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December 19th, 2021 Fourth Sunday in Advent – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on December 19th, 2021, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship December 19th, 2021 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83664524050?pwd=aldGUFgrRzJodHVXVXFHQjNOSzhLZz09
Meeting ID:   836 6452 4050            Passcode: 565102 

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+15873281099,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada 

+16473744685,,83664524050#,,,,*565102# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 587 328 1099 Canada        

+1 647 374 4685 Canada           

+1 647 558 0588 Canada
+1 778 907 2071 Canada        

+1 204 272 7920 Canada           

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

Meeting ID:  836 6452 4050               Passcode: 565102

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbtXjX1QaI 

……………………

IMPORTANT UPDATE ABOUT ON-SITE WORSHIP SERVICES AND RISING COVID-19 INFECTION RATES

As you all know, the rapid spike in COVID-19 infections has caused the Ontario government to take a step back in the numbers and type of gatherings people and businesses can hold. Worship services appear to be exempt from these directives, but Church Council and the Ministry of Risk Management feel that the safety and well-being of our members and friends is more important than any potential risk posed by the Coronavirus.

Therefore, Church Council, with the support of the Ministry of Risk Management has made the decision to close the church following the worship service tomorrow, Sunday December 19th, and potentially re-opening Sunday, January 9th 2022 at the earliest. The entire Leadership Team regrets having to make this difficult decision, knowing how many of you were looking forward to being in our beautifully decorated sanctuary for this special season of our church year. 

Church council has agreed that while our Christmas Eve service will now be held via ZOOM, (with the church being closed), a live-stream video feed from the sanctuary will be a part of the service. The folks at home will still be able to see and appreciate all the lights, decorations, and intimacy our sanctuary offers during our traditional Christmas Eve service. We know how disappointing this decision is for all of you, but we feel this compromise of live video and at-home safety is the best we can offer for the sake of everyone. The specifics of the service, (special music, on-site preaching) are still being worked out and many decisions may not be made until closer to the end of this coming week.
So, following the Advent 4 worship service on Sunday December 19th, all services going forward will be on ZOOM including Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Sunday December 26th, and Sunday January 2nd. All ZOOM service links will be provided via the email worship service, our website, and our Facebook Page.
The worship schedule is as follows:

Friday, December 24th Christmas Eve on ZOOM ONLY: 8:00 PM

Saturday, December 25th Christmas Day on ZOOM ONLY: 10:00 AM

Sunday, December 26th on ZOOM ONLY: 10:00 AM

Sunday, January 2nd, 2022 on ZOOM ONLY: 10:00 AM

This Sunday is Advent 4 and while our liturgical church year tells us we are still in the season of waiting, our businesses, families, gatherings, and our collective desire to return to ‘normal’ are also still in a season of waiting. Church Council and the Ministry of Risk Management do so appreciate your patience and your support as we walk this journey together. Please don’t hesitate to contact any member of Church Council, or you can call the church office, if you have any questions or concerns. Check our website, http://stpeterscambridge.com/ or 

our Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/St.PetersLutheranCambridge for any updates as the week goes on. We will get through this together with God’s help.
God bless you all and please stay safe,
St. Peter’s Church Council, with the Ministry of Risk Management
……………..

PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

…………………………

WRAP UP YOUR SHOPPING EARLY...

With gifts that, will make your shopping experience easy, and support local producers.

Snyder Heritage Farms

Organic Maple Syrup

$22.00 / 1 Litre Mason Jar

Granular Maple Sugar

$7.50 / 150 gram shaker

$20.00 / 454 gram bag

Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's church office at 519-653-4721to place an order.

………………………

Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 251 ‘My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness’
1
My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord;


I sing my Savior's praise!


You looked upon my lowliness,


and I am full of grace.


Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age


this blessing shall proclaim—


great wonders you have done for me,


and holy is your name.

2
To all who live in holy fear


your mercy ever flows.


With mighty arm you dash the proud,


their scheming hearts expose.


The ruthless you have cast aside,


the lowly throned instead;


the hungry filled with all good things,


the rich sent off unfed.

3
To Israel, your servant blest,


your help is ever sure;


the promise to our parents made


their children will secure.


Sing glory to the Holy One,


give honor to the Word,


and praise the Pow'r of the Most High,


one God, by all adored.

(Title:  My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness; Text:  With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: English folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958; Kingsfold, Outside the USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
Lighting the Advent Wreath: Advent 4
We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.

