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August 7, 2022 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on August 7th, 2022, can be found here: 
Sunday Worship August 7th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10 am. 

Join Zoom Meeting click here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85115502560?pwd=S2RNN3pndVpxaE85cWJDYzZRWE8xdz09 
Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+16473744685,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada,,,,

+16475580588,,85115502560#,,,,*917391# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

+1 780 666 0144 Canada

Meeting ID: 851 1550 2560              Passcode: 917391
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdeabj99kT 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. (until Dec. 4 inclusive)
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZEsduytrjkvHNTuHSuU2eu5yrVS_SVwlPQj/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGtrzovH9SXtR-HRpwMBYj4Z-_ziHpYgo1piTfWFhUBZxajL_B0AY1MJs_c 

…………………………..
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
………………………..
IT’S MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s. Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years. They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices. Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination. Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed. As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.
Please contact Alex Black or St. Peter's Cambridge (519.653.4721) to place an order.
………………………..
Church Office Hours – Thursdays 11:00 am – 1:00 pm
……………………
……………………

Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:
We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 870 ‘We Praise You, O God’

1
We praise you, O God, our redeemer, creator;


in grateful devotion our tribute we bring.


We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you;


we bless your holy name; glad praises we sing.

2
We worship you, God of our fathers and mothers;


through trial and tempest our guide you have been.


When perils o'ertake us, you will not forsake us,


and with your help, O Lord, our struggles we win.

3
With voices united our praises we offer


and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.


With you, Lord, beside us, 

       your strong arm will guide us.


To you, our great redeemer, forever be praise!

(Title:  We Praise You, O God; Text:  Text: Julia C. Cory, 1882-1963; Public Domain; Music: A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenclanck , 1626; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you 

Prayer of the Day:
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.*
The First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 33:12-22
Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord!

Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage!

The Lord looks down from heaven,

and sees all humankind.

God sits firmly enthroned and watches

all who dwell on the earth.

God fashions all their hearts

and observes all their deeds.

A king is not saved by the size of the army,

nor are warriors rescued by their great strength.

The horse gives vain hope for victory;

despite its great strength it cannot save.

Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O Lord,

upon those who wait for your steadfast love,

to deliver their lives from death,

and to keep them alive in time of famine.

Our innermost being waits for you, O Lord,

our helper and our shield.

Surely, our heart rejoices in you,

for in your holy name we put our trust.

Let your lovingkindness, O Lord, be upon us,

even as we place our hope in you.*
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW # 510 ‘Word of God, Come Down on Earth’ (verse 1)
1
Word of God, come down on earth,


living rain from heav'n descending;


touch our hearts and bring to birth


faith and hope and love unending.


Word almighty, we revere you;


Word made flesh, we long to hear you.

(Title:  Word of God, Come Down on Earth; Text:   James Quinn, SJ, b. 1919; Text © James Quinn, SJ, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., North American agent. www.selahpub.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:  Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673; Public Domain; Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 12:32-40
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said: “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon (Imagine Interim Pastor Chun Zhang’s voice here)
How do you feel today? Happy? Sad? Angry? Afraid? Or mixed?

Talking about feelings, Christina and I are still feeling sad when we remember the miscarriage of our first child 15 years ago this week. That week felt like the longest week of our lives. Even now we can still feel the fear and sadness which dominated us day and night. We tried very hard to think positively. We prayed and prayed and prayed for God’s mercy. 

Miscarriage brought great fear and despair to us. The fear of being childless haunted us days and nights till we read Abraham’s story in the book of Genesis again. Through our fear and despair, we saw this familiar story from a totally new angle. And this insight brought us tremendous comfort.

Today’s Old Testament reading is part of this famous story. At that time, Abraham’s name was still Abram. Many years passed since he was called out from his father’s land and was promised the land of Canaan to his offspring by the Lord. Abram and his wife Sarai were both old. They had no children. His potential heir, nephew Lot, had also left him. Although Abram just defeated several kings and was blessed by the priest of God, he was greatly disturbed by fear – the fear of not being able to have his own offspring to inherit what the Lord promised.

At this time, the Lord came to Abram in a vision. The first thing the Lord said is “do not be afraid.” He said, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” Do you notice that at that moment regardless of God's promising words, Abram didn't believe he could have ant male child who can inherit the blessings he had received from God? With fear and despair, Abram complained to the Lord, he complained and admitted his fear and despair. The Lord repeated His promise again. At this time, the Lord emphasized that no one but Abram’s own child would be his heir. Here, Bible tells us that Abram “believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.”

This verse is one of the most important verses in the Bible. Abraham’s legendary reputation for faith is all rooted in it. Today’s New Testament reading, the 11th chapter of the letter to Hebrews, highly praised Abraham and his faith. In Galatians chapter 3, Paul built his theology of justification by faith on this particular verse.

