passcode: 701596

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kHrnL3MpQ 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until April 23, 2023 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZIsc-2vrDguGN1OwHPhi3SQzEVjChl_ddkd/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGurz8uHdaWtBuORpwABY-gLO3zpnZbjY0MswjNMyhaMTDHLMd0OJF3HOfU
…………………………
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THIS WEEK:

PASTORAL VISITS:  Pastor Laura Sauder is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to her by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………….

IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
…………………………..
Here is the YouTube link for last Sunday’s (December 18th) sermon by Pastor Laura Sauder: https://youtu.be/DIrqXzdq4pY 

……………..……….


Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

……………………….
The bulletin today is being sponsored by the family in loving memory of Mrs. Alma Fenton.  

Season’s Greetings to Everyone!

……………………….

Organ Recital Series

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Wolff Opus VIII Organ

Sundays at 3:00pm

Dr. Peter Nikiforuk January 22, 2023

RCCO Members’ Recital. February 19, 2023

Bradley Moggach March 19, 2023

…………………………………

Pastor:  Laura Sauder

Director of Music:  Bradley Moggach

Gathering Song:  ‘Good Christian Friends, Rejoice’ ELW # 288, LBW # 55 
1
Good Christian friends, rejoice


with heart and soul and voice;


give ye heed to what we say:


Jesus Christ is born today;


ox and ass before him bow,


and he is in the manger now.


Christ is born today!


Christ is born today!

2
Good Christian friends, rejoice


with heart and soul and voice;


now ye hear of endless bliss:


Jesus Christ was born for this!


He has opened heaven's door,


and we are blest forevermore.


Christ was born for this!


Christ was born for this!

3
Good Christian friends, rejoice


with heart and soul and voice;


now ye need not fear the grave;


Jesus Christ was born to save!


Calls you one and calls you all


to gain the everlasting hall.


Christ was born to save!


Christ was born to save!

(Title:  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice; Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866; Public Domain; Music:  German carol, 14th cent.; arr. Robert L. Pearall, 1795-1856; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dialogue:
Who are these angels who come to earth,

C: bearing the news of the Christ child’s birth?
Who are these shepherds who run to see,

C: and worship the babe on bended knee?
Who is this child, so small, so slight,

C: of whom the angels sang that night?
Who is this king, a manger his throne,

C: who humbles himself to make us his own?
Who is this God who sends a Son

C: into our midst, the promised one?
Greeting and Prayer:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the Son of God sent from heaven above,

be with you all.

C: And also with you.
Let us pray. Incarnate God, on this Christmas Day we give

you thanks for sending your Son to bring light to our darkness.

Grant that we, like the angels over Bethlehem, may

sing your praises in our hearts and lives.

Amen.
Who Are These Angels Who Come to Earth?
A Reading from Luke 2:8-14 

Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. The Lord’s angel stood before them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified.

The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news for all people. Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. This is a sign for you: you will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great assembly of the heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They said, “Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors.” (CEB)

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation:

Glory to God in highest heaven,
C: who unto us the Son has given.
Carol: ‘From Heaven Above’ ELW # 268 / LBW 51, (sts. 1-3)
1
"From heav'n above to earth I come


to bear good news to ev'ry home!


Glad tidings of great joy I bring


to all the world, and gladly sing:"

2
"To you this night is born a child


of Mary, chosen virgin mild;


this newborn child of lowly birth


shall be the joy of all the earth."

3
"This is the Christ, God's Son most high,


who hears your sad and bitter cry,


who will himself your Savior be


and from all sin will set you free."

(Title:  From Heaven Above; Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship; Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by permission; Music:  attr. Martin Luther; V. Schumann, Geistliche Lieder, 1539; Public Domain

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Who Are These Shepherds Who Run to See?
A Reading from Luke 2:15-20 
When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go right now to Bethlehem and see what’s happened. Let’s confirm what the Lord has revealed to us.” They went quickly and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they reported what they had been told about this child. Everyone who heard it was amazed at what the shepherds told them. Mary committed these things to memory and considered them carefully.  The shepherds returned home, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. Everything happened just as they had been told. (CEB)

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation:

Glory to God in highest heaven,
C: who unto us the Son has given.
Carol: ‘From Heaven Above’ ELW # 268 / LBW 51, (sts. 4-6)

4
"The blessing that the Father planned

the Son holds in his infant hand,

that in his kingdom, bright and fair,

you may with us his glory share."

5
"These are the signs that you will see


to let you know that it is he:


in manger-bed, in swaddling clothes


the child who all the earth upholds."

6
Now let us all with joyful cheer


go with the shepherds and draw near


to see this wondrous gift of God,


the blessed child to us bestowed. 