As we light the candles on this wreath,

open our eyes to see your presence

in the lowly ones of this earth.

Enlighten us with your grace,

that we may sing of your advent among us

in the Word made flesh.

Grant this through Christ our Lord,

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.

Amen.*
Light four candles.

Hymn:  ELW # 240 ‘Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah’ (verse 4)

4
Light four candles to watch for Messiah:


let the light banish darkness.


He is coming, tell the glad tidings.


Let your lights be shining!

 (Title: Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah; Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954, Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: Yiddish folk tune; setting arr. © 1984 Augsburg Fortress All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The First Reading:  Micah 5:2-5a
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
  who are one of the little clans of Judah,
 from you shall come forth for me
  one who is to rule in Israel,
 whose origin is from of old,
  from ancient days.
 Therefore he shall give them up until the time
  when she who is in labor has brought forth;
 then the rest of his kindred shall return
  to the people of Israel.
 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,
  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
  to the ends of the earth;
 and he shall be the one of peace. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

The Second Reading:  Hebrews 10:5-10
 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
  but a body you have prepared for me;
 in burnt offerings and sin offerings
  you have taken no pleasure.
 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’
  in the scroll of the book it is written of me.”
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” these are offered according to the law, then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW From Setting 3 (page 142 - Lead by Bradley Moggach)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.*
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 1:39-55
Assisting Minister: Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 
  And Mary said,
 “My soul magnifies the Lord,
     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
  and holy is his name.
 His mercy is for those who fear him
  from generation to generation.
 He has shown strength with his arm;
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
  and lifted up the lowly;
 he has filled the hungry with good things,
  and sent the rich away empty.
 He has helped his servant Israel,
  in remembrance of his mercy,
 according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
It was several days before Christmas. A woman told her husband in the morning, "I just dreamed that I get a diamond ring from you for Christmas. What do you think this dream means?" "Oh," her husband replied, "you'll know the day after tomorrow." 

The next morning, she told her husband, "Again, I dreamed that I get a diamond ring from you for Christmas. What do you think this dream means?" And her husband said, "You'll know tomorrow." 

On the third morning, the woman told her husband, "I just dreamed again that I get a diamond ring from you for Christmas. What do you think this dream means?" And he smiled back, "You'll know tonight." 

That evening, the man came home with a small package and presented it to his wife. She was so excited. She couldn’t wait to open it. And when she did, she found… a book! And the book's title was "The Meaning of Dreams." 

What have you been dreaming about for Christmas lately? 

Some of us are dreaming about a wonderful new house, a new car. Some of us are dreaming about fine jewelry like a diamond ring or pearl necklaces.  Some of us are dreaming about getting promoted, or a better job. Some, getting married. Some, having babies. I hope all those dreams come true! 

But as I think of my own dreams, I realize that those dreams can be sorted into two major categories – bad dreams and good dreams. Sometimes, my dreams are dreadful. I dream painful things: the worst example is that once I dreamed that I was standing in the pulpit, with nothing to say.

But on other occasions, some dreams are very refreshing and comforting. I have also dreamed that families are forgiving each other; enemies are reconciled and even eat at one table. I have dreamed of flying fancily through the air. I have dreamed of new life and hope. 

The whole bible is not lacking passages about dreams and visions, especially during this season of Advent and Christmas. In the vision, the angel announced the birth of John the Baptist to Zechariah, and according to church tradition later in her dream, Elizabeth was told her son would be called John. In her vision, Mary was told by the angel Gabriel that she would conceive and give birth to Jesus the Messiah, and Joseph in his dreams directed by God to marry Mary, to flee to Egypt, and to go back to Israel. In vision shepherds in the wilderness learned the birth of a savior. In their dreams, the three wise men went back to their lands on the other way without going back to Herod, the king of Israel.

Have you ever had dreams and visions? About yourself, your family, friend, community? About your church? About the whole church? About the world? About the whole humanity?

We all have or had dreams, some are good and others are bad, some are big, and others and not so. But no matter what kind of dream we have, there are always two ways to deal with our dreams - one is to forget it and keep on going back to the old routine, another way is to try to make it true. And the latter needs much more courage and faith to even startup.

