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December 24th, 2021 Nativity of Our Lord I– Christmas Eve – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 7.30 pm on December 24th, 2021, can be found here: 
Friday Worship December 24th, 2021 7:30 pm ZOOM room opens; service begins at 8:00 pm. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87258552242?pwd=aElpQXRrbE5ud0JuSGVCcjQyYTA4dz09
Meeting ID:   872 5855 2242               Passcode: 933693

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  
+16475580588,,87258552242#,,,,*933693# Canada 
+17789072071,,87258552242#,,,,*933693# Canada

Dial by your location:     
+1 647 558 0588 Canada         
+1 778 907 2071 Canada         
+1 204 272 7920 Canada
+1 438 809 7799 Canada        
+1 587 328 1099 Canada          
+1 647 374 4685 Canada
Meeting ID:  872 5855 2242                 Passcode: 933693
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdEYqJpPDf 
……………..
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
…………………….
The bulletin is being sponsored by the Wahl Family in celebration of Lou’s 90th birthday today!

Happy Birthday Lou –   St. Peter’s wishes you God’s richest blessings!

……………………
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Welcome remarks: Lorre is our Assisting Minister this evening, and will be doing all of the congregational responses on behalf of the congregation.
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 283 ‘O Come, All Ye Faithful’ (verses 1 & 4)
1
O come, all ye faithful,


joyful and triumphant!


O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;


come and behold him,


born the king of angels:

Refrain

O come, let us adore him,


O come, let us adore him,


O come, let us adore him,


Christ the Lord!

4
Yea, Lord, we greet thee,


born this happy morning;


Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!


Word of the Father,


now in flesh appearing:  Refrain
(Title:  O Come, All Ye Faithful; Text:  attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2. Public Domain; Music: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
The First Reading:  Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness
  have seen a great light;
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
  on them light has shined.
 You have multiplied the nation,
  you have increased its joy;
 they rejoice before you
  as with joy at the harvest,
  as people exult when dividing plunder.
 For the yoke of their burden,
  and the bar across their shoulders,
  the rod of their oppressor,
  you have broken as on the day of Midian.
 For all the boots of the tramping warriors
  and all the garments rolled in blood
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
 For a child has been born for us,
  a son given to us;
 authority rests upon his shoulders;
  and he is named
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
 His authority shall grow continually,
  and there shall be endless peace
 for the throne of David and his kingdom.
  He will establish and uphold it
 with justice and with righteousness
  from this time onward and forevermore.
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Solo Bells by Wanda Mannell:  ‘Christmas Assemblage’   (arr. Don Boucher)
Hymn:  ELW # 288 ‘Good Christian Friends, Rejoice’ (verses 1 & 2)
1
Good Christian friends, rejoice


with heart and soul and voice;


give ye heed to what we say:


Jesus Christ is born today;


ox and ass before him bow,


and he is in the manger now.


Christ is born today!


Christ is born today!

2
Good Christian friends, rejoice


with heart and soul and voice;


now ye hear of endless bliss:


Jesus Christ was born for this!


He has opened heaven's door,


and we are blest forevermore.


Christ was born for this!


Christ was born for this!

(Title:   Good Christian Friends, Rejoice; Text:  Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866; Public Domain; Music: German carol, 14th cent. Arr. Robert L. Pearsall, 1795-1856; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The Second Reading:  Titus 2:11-14
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  Assisting Minister: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW From Setting 3 (page 142 - Lead by Bradley Moggach)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia. Alleluia.*

