9

April 24th, 2022 Second Sunday of Easter – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for today’s service, which opens at 9.30 am on April 24th, 2022, can be found here: 

Sunday Worship April 24th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am.
Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83984034305?pwd=aGc1ZnNqOGw1S0V6QnpJVUFleHRUZz09
Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305             Passcode: 369876

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+14388097799,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada   

+15873281099,,83984034305#,,,,*369876# Canada

Dial by your location:  

+1 438 809 7799 Canada 

+1 587 328 1099 Canada

+1 647 374 4685 Canada

+1 647 558 0588 Canada

+1 778 907 2071 Canada

+1 204 272 7920 Canada

Meeting ID:  839 8403 4305           Passcode: 369876

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keB7RpIoc4
…………………
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.
……………………………
IT’S ALMOST MAPLE SYRUP TIME...and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s.  Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years.  They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices.  Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination.  Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed.  As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact alex@strassburger.net or St. Peter’s Cambridge (519 653 4721) to order your own locally produced fresh Maple Syrup.

……………………

Greenhorizons BigYellowBag - GIVE & GROW Program

This fundraiser is open to all and enables each one of us to raise funds for St. Peters.  If you don’t have a lawn or garden, not a problem, you can still help by spreading the word to your neighbours, friends and relatives.  

Each time that an order is placed at Greenhorizons Sod at 519-653-7494 for a BigYellowBag of soil using the code STPETERS22, you will save $5.00, and the church will receive $10.00.

Spread the word, and the soil!

…………………..

Thank you for your support of CLWR’s emergency appeal for Ukraine. Your gifts have helped CLWR partners provide direct support to over 578,000 people since the crisis began. Find out more about how your gifts are helping at clwr.org/ukraine, and please continue to join us in praying for peace

CLWR partners in the ACT Alliance have provided the following support to the 3.5 million refugees who have fled Ukraine and the 6.5 million people who are internally displaced.

· Delivery of 345 tons of food and non-food items

· Delivery of $9.8 million worth of medical equipment

· Establishment of 2 Refugee Support Points – in Barabás, Hungary and Asztely, Ukraine – to provide links to safe transport and food for refugees.

· Establishment of 2 Child Friendly Spaces in Budapest as hubs for displaced families to access information and basic necessities. 

· Establishment of transitional shelters in Hungary and Ukraine.

Much more is needed.  Donate online at clwr.org/Ukraine or call 1-800-661-2597 (Mon-Fri 8:30am-4:00pm CST).

St. Peter’s has sent $1,072.00 to CLWR for Ukraine!

……………….

Join Menno Singers and director Brandon Leis for its first in-person concert in over 2 years on Saturday May 14 at 7:30pm at First United Church, Waterloo (16 William Street, Waterloo). The concert features the sublime Schubert Mass in G Major and selected solo works with guest artist soprano Joanna Loepp Thiessen, recipient of the Abner Martin Scholarship. The concert is by donation to support the MCC Ukraine Emergency Response Fund. Masks Required. www.mennosingers.com
…………………..
Hello KW Taize community:
Jesus the Lord is Risen, Alleluia!  We pray that you met God in a meaningful way through the weeks of Lent, Holy week, Easter and however else you celebrate the death and resurrection of Christ.  The liturgical readings for this week center around the risen Christ, as He taught the disciples and breathed the Holy Spirit into them.  Please join us this Sunday at St. Mary's RC Church at 4pm.  We would also love to have you join us at 315 to practice the songs beforehand, if you are interested in more singing or playing instruments.
…………………….

Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land: 
We thank you God for granting our existence on this bountiful land. And we recognize that when we thrive here, we enjoy life on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabe, Neutral, and Haudenosaunee people.  Amen.
Thanksgiving for Our Presence on This Land:

Click Here:  https://youtu.be/SqEZLBrAu4c
Gathering Hymn:  ELW # 363 ‘Come You Faithful, Raise the Strain’
1
Come, you faithful, raise the strain


of triumphant gladness!


God has brought forth Israel


into joy from sadness,


loosed from Pharaoh's bitter yoke


Jacob's sons and daughters;


led them with unmoistened foot


through the Red Sea waters.

2
'Tis the spring of souls today:


Christ has burst his prison,


and from three days' sleep in death


as a sun has risen.


All the winter of our sins,


long and dark, is flying


from the Light to whom we give


laud and praise undying.

3
Now the queen of seasons, bright


with the day of splendor,


with the royal feast of feasts


comes its joy to render;


comes to glad Jerusalem,

who with true affection


welcomes in unwearied strain


Jesus' resurrection!

4
Neither could the gates of death,


nor the tomb's dark portal,


nor the watchers, nor the seal


hold you as a mortal:


but today, among your own,


you appear, bestowing


your deep peace, which evermore


passes human knowing. 