(Title:  From Heaven Above; Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship; Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by permission; Music:  attr. Martin Luther; V. Schumann, Geistliche Lieder, 1539; Public Domain

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.) 
Who Is This Child, So Small, So Slight? 
A Reading from Hebrews 1:1-4 

In the past, God spoke through the prophets to our ancestors in many times and many ways. In these final days, though, he spoke to us through a Son. God made his Son the heir of everything and created the world through him. The Son is the light of God’s glory and the imprint of God’s being. He maintains everything with his powerful message. After he carried out the cleansing of people from their sins, he sat down at the right side of the highest majesty. And the Son became so much greater than the other messengers, such as angels, that he received a more important title than theirs. (CEB)

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation:

Glory to God in highest heaven,
C: who unto us the Son has given.
Carol: ‘From Heaven Above’ ELW # 268 / LBW 51, (sts. 7-9)

7
Look, look, dear friends, look over there!


What lies within that manger bare?


Who is that lovely little one?


The baby Jesus, God's dear Son.

8
Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,


through whom this sinful world is blest!


You turned not from our needs away;


how can our thanks such love repay?

9
O Lord, you have created all!

How did you come to be so small,

to sweetly sleep in manger-bed

where lowing cattle lately fed?

(Title:  From Heaven Above; Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship; Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by permission; Music:  attr. Martin Luther; V. Schumann, Geistliche Lieder, 1539; Public Domain

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Who Is This King, a Manger His Throne?
A Reading from Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.
    On those living in a pitch-dark land, light has dawned.
You have made the nation great;
    you have increased its joy.
They rejoiced before you as with joy at the harvest,
    as those who divide plunder rejoice.
 As on the day of Midian, you’ve shattered the yoke that burdened them,
    the staff on their shoulders,
    and the rod of their oppressor.
Because every boot of the thundering warriors,
    and every garment rolled in blood
    will be burned, fuel for the fire.
A child is born to us, a son is given to us,
    and authority will be on his shoulders.
    He will be named
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.
There will be vast authority and endless peace
    for David’s throne and for his kingdom,
    establishing and sustaining it
    with justice and righteousness
    now and forever. (CEB)

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation:

Glory to God in highest heaven,
C:  who unto us the Son has given.
Carol: ‘From Heaven Above’ ELW # 268 / LBW 51, (sts. 10-11)

10
Were earth a thousand times as fair
              and set with gold and jewels rare,

              still such a cradle would not do

              to rock a prince so great as you.

11
For velvets soft and silken stuff


you have but hay and straw so rough


on which as king so rich and great


to be enthroned in humble state.

(Title:  From Heaven Above; Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship; Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by permission; Music:  attr. Martin Luther; V. Schumann, Geistliche Lieder, 1539; Public Domain

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Who Is This God, Who Sends a Son?
A Reading from John 1:1-14 

In the beginning was the Word
    and the Word was with God
    and the Word was God.
The Word was with God in the beginning.
Everything came into being through the Word,
    and without the Word
    nothing came into being.
What came into being
    through the Word was life,
    and the life was the light for all people.
The light shines in the darkness,
    and the darkness doesn’t extinguish the light.
A man named John was sent from God. He came as a witness to testify concerning the light, so that through him everyone would believe in the light. He himself wasn’t the light, but his mission was to testify concerning the light.
The true light that shines on all people
    was coming into the world.
 The light was in the world,
    and the world came into being through the light,
        but the world didn’t recognize the light.
 The light came to his own people,
    and his own people didn’t welcome him.
But those who did welcome him,
        those who believed in his name,
    he authorized to become God’s children,
        born not from blood
        nor from human desire or passion,
        but born from God.
The Word became flesh
    and made his home among us.
We have seen his glory,
    glory like that of a father’s only son,
        full of grace and truth. (CEB)

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation:

Glory to God in highest heaven,
C: who unto us the Son has given.

Carol: ‘From Heaven Above’ ELW # 268 / LBW 51, (sts. 12-14)

12
Ah, dearest Jesus, holy child,


prepare a bed, soft, undefiled,


a quiet chamber in my heart,


that you and I may never part.

13
My heart for very joy now leaps;


my voice no longer silence keeps;


I too must sing with joyful tongue


the sweetest ancient cradle-song:

14
"Glory to God in highest heav'n,


who unto us the Son has giv'n."


With angels sing in pious mirth


a glad new year to all the earth!

 (Title:  From Heaven Above; Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship; Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by permission; Music:  attr. Martin Luther; V. Schumann, Geistliche Lieder, 1539; Public Domain

Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Meditation

Christmas Day Sermon

Rev. Laura Sauder

“From Heaven Above” isn’t a mainstream Christmas carol, but it’s one that we’ll sing now and then in Lutheran settings because it’s written by Martin Luther. 

