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April 15th, 2022 Good Friday – Email/At Home Missal
The ZOOM link for Friday’s service, which opens at 9:30 am on April 15th, 2022, can be found here: 
Good Friday Worship April 15th, 2022 09:30 am ZOOM room opens; service begins at 10:00 am. 

Click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87990276532?pwd=WVIwYTRtM0w2ZkR2aU1JK2ZjUkxuQT09
Meeting ID:  879 9027 6532        Passcode: 057095

You don’t have to have a computer or internet to connect to any of our church Zoom services; you can also just call in on one of these numbers (long distance charges may apply):  (All Canadian numbers). You can also access the ZOOM from your telephone by using the “One tap mobile” option:  

+16473744685,,87990276532#,,,,*057095# Canada  
+16475580588,,87990276532#,,,,*057095# Canada

Dial by your location:          
+1 647 374 4685 Canada      
+1 647 558 0588 Canada      
+1 778 907 2071 Canada
+1 780 666 0144 Canada      
+1 204 272 7920 Canada      
+1 438 809 7799 Canada
+1 587 328 1099 Canada 
Meeting ID: 879 9027 6532       Passcode: 057095
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kGJPXjq15 
…………………………
PASTORAL VISITS: Our Interim Pastor Chun Zhang is available for safe visits with social distancing requirements in place, and also for telephone visits.  Please reach out to him by calling the church office at 519-653-4721 to arrange a visit.

……………………………

Save a Bunny, this Easter please consider gifts of Maple Syrup and you can order your own Maple Syrup from St. Peter’s.  Our partner is a 5th generation Woolwich Township farm that has been producing maple syrup for over 100 years.  They adhere to the production guidelines issued by the Ontario Maple Syrup Association, which state the number of taps per tree (max. of 2) for best forest management practices.  Handling of the sap and syrup is minimized to reduce the chance of contamination.  Their syrup is pure with nothing added, only the water has been removed.  As of 2018 their maple syrup is certified organic.

1 litre Mason Jars of maple syrup are $23.00.

Please contact alex@strassburger.net  or St. Peter’s Cambridge (519 653 4721) to order your own locally produced fresh Maple Syrup.

……………………

Greenhorizons BigYellowBag - GIVE & GROW Program

This fundraiser is open to all and enables each one of us to raise funds for St. Peters.  If you don’t have a lawn or garden, not a problem, you can still help by spreading the word to your neighbours, friends and relatives.  

Each time that an order is placed at Greenhorizons Sod at 519-653-7494 for a BigYellowBag of soil using the code STPETERS22, you will save $5.00, and the church will receive $10.00.

Spread the word, and the soil!

…………………..

Thank you for your support of CLWR’s emergency appeal for Ukraine. Your gifts have helped CLWR partners provide direct support to over 578,000 people since the crisis began. Find out more about how your gifts are helping at clwr.org/ukraine, and please continue to join us in praying for peace

CLWR partners in the ACT Alliance have provided the following support to the 3.5 million refugees who have fled Ukraine and the 6.5 million people who are internally displaced.

•
Delivery of 345 tons of food and non-food items

•
Delivery of $9.8 million worth of medical equipment

•
Establishment of 2 Refugee Support Points – in Barabás, Hungary and Asztely, Ukraine – to provide links to safe transport and food for refugees.

•
Establishment of 2 Child Friendly Spaces in Budapest as hubs for displaced families to access information and basic necessities. 

•
Establishment of transitional shelters in Hungary and Ukraine.

Much more is needed.  Donate online at clwr.org/Ukraine or call 1-800-661-2597 (Mon-Fri 8:30am-4:00pm CST).

St. Peter’s has sent $1,072.00 to CLWR for Ukraine!

……………………..

Gregory Stroh (flute) joins us today to provide musical interludes to deepen our meditations on the readings appointed for this solemn occasion.
……………………….

Contemplative music for Gathering:  ‘Adagio from the Flute Concerto in e minor: J.S. Bach’ (Gregory Stroh – flute)

Paraments, banners, flowers, and other decorations have been removed from the worship space. Crosses that cannot be removed may be veiled.

All gather in silence.