5
Alleluia! now we cry


to our Lord immortal,


who triumphant burst the bars


of the tomb's dark portal;


Alleluia! with the Son


God the Father praising;


Alleluia! yet again 

             to the Spirit raising.

(Title: Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain; Text: John of Damascus, c. 696-c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.; Public Domain
Music: Johann Horn, 1490-1547; Public Domain Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Greeting:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all, in

your home and in mine.

Prayer of the Day:
O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.*
The First Reading:  Acts 5:27-32
When they had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the council. The high priest questioned them, saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm:  118:14-29
The Lord is my strength and my song,

and has become my salvation.

Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:

“The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!

The right hand of the Lord is exalted!

The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!”

I shall not die, but live,

and declare the works of the Lord.

The Lord indeed punished me sorely,

but did not hand me over to death.

Open for me the gates of righteousness;

I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord.

“This is the gate of the Lord;

here the righteous may enter.”

I give thanks to you, for you have answered me

and you have become my salvation.

The stone that the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone.

By the Lord has this been done;

it is marvelous in our eyes.

This is the day that the Lord has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Hosanna! O Lord, save us!

We pray to you, Lord, prosper our days!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord;

we bless you from the house of the Lord.

The Lord is God and has given us light.

Form a procession with branches up to the corners of the altar.

You are my God, and I will thank you;

you are my God, and I will exalt you.

Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good;

God’s mercy endures forever.*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
The Second Reading: Revelation 1:4-8
John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
 Look! He is coming with the clouds;
  every eye will see him,
 even those who pierced him;
  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW # 875 ‘Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord!’
Praise, praise, praise the Lord!

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia!

Praise, praise, praise the Lord!

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia!

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia!

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia!

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia!

Praise God's holy name. Alleluia!

(Title:  Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord! Text:  Cameroon traditional, collected by Elaine Hanson; Text © 1994 earthsongs.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Music:  Cameroon processional; arr. Ralph M. Johnson; © 1994 earthsongs.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted and Streamed with permission from earthsongs.  All rights reserved.)
The Holy Gospel according to John 20:19-31
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
But Thomas who was called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon
All of us are familiar with locks. Every door of our houses has a lock. We put sticks in the tracks of our sliding doors to make it double secure. Many front doors have deadbolt locks and, on top of that, chains. So every day, and certainly every evening, we check these locks and chains and double-check that the windows are also locked. We do this, we think, to keep the dangerous things and dangerous people OUT but we all know that sometimes it is also possible to lock ourselves IN.

We have lots of ways to lock ourselves in. Sometimes we refuse to go out, because we're too ashamed, too blue, or too afraid. Sometimes we don’t want to come to church for the same reason. Nowadays, we can get Caller I.D. on our phones so we can see, well before picking up the receiver, who is calling. And if it's someone we don't want to talk to or can't bear talking to out of shame or fear or whatever, we just don't answer. Again, we lock ourselves in just as often as we lock the world out.

Shame and fear are main reasons for people to lock the world out and at the same time to lock themselves in. We always think Easter should be the most joyful and glorious day. But the reality is that the first Easter started with sad women going to prepare Jesus’ dead body, and it ended with frightened disciples locking themselves in a room and trembling. The disciples were afraid of the Jews who killed their master and teacher. But that was not all the reasons for locking themselves in. They were also afraid and felt ashamed of what they had done to their dead but resurrected Lord. They were ashamed of what their cowardice revealed about who they simply were as humans. 

So they locked the door, telling themselves they were keeping the Jews out when really they were maybe keeping themselves from encountering with their resurrected Lord. But then Jesus did what he always does for anyone locked up in his or her doors of hearts for their own fear and shame – Jesus comes in anyway, regardless of the locked door. He entered the room, he entered the hearts of all his disciples, he broke into their shame and fear.

"Peace to you!" Jesus said it immediately when he entered the locked room. He said "Peace" – a word that is the opposite of fear and shame, putting away and banishing any thoughts the disciples might have had about Jesus' bearing a grudge. Jesus never said a word about their past actions, their betrayals and denials. He didn’t even overtly say, "Forget about it" or "I forgive you." Instead he gave them a Spirit of forgiveness. He even sent them out into the world with a mission of forgiveness. 

When we think about peace, we think that having a sense of peace means a lack of conflict. But more than that, peace in the sense of "shalom" – the exact word Jesus said to his disciples means everything is in its proper place as we are all together webbed into relationships that are mutually edifying and up building. 

Thomas was not there when Jesus granted his peace to his disciples. So Jesus came back again just for Thomas, for Thomas alone. Jesus invited Thomas to touch his wounds from his crucifixion, and pleaded Thomas to believe. Jesus invited all his disciples to open the locked door to go out not because it was safe outside already, but because he was with them. Peace that Jesus gives to all of his people is in the sense of safety consisting not in the absence of danger but in the presence of God.