Luther wrote this hymn for his son Hans who was 5 at the time. Luther called it a children’s carol, and it was based on a refrain from a 16th century singing game where the song sets up a riddle to be solved. “In the hymn, the stanzas in quotation marks are the words of the angels rejoicing at Jesus’ birth, while the other stanzas offer commentary and prayers.”
 

There’s even a story I found online (although I couldn’t verify the source) that says “Luther wanted to give his children memorable Christmas celebrations, so he would arrange to have a man show up at his house dressed up as an angel, who sang the first seven verses of the hymn. Luther’s children in lively fashion would respond by singing the remaining verses.”

For Luther, this hymn was a fun tool to teach his children about Jesus and the story of Christmas. 

What I also think is special, is that in the carol’s simplicity and its pattern of laying out clues, it invites us to recall the questions we have about Jesus that remain unanswered. 

Especially the questions we have about the incarnation, about God choosing to become fully human. Because at Christmas time, when we celebrate this God who was born in a manger, we’re often left with questions.

Our readings this morning came from several different books in the Bible. Each one offering us a glimpse of the incarnation. And the wonderful thing about having all these readings together is that they give us a more complete picture of who God is.

From Luke, we hear about God who came to us as a baby: small, innocent, vulnerable, dependant on his parents.

From Hebrews, we hear about God who is the Creator of all things and who sustains all things. That it was this creating and sustaining God who became human in order to connect with and reach the world.

From Isaiah, we about how God will establish peace, justice, and righteousness by sending a child into the world.

And from John, we hear those beautiful poetic words about Jesus Christ, God’s creative and redeeming Word. God the Word, who existed before creation, who exists beyond time, and who became human so that the Word might bring salvation for the world.

But even with this combination of readings, the incarnation remains a mystery to us. There aren’t any answers to be found here that explain how this all knowing, all powerful creating God could become a vulnerable human being.

This mystery, the incarnation, has captured the imagination of Christians for centuries. The glimpses from Scripture have inspired poems, songs, and reflections that have been passed down to us. From the earliest Christians, through the Reformers (like the carol from Luther), to this day, people of faith seek to express this mystery in to their own time and place.

This morning, as we come to the manger, we worship and celebrate God who creates and sustains the world; God who is almighty and all-knowing. 

And this morning, as we come to the manger, we worship and celebrate God who became human and in doing so, knows us intimately. We worship and celebrate God who has experienced grief, pain, temptation, sadness, frustration, and anger; and God who has experienced joy, happiness, love, fun, celebration, hope, and friendship.

How God can be all of these things at once is ultimately a mystery to us. The incarnation leaves us questions we cannot answer. And so, the only response we can offer is one of faith, celebrating and worshiping this child who gives us new life. 

Although we don’t have all the answers and we can’t fully explain it we have faith and trust that God came to us as a child in order to bring healing, salvation, and redemption. Because in spite of all the questions, there is one thing we can be sure of: 

this God who creates, redeems and sustains has come and is with us now. AMEN.

Hymn of the Day:  ELW # 292 ‘Love Has Come’

1. Love has come—a light in the darkness!

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.

See, all heaven has come to proclaim it;

hear how their song of joy arises: 

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! 

Love! Love! Glory to God on high.

2. Love is born! Come, share in the wonder.

Love is God now asleep in the hay.

See the glow in the eyes of his mother;

what is the name her heart is saying?

Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers;

Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel.

3. Love has come and never will leave us! 

Love is life everlasting and free.

Love is Jesus within and among us.

Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.

Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas;

Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

(Title:  Love Has Come; Text Ken Bible, b. 1950; Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695; All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Music:  F. Sequin, Recueil de noels compses en langue provencale, 1856; arr. © Augsburg Fortress; All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
A: Gracious God, you come from heaven above into the midst of our world.

C: Fill our hearts with the joy of the angels at your birth.
A: You come from heaven above to the lowliest of human conditions.

C: Watch over those in need, the sick, the hungry, the grieving.
A: (especially we pray for Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Shirley, Maya, Karen, Clara, Carol, Jeff, Aaron, Mackenzie, Rhett, Linda, Pat, Jan, Ken and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…).
You come from heaven above to walk the way of the cross.

C: Guide us to follow your path of forgiveness, mercy, and peace.
A: You come from heaven above to become flesh and live among us.

C: May we see your glory, full of grace and truth. Amen.
Share the peace of Christ:
Angels said it to startled shepherds,

Jesus said it to frightened followers,

And now these words which come from heaven

are shared to make us whole and make us one.

Peace be with you. C: And also with you. ****
(A Wee Worship Book – Liturgy for Holy Communion A #30810; Type:  Words; First Line:  Call to worship – Gather us in; Language: English (pages 80-92); Contributors:  Iona community; Text: © 1999, WGRG, Iona community, GIA Publications, Inc; exclusive North American agent. All rights reserved. Used by permission. ) Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Our worship continues with the offering of our gifts.