But do you notice that this verse is located neither after Abraham’s extreme hospitality toward God’s messengers nor after his faithful obedience of sacrificing Isaac, his only promised son, by God’s order? It is located way before those two faithful events. It is right after his complaint and before his request for a sign from the Lord. Abram asked in verse 8, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?”

The Lord showed Abram the sign he asked for: the Lord accepted Abram’s offering in front of his eyes and repeated the covenant with him again.

 “He believed the LORD, and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.” What is faith? Faith is not believing that God will always keep us from troubles. Faith is not believing that God will drive away our fear and replace it with a positive thought. Instead, Faith is constantly drawing strength from God in order to admit and face our fear and despair. Faith is seeking God and hearing his promises again and again when we are afraid. Faith is believing that with God’s help, we are not afraid of being afraid.

Faith is also believing that when we ask God “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” as Abram did, the Lord will give us “Word and Sacrament” as He gave Abram the sign and covenant. That is why we come back to church Sunday after Sunday. That is why we come to hear God’s word being proclaimed again and again. That is also why we come to attend Christ’s banquet and to remember and celebrate his death and resurrection again and again.

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom,” Jesus said to his disciples. Here, he addressed his disciples as a group. As a group, they would inherit God’s kingdom altogether.

In no time, you will have a new pastor serving you and doing God's ministry with you. You will face a lot of unexpected difficulties and you will experience a lot of feelings in our future ministry, but with the help of the Holy Spirit, in Word and Sacraments, through faith, by the grace of Jesus our Lord, God will keep you in your ministries and your personal life, “for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give ‘us’ the kingdom.”
Hymn of the Day: ELW # 764 ‘Have No Fear, Little Flock’
1
Have no fear, little flock;


have no fear, little flock,


for the Father has chosen


to give you the kingdom;


have no fear, little flock!

2
Have good cheer, little flock;


have good cheer, little flock,


for the Father will keep you


in his love forever;


have good cheer, little flock!

3
Praise the Lord high above;


praise the Lord high above,


for he stoops down to heal you,


uplift and restore you;


praise the Lord high above!

4
Thankful hearts raise to God;


thankful hearts raise to God,


for he stays close beside you,


in all things works with you;


thankful hearts raise to God!

(Title:  Have No Fear, Little Flock; Text:   Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jilson, b. 1931, sts. 2-4, Text © 1973 Concordia Publishing House; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music:   Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b. 1930; Music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House; All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.

A brief silence.

Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the gospel with your Spirit. Equip your flock to speak your word of promise and hope in the midst of fear and uncertainty. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and sustain our earthly home. In places of famine, provide nourishment. In places of plenty, fashion us to be good stewards of your bounty. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our shield in places torn by strife and violence. Raise up courageous leaders to govern with compassion and justice. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for your steadfast love. Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out to you, and comfort those who are sick, or in need especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, Gloria, Shirley and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts.Help us to trust your promise and not be afraid. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon this community. Fashion our hearts to strive for the way of peace. Strengthen the outreach ministries of this congregation and all who care for those in need. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in you. As they placed their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in your promise of new life. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
God of abundance:

you have set before us a plentiful harvest.

As we feast on your goodness,

strengthen us to labor in your field,

and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,

in the name of Jesus.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/9xBMp4ElkcM 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. 
Amen.*
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. 
Amen.
Communion
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Music: ELW # 528 ‘Come and Fill Our Hearts’

Come and fill our hearts with your peace.
You alone, O Lord, are holy.

Come and fill our hearts with your peace.
Alleluia!

(Title: Come and Fill Our Hearts (Confitemini Domino) Text:   Text: Psalm 136:1 (Latin); Taizé Community; Text © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé. GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music: Jacques Bertheir, 1923-1994; Music © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé. GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
Life-giving God,

through this meal you have bandaged our wounds

and fed us with your mercy.

Now send us forth to live for others,

both friend and stranger,

that all may come to know your love.

This we pray in the name of Jesus.

Amen.*
Blessing:
The God of peace,

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you, comfort you,

and show you the path of life

this day and always. 
Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 771 ‘God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens’
1
God, who stretched the spangled heavens


infinite in time and place,


flung the suns in burning radiance


through the silent fields of space:


we, your children in your likeness,


share inventive pow'rs with you;


great Creator, still creating,


show us what we yet may do.

2
We have ventured worlds undreamed of


since the childhood of our race;


known the ecstasy of winging


through untraveled realms of space;


probed the secrets of the atom,


yielding unimagined pow'r,


facing us with life's destruction


or our most triumphant hour.

3
As each far horizon beckons,


may it challenge us anew:


children of creative purpose,


serving others, hon'ring you.


May our dreams prove rich with promise;


each endeavor well begun;


great Creator, give us guidance


till our goals and yours are one.

(Title: God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens; Text:  Text: Catherine Cameron, b. 192, Text © 1967 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; Arr. © 1969 Contemporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.

C: Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.
