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December 25th, 2021 Nativity of Our Lord II– Christmas Day – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on December 25th, 2021, can be found here: 
Saturday Worship December 25th, 2021 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85706048017?pwd=RS92TmNGZ2JxU015U0xLemZZLzZGUT09
Meeting ID:   857 0604 8017            Passcode: 022118 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+17789072071,,85706048017#,,,,*022118# Canada 
+12042727920,,85706048017#,,,,*022118# Canada

Dial by your location:  
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        
+1 204 272 7920 Canada        
+1 438 809 7799 Canada
+1 587 328 1099 Canada        
+1 647 374 4685 Canada        
+1 647 558 0588 Canada

Meeting ID:  857 0604 8017               Passcode: 022118

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kct6kHZBQH 
……………………...

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
…………………..
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:
Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Welcome remarks:  Lorre is our Assisting Minister today, and will be doing all of the congregational responses on behalf of the congregation this morning.
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 295 ‘Of the Father’s Love Begotten’ (verses 1 & 2)
1
Of the Father's love begotten


ere the worlds began to be,


he is Alpha and Omega,


he the source, the ending he,


of the things that are, that have been,


and that future years shall see,


evermore and evermore.

2
Oh, that birth forever blessed,


when the virgin, full of grace,


by the Holy Ghost conceiving,


bore the Savior of our race,


and the babe, the world's redeemer,


first revealed his sacred face,


evermore and evermore.

(Title:  Of the Father's Love Begotten; Text:  Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; tr. Composite; Public Domain; Music: Plainsong mode V, 13th cent. Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day: 
All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
Reading:  Isaiah 62:6-12
Upon your walls, O Jerusalem,
  I have posted sentinels;
 all day and all night
  they shall never be silent.
 You who remind the Lord,
  take no rest,
 and give him no rest
  until he establishes Jerusalem
  and makes it renowned throughout the earth.
 The Lord has sworn by his right hand
  and by his mighty arm:
 I will not again give your grain
  to be food for your enemies,
 and foreigners shall not drink the wine
  for which you have labored;
 but those who garner it shall eat it
  and praise the Lord,
 and those who gather it shall drink it
  in my holy courts.
 Go through, go through the gates,
  prepare the way for the people;
 build up, build up the highway,
  clear it of stones,
  lift up an ensign over the peoples.
 The Lord has proclaimed
  to the end of the earth:
 Say to daughter Zion,
  “See, your salvation comes;
 his reward is with him,
  and his recompense before him.”
 They shall be called, “The Holy People,
  The Redeemed of the Lord“;
 and you shall be called, “Sought Out,
  A City Not Forsaken.” (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Hymn:  ELW # 284 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime’ (verses 1 & 4)
1
'Twas in the moon of wintertime


when all the birds had fled,


that *God the Lord of all the earth 


sent angel choirs instead;


before their light the stars grew dim,


and wond'ring hunters heard the hymn:

Refrain

Jesus your king is born! Jesus is born,

in excelsis gloria!

4
O children of the forest free,


the angel-song is true;


the holy child of earth and heav'n


is born today for you.


Come, kneel before the radiant boy,


who brings you beauty, peace, and joy.  Refrain
(Title: 'Twas in the Moon of Wintertime (*original: "mighty Gitchi Manitou") Text: Jean de Brébeuf, 1593-1649; tr. Jesse E. Middleton, 1872-1960, alt.;Text  © 1927 The Frederick Harris Music Company. All rights reserved, Used by permission. Music: arr. © Pilgrim Press/United Church Press; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Reading:  Titus 3:4-7
When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Hymn:  ELW # 278 ‘Away in a Manger’
1
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,


the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;


the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,


the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2
The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,


but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
             I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky


and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.
3
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay


close by me forever and love me, I pray.