It is not easy even for the most faithful person in the holy scripture. In today’s gospel passage the newly pregnant Mary without delay rushing to see her cousin, another pregnant woman, Elizabeth.  Why did Mary do that? Many biblical scholars argued that it was purely out of fear. In Mary’s time being pregnant before marriage was the worst form of adultery, according to the Jewish Law, Mary should be stoned to death. So even with the son of God in her womb, Mary had fled away, and can you find a better place than a home of her pregnant cousin whose husband happened to be a retired high priest?

And what did Mary get from Elizabeth? A warm greeting and filled with Holy Spirit the supportive words and even the joyful leaping of the baby in her womb. And of course, a safe place to stay and to nurture the result of her vision and her husband’s dream. We are told by Luke, Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months before she returned home.

And as the result of Elizabeth’s supporting word and deed, Mary responded with the famous hymn we know today as Magnificat, which became the strongest expression of one’s faith. 

That is the lesson for us, too. Like Mary, we also need support to carry out the vision and dream from God. And when we are not the one who’s receiving the vision and dream directly, inspired by the Holy Spirit, we can offer our support by either word or deed or both.

And do you notice that the angel of God did not come to Mary only? In the Bible, the annunciation did not occur only once, but twice - not just to a woman, but also to a man. If you think you are the only one to receive something special from God and are afraid to share it with others, think again. 

In the Bible, God appears over and over again, to different kinds of people. God continues to come into the world, to even you and me! 

What are we giving for Christmas this year? We all want something wonderful, I am sure. But what are we giving for Christmas? 

The greatest gift we can give this year could be to believe in someone's dreams. The greatest gift we can give could be to have faith in someone else; belief in their dreams. Believe in the dreams of the person you love. Believe in the dream of your husband. Believe in the dream of your wife. Believe in the dreams of your children. Believe in the dream of your leaders, your friends, even your enemies. Believe in their dreams! The reason we have relationships is so that we will have someone who will believe our dreams. 

God works through a young and wonderful woman and her cousin who believes in her. That miracle can happen again and again. Believe in the dreams of the person you love. Believe in dreams this Christmas, and Jesus will come again. Believe in dreams this Christmas, and God will appear in our lives and in our church’s life. Amen.
Hymn of the Day: ELW # 266 ‘All Earth Is Hopeful (Toda la tierra)’ 
1
All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last!


Furrows lie open for God's creative task:


this, the labor of people who struggle to see


how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free.

2
People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell:


"A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel";


she conceived him, "God with us," 

our brother, whose birth


restores hope and courage to children of this earth.

3
Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared;


new highways opened, new protocols declared.


Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace!


All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste!

4
We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib.


This same Lord Jesus today has come to live


in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see


our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free.

(Title:  All Earth Is Hopeful (Toda la tierra) Text & Music:  Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946; Spanish text © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Liturgica, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
Prayers of Intercession: 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the church’s gifts and ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who seek your transforming grace. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Renew barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants of your creation that brings forth abundant life. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen those who seek justice. Bless the work of community organizers, activists, journalists, and all who call our attention to imbalances of power. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your loving kindness to teen parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort any struggling with infertility and those who await test results, are in treatment and hospice care, and others in need especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Sharon, Bryan, Nancea, Helen, Katherina and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries of this congregation and community. Guide us to share your bounty with those who hunger or live in poverty. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks for those who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness. Give us such courage until that day when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
God of our waiting and watching,

we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives

to the service of all your people.

Prepare the way before us

as we meet you in this simple meal,

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal: Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/O0YEYAO080U 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Hymn:  ELW # 262 ‘Wait for the Lord’

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!
(Title:  Wait for the Lord; Text & Music:  Text: Taizé Community, Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
Most High God,

you have come among us at this table.

By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,

sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.

Amen.*
Blessing:
The God of hope

fill us with all joy and peace in believing,

so that we may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 257 ‘O Come, O Come, Emmanuel’ (verses 1, 2 & 7)
1
O come, O come, Emmanuel,


and ransom captive Israel,


that mourns in lonely exile here


until the Son of God appear.

Refrain


Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel


shall come to you, O Israel.

2
O come, O Wisdom from on high,


embracing all things far and nigh:


in strength and beauty come and stay;


teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain
7
O come, O King of nations, come,


O Cornerstone that binds in one:


refresh the hearts that long for you;


restore the broken, make us new.  Refrain

(Title: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel; Text & Music:  Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. Composite; French processional, 15th cent. Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission, All rights reserved. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610. All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard  Version Bible,  copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United  States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