Offering  

Offertory Song: ELW # 294 ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’

1
In the bleak midwinter,


frosty wind made moan,


earth stood hard as iron,


water like a stone;


snow had fallen, snow on snow,


snow on snow,


in the bleak midwinter,


long ago.

2
Heaven cannot hold him,


nor earth sustain;


heav'n and earth shall flee away


when he comes to reign;


in the bleak midwinter


a stable place sufficed


the Lord God almighty,


Jesus Christ.

3
What can I give him,


poor as I am?


If I were a shepherd


I would bring a lamb;


if I were a wise man


I would do my part;


yet what I can I give him—


give my heart.

(Title:  In the Bleak Midwinter; Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894; Public Domain; Music:  Gustav Holst, 1874-1934; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Offering Prayer:
A: God of abundance,

receive and bless these gifts we have offered.

Join our hearts with the song of the angels,

and gather us at your table of celebration.

Strengthen us to share with all the world

the abundance of your grace upon grace,

poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen.

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

L:   The Lord be with you.

C:  And also with you.

L:   Lift up your hearts.

C:  We lift them to the Lord.

L:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh

you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy – ELW Setting 1 (page 108)  (Tune:  Picardy ELW # 490)

Holy, holy, Lord most holy,

God of pow’r and God of might:

heav’n and earth reveal your glory.

Hail, hosanna, Lord of light!

Blessed be the coming Savior.

Hail, hosanna, Lord of light!

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Communion:
This is Christ’s table. No matter where you are on the journey, you are welcome here to receive God’s good gifts of love, mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 

I invite those at home, and those in the building communing by fellowship cup, to take your bread or cracker as we say together, “The body of Christ, given for us.”

And, as we take our cup we say, “The blood of Christ, shed for us.”

Communion Music:  ELW Hymn # 284 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime’ (*original: "mighty Gitchi Manitou")
1    'Twas in the moon of wintertime


when all the birds had fled,


that *God the Lord of all the earth 


sent angel choirs instead;


before their light the stars grew dim,


and wond'ring hunters heard the hymn:

Refrain

Jesus your king is born! Jesus is born,


in excelsis gloria!

2
Within a lodge of broken bark


the tender babe was found;


a ragged robe of rabbit skin


enwrapped his beauty round;


but as the hunter braves drew nigh,


the angel song rang loud and high:  Refrain
3
The earliest moon of wintertime


is not so round and fair


as was the ring of glory on


the helpless infant there.


The chiefs from far before him knelt


with gifts of fox and beaver pelt.  Refrain
4
O children of the forest free,


the angel-song is true;


the holy child of earth and heav'n


is born today for you.


Come, kneel before the radiant boy,


who brings you beauty, peace, and joy.  Refrain
(Title: 'Twas in the Moon of Wintertime (*original: "mighty Gitchi Manitou") Text: Jean de Brébeuf, 1593-1649; tr. Jesse E. Middleton, 1872-1960, alt.; Text © 1927 The Frederick Harris Music Company. All rights reserved. Public Domain; Music: French folk tune, c. 16th cent.; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Prayer after Communion:
A: O Lord our God,

we give you thanks for the gifts of bread and wine,

the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ.

Send us out into your world to proclaim with joy:

C: Glory to God in highest heaven,
who unto us the Son has given. Amen.
Blessing:
May the God who comes from heaven above

be born in your hearts and lives this day and always. Amen.*
Sending Song:  ELW # 290 ‘Go Tell It on the Mountain’
Refrain

Go tell it on the mountain,


over the hills and ev'rywhere;


go tell it on the mountain


that Jesus Christ is born!

1
While shepherds kept their watching


o'er silent flocks by night,


behold, throughout the heavens


there shone a holy light.  Refrain 

2
The shepherds feared and trembled


when, lo, above the earth


rang out the angel chorus


that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain
3
Down in a lonely manger


the humble Christ was born;


and God sent us salvation


that blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain
(Go Tell It on the Mountain; Text:  African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.; Public Domain; Music: African American spiritual; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.) 
Dismissal:
A: Go in peace.  Christ is with us.

C: Thanks be to God.**

*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
**Liturgy by Rev. Amber Henry Neuroth. “Finding Our Way Advent Series,” 2021.

Graphics by Ellen Ebeling.
***Rev. Holly Jackson & Rev. Amber Henry Neuroth, “Finding Our Way Advent Series,” 2021.

� “Preamble” from “From Heaven Above: A Service for Christmas Day.” From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.


� https://www.redeemerwv.org/blog/2019/6/11/from-heaven-above