One of the more famous images of Scripture comes from that line in Revelation when Jesus says, "Behold, I stand at the door and knock." Ordinarily when someone knocks at a locked door at your house, you know that it's up to you to get up and unlock the door and open it. The good news of Easter is that even if you are too afraid to do that, too ashamed or too paralyzed by this or that feature of your own life, the lock won't stop Jesus. He will appear right in the middle of your locked-up heart and before you even have the chance to say or do a blessed thing, he will say "Peace to you!"

Hear the good news of the Gospel.  Hear it and be exceedingly glad! Amen.
Hymn of the Day: ELW # 635 ‘We Walk by Faith’
1
We walk by faith and not by sight;


with gracious words draw near,


O Christ, who spoke as none e'er spoke:


"My peace be with you here."

2
We may not touch your hands and side,


nor follow where you trod;


but in your promise we rejoice,


and cry, "My Lord and God!"

3
Help then, O Lord, our unbelief;


and may our faith abound


to call on you when you are near


and seek where you are found:

4         For you, O resurrected Lord,

             are found in means divine:

             beneath the water and the word,

             beneath the bread and wine.

5
And when our life of faith is done,


in realms of clearer light


we may behold you as you are, 


with full and endless sight.

(Title:  We Walk by Faith; Text:   Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.; Public Domain; Music:  Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI, License # 11098609.  All rights reserved.)

Prayers of Intercession:
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Holy One who acts righteously, equip your church as witnesses of your goodness to go and tell others of your abundant love, that they may believe that Jesus is our salvation and life. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Renew your people’s commitment to use resources responsibly and to live well with your creation. Invite us to recognize and nurture signs of resurrection life in the natural world. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Direct those who are given human authority to lead with humility and compassion. By your Holy Spirit channel their attention toward serving those who are most in need. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Uphold your children who cry out to you especially Bill, Don, Tammy, Alice, Don, Lynn, Bryan, Nansea, Helen, Sharon, Donald, Katherina, Creena, and all those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Wherever people are overcome by the fear of death, breathe into them your life and peace. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Inspire those who lead your people in worship and praise especially the music ministries of this congregation.  With joyful motion and sound, send us forth with praise that we cannot keep to ourselves. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Give us the words of your saints who, like Thomas, boldly confessed your Son as Lord and God. With Jesus our leader, empower us to live according to his ways. God, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.*
Share the peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you always, in your home and in mine, and throughout God’s creation. 

Offering Prayer:
Living God,

you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together

in your peaceable reign,

and you welcome us all at your table.

Reach out to us through this meal,

and show us your wounded and risen body,

that we may be nourished and believe

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.*
You are invited to prepare your table with bread and wine, or crackers and juice, whatever is available to you, so that you may participate in the meal. 

Meal:  Click here for the communion liturgy from worship on YouTube:

https://youtu.be/9xBMp4ElkcM 

The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Holy God, we give thanks for the meal you provide: to nourish, sustain and unite us, bringing us closer to you, through your power – not ours. 

Amen.*

The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. 
Amen.
Communion:
Our bodies, the dwelling place of God – taste and see that God is good!

This is bread for the journey: the body of Christ, given for us - let us eat together. (eat)

This is wine of compassion: the blood of Christ, shed for us - let us drink together. (drink)

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you unto life eternal.

Communion Music: ELW # 388 ‘Be Not Afraid’

Be not afraid, sing out for joy!

Christ is risen, alleluia!

Be not afraid, sing out for joy!

Christ is risen, alleluia!

(Title:  Be Not Afraid; Text & Music:  Matthew 28:5; Taizé Community Text © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, generous God,

for in this bread and cup

we have tasted the new heaven and earth

where hunger and thirst are no more.

Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,

that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.

Amen.*
Blessing:
God, the Author of life,

Christ, the living Cornerstone,

and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,

☩ bless you now and forever.

Amen.*
Sending Hymn:  ELW # 535 ‘Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises’
Refrain

Hallelujah! We sing your praises, 

             all our hearts are filled with gladness.


Hallelujah! We sing your praises, 

            all our hearts are filled with gladness.  Repeat

1
Christ the Lord to us said: 

             I am wine, I am bread,


I am wine, I am bread, 

             give to all who thirst and hunger.  Refrain
2
Now he sends us all out, 

             strong in faith, free of doubt,


strong in faith, free of doubt. 

             Tell to all the joyful gospel.  Refrain
(Title: Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises; Text:  South African, tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984; English text © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.; All rights reserved; Used by permission. Music: South African, arr. Freedom Is Coming; arr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp; All rights reserved; Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)

Dismissal:
Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

Thanks be to God.*
*From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #42368.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