Bless all the dear children in your tender care


and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.
(Title:  Away in a Manger; Text:  Text: North American, 19th cent. Public Domain; Music: William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838-1921;arr.David Willcocks, b. 1919; Arr. from Carols for Choirs 1, © Oxford University Press 1960; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Reading:  Luke 2:1-20
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Reflection (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
During World War II, a woman took her two little children to visit her parents in Texas because her husband was stationed in Europe. As they got ready for Christmas—setting the tree up, putting the presents out, and preparing dinner—they were experiencing the joy of Christmas, almost forgetting the worry of war. But no sooner had the fun began, than the family heard a dreaded knock on the door and received a terrible telegram greeting.
The young mother had to tell her children that Daddy wouldn’t be coming home for Christmas…ever. And then she went up to her room to weep alone. Her parents debated and finally decided to take down the Christmas decorations and put the presents away. When the young lady came downstairs, she immediately saw the empty spot. She exclaimed, “Mother, what have you done?”
Her mother replied, “You’re so broken-hearted, so your father and I decided this is not the time for Christmas.”
The new widow said, “Oh no, mother, bring it all back. Christmas was made for times such as these.”
Many people have overwhelming problems which make it hard to get excited about the holidays whether they be financial difficulties, physical ailments, loneliness, or emotional pain from the loss of a loved one. Christmas is certainly not about the presents, lights, and decorations, but it is surely a time when we can lean on the goodness of God and rejoice in Christ’s birth.
Try serving someone else this season and God will bless you (see Acts 20:35). Jesus came to this earth to serve others and to give His life for you (see Mark 10:45). Among all of the other difficulties this time of year, that is the reason to celebrate!
Amidst difficulties this season, let us praise God and thank Him for His many blessings and salvation.
Hymn:  ELW # 253 ‘He Came Down’
1
He came down that we may have love;


he came down that we may have love;


he came down that we may have love;


hallelujah forevermore.

2
He came down that we may have light;


he came down that we may have light;


he came down that we may have light;


hallelujah forevermore.

3
He came down that we may have peace;


he came down that we may have peace;


he came down that we may have peace;


hallelujah forevermore.

4
He came down that we may have joy;


he came down that we may have joy;


he came down that we may have joy;


hallelujah forevermore.

(Title:  He Came Down; Text:  Cameroon traditional, Public Domain; Music: Arr. © 1986 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Prayers of Intercession:
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Your Spirit calls your church to rejoice in Christ’s birth. As we gather at the manger, help us see your face in all babies needing comfort and care. Equip the church in the nurture and encouragement of all children. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 

The rocks and streams proclaim your praise. Attune us to the joyful sounds and groaning of your creation. Stir us to tend the earth wisely, that the whole earth may dwell in abundance and peace. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Your messengers declare your joy to the world. Embolden leaders and nations to make your justice and peace known throughout the earth. Uphold justice advocates and social service providers who risk their safety to help others. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

You choose those regarded as lowly to tell the good news of your love. Pour out your mercy and care on all who are sick, grieving, struggling, and the elderly who live alone especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Nancea, Helen, Katherina and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
You abide with your people in times of trouble. Accompany families and children who have nowhere to turn. Strengthen this congregation and local ministries in their care for those fleeing danger, abuse, or neglect. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Your grace and mercy extend to all. Give comfort to those who mourn, and assure them of the peace you have granted those who have gone before us. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Hymn:  ELW # 297 ‘Jesus, What Child Is This’ (verse 1)
1
What child is this, who, laid to rest,


on Mary's lap is sleeping?


Whom angels greet with anthems sweet


while shepherds watch are keeping?


This, this is Christ the king,


whom shepherds guard and angels sing;


haste, haste to bring him laud,


the babe, the son of Mary!

(Title:  What Child Is This; Text:  William C. Dix, 1837-1898; Public Domain; Music: English ballad, 16th cent.; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Prayer after Communion:
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus,

God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine.

As we have shared this feast of love,

strengthen us to share your love with all the world.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 297 ‘Jesus, What a Wonderful Child’
      Jesus, Jesus, oh, what a wonderful child.

Jesus, Jesus, so holy, meek, and mild;


new life, new hope the child will bring.


Listen to the angels sing:


"Glory, glory, glory," let the heavens ring!

(Title:  Jesus, What a Wonderful Child; Text:   African American traditional alt., Public Domain
Music:  African traditional ; arr. © 1992 Pilgrim Press, from The New Century Hymnal, 136, All rights reserved; Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Blessing:
The God of hope

fill us with all joy and peace in believing,

so that we may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.

Amen.*
Dismissal:
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard  Version Bible,  copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