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 2:1-20
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Message (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
Do you have a Nativity scene at home? Many people do. And so do I. Many people also like to collect nativity scenes. And so do I. For the people who like to collect nativity scenes, do you have the experience that after some time one of two pieces will be mysteriously missing? And do you notice that most of the time, it is the baby Jesus who’s missing? Very recently my gingerbread Nativity scene just missed the baby Jesus. And I suspect that my son stole and ate it.
In Brantford, the city I have been living in for about 8 years, there is a Nativity scene right in the city center. We still do it, of course. The week before I stopped for a moment before the Nativity Scene. That is nearly life-size and, as expected, it offers all the usual players. Only if you look closely, you will see that baby Jesus is chained to the ground, ensuring that no one will carry him off.
Out of curiosity I googled "stolen baby Jesus" last weekend and found dozens of news stories of the baby Jesus being taken from Nativity scenes all across the world. Year after year, in town upon the town, from church corners to front yards, baby Jesus has been taken away, out of the manger, often never to be seen again.  In Florida this year a family attaches a GPS tracking device to their baby Jesus on the front lawn to ensure that they can locate it quickly if it is lost.  And in another story the baby Jesus showed up eight months on the owner's front porch after it was stolen. And amazing thing is that there are many photos of his adventures attached: from sitting on a bicycle to hanging out in someone's kitchen.  In another story, three different manger scenes from three different churches were robbed of their baby Jesus. Apparently, the thief left a note to indicate that his stealing of baby Jesus is protesting the presence of Jesus in the manger before Christmas actually comes, and he promises to return them right on Christmas Eve.
He got a point. But I don’t think stealing the Jesus figure is the right solution. At the same time, I don’t think locking baby Jesus in the manger is the right solution, nor attaching a GPS unit to him, because nobody really can keep Jesus in any certain place. Today’s Scripture readings remind us that people including you and I encounter Jesus all the time in all sorts of places, although perhaps often in unexpected ones.
Indeed, no chain or GPS is needed. For Jesus is as near as the next act of generosity shown to someone for whom a moment of kindness will make all the difference.  Jesus is there in every act of selfless sacrifice offered for another.  Jesus is right here in our own hearts changed by God's great love for us that we would be among those who risk and give and love this world and all who are living in it.
So take a moment this Christmas before a Nativity scene. Wonder about this holy story once again and know that this birth in a faraway time and place has come to you once more and is for you.  And as you do so, remember this. We can't chain Jesus to the ground. We can't keep him in the manger.  For in wondrous ways Jesus will keep breaking free and making his way into the world, into your life, into your very heart.  
Indeed, I wonder where we'll see him next, don't you?  In fact, we would do well in the days to come to keep our eyes and hearts peeled because I'm guessing Jesus is going to show up again almost before we know it. And for anyone out there who might be thinking about stealing baby Jesus?  Well, there's no need. Jesus is already yours. And the truth is we don't have to wait for December 25th for that to be so. Amen
Hymn of the Day: ELW # 279 ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’ (verses 1 & 4)
 1
O little town of Bethlehem,


how still we see thee lie!


Above thy deep and dreamless sleep


the silent stars go by;


yet in thy dark streets shineth


the everlasting light.


The hopes and fears of all the years


are met in thee tonight.

4
O holy child of Bethlehem,


descend to us, we pray;


cast out our sin, and enter in,


be born in us today.


We hear the Christmas angels


the great glad tidings tell;


oh, come to us, abide with us,


our Lord Immanuel!

(Title: O Little Town of Bethlehem; Text:  Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893; Public Domain; Music:  Lewis H. Redner , 1831-1908; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Love proclaims that a Savior has been born to us! Inspire your church throughout the world to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ birth to all who seek salvation, hope, and new life. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Love whispers to a weary world that the time for rest and restoration has come. Maintain healthy cycles of wake and sleep for all creatures. Where light pollution disrupts natural rhythms, encourage new practices. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Love cries to a warring world that the time for peace is at hand. Direct those in power who make decisions on behalf of others, that they nurture and sustain all that is healthy, good, and holy. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Love sings through the wails of a newborn baby. Respond to all who cry out in pain, despair, or need this night especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Nancea, Helen, Katherina and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Bring comfort to those for whom separation, grief, or loss makes the Christmas season especially difficult. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Love murmurs words of comfort to a newborn child and exhausted parents. Bless new and expectant parents or caregivers, especially those who are alone or afraid this night. Pour out your love upon families of every kind. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God’s ever-present love is proclaimed through the faithful who came before us. We give you thanks for Mary, John the baptizer, Elizabeth his mother, Joseph the dreamer, and all who point toward your love. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Hymn:  ‘O Holy Night’ (solo by Julianne Bintakies)

(Title:  O Holy Night; Text :  John S. Dwight, 1813-1893; Public Domain; Music: Adolphe Adam, 1803-1856; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion:
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus,

God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine.

As we have shared this feast of love,

strengthen us to share your love with all the world.

In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.*
Hymn: ELW # 281 ‘Silent Night’  
1. Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright.
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
2. Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia,
Christ the Saviour is born!
Christ the Saviour is born

3. Silent night, holy night!
Son of God love’s pure light.
Radiant beams from your holy face
With dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus Lord, at your birth
Jesus Lord, at your birth

4. Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht
Alles schläft; einsam wacht
Nur das traute hochheilige Paar.
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!
(Title: Silent Night, Holy Night! Text:  Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885; Public Domain; Music:  Franz Gruber, 1787-1863; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Blessing:
The God of hope

fill us with all joy and peace in believing,

so that we may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 267 ‘Joy to the World’ 
1
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!


Let earth receive her king;


let ev'ry heart prepare him room


and heav'n and nature sing,


and heav'n and nature sing,


and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

2
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!


Let all their songs employ,


while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains


repeat the sounding joy,


repeat the sounding joy,


repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3
No more let sin and sorrow grow


nor thorns infest the ground;


he comes to make his blessings flow


far as the curse is found,


far as the curse is found,


far as, far as the curse is found.

4
He rules the world with truth and grace


and makes the nations prove


the glories of his righteousness


and wonders of his love,


and wonders of his love,


and wonders, wonders of his love.

(Title: Joy to the World; Text:  Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; Public Domain; Music:  English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610. All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard  Version Bible,  copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