Prayer of the Day:
Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.*
The First Reading:  Isaiah 52:13--53:12
See, my servant shall prosper;
  he shall be exalted and lifted up,
  and shall be very high.
 Just as there were many who were astonished at him
  —so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance,
  and his form beyond that of mortals—
 so he shall startle many nations;
  kings shall shut their mouths because of him;
 for that which had not been told them they shall see,
  and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate.
 Who has believed what we have heard?
  And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
 For he grew up before him like a young plant,
  and like a root out of dry ground;
 he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
  nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
 He was despised and rejected by others;
  a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity;
 and as one from whom others hide their faces
  he was despised, and we held him of no account.
 Surely he has borne our infirmities
  and carried our diseases;
 yet we accounted him stricken,
  struck down by God, and afflicted.
 But he was wounded for our transgressions,
  crushed for our iniquities;
 upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
  and by his bruises we are healed.
 All we like sheep have gone astray;
  we have all turned to our own way,
 and the Lord has laid on him
  the iniquity of us all.
 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
  yet he did not open his mouth;
 like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
  and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
  so he did not open his mouth.
 By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
  Who could have imagined his future?
 For he was cut off from the land of the living,
  stricken for the transgression of my people.
   They made his grave with the wicked
  and his tomb with the rich,
 although he had done no violence,
  and there was no deceit in his mouth.
 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain.
 When you make his life an offering for sin,
  he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;
 through him the will of the Lord shall prosper.
  Out of his anguish he shall see light;
 he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.
  The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,
  and he shall bear their iniquities.
 Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great,
  and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
 because he poured out himself to death,
  and was numbered with the transgressors;
 yet he bore the sin of many,
  and made intercession for the transgressors. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*

Psalm: 22 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

Why so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning?

My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer;

by night, but I find no rest.

Yet you are the Holy One,

enthroned on the praises of Israel.

Our ancestors put their trust in you,

they trusted, and you rescued them.

They cried out to you and were delivered;

they trusted in you and were not put to shame.

But as for me, I am a worm and not human,

scorned by all and despised by the people.

All who see me laugh me to scorn;

they curl their lips; they shake their heads.

“Trust in the Lord; let the Lord deliver;

let God rescue him if God so delights in him.”

Yet you are the one who drew me forth from the womb,

and kept me safe on my mother’s breast.

I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born;

you were my God when I was still in my mother’s womb.

Be not far from me, for trouble is near,

and there is no one to help.

Many young bulls encircle me;

strong bulls of Bashan surround me.

They open wide their jaws at me,

like a slashing and roaring lion.

I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint;

my heart within my breast is melting wax.

My strength is dried up like a potsherd; my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth;

and you have laid me in the dust of death.

Packs of dogs close me in, a band of evildoers circles round me;

they pierce my hands and my feet.

I can count all my bones

while they stare at me and gloat.

They divide my garments among them;

for my clothing, they cast lots.

But you, O Lord, be not far away;

O my help, hasten to my aid.

Deliver me from the sword,

my life from the power of the dog.

Save me from the lion’s mouth!

From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me.

I will declare your name to my people;

in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.

You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.

Stand in awe of the Lord, all you off-spring of Israel.

For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the Lord’s face hidden from them;

but when they cry out, the Lord hears them.

From you comes my praise in the great assembly;

I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord.

The poor shall eat and be satisfied.

Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live forever!

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;

all the families of nations shall bow before God.

For dominion belongs to the Lord,

who rules over the nations.

Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;

all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the Lord.

Their descendants shall | serve the Lord,

whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.

They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,

saying to them, “The Lord has acted!”*
(From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved).
Musical Interlude:  (from the same Flute Concerto in e minor) 
The Second Reading: Hebrews 10:16-25
After the Holy Spirit says, “This is the covenant that I will make with them
  after those days, says the Lord:
 I will put my laws in their hearts,
  and I will write them on their minds,”
he also adds,
 “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”
Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.

Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. (NRSV)
Word of God, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God.*
Gospel Acclamation:  ELW # 347 ‘Go to Dark Gethsemane’ (verse 1)
1
Go to dark Gethsemane,


all who feel the tempter's pow'r;


your Redeemer's conflict see.


Watch with him one bitter hour;


turn not from his griefs away;


learn from Jesus Christ to pray.

(Title:  Go to Dark Gethsemane; Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854;  Public Domain; Music:  Richard Readhead, 1820-1901; Public Domain
Reprinted and Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727610.  All rights reserved.)
The Holy Gospel according to John 18:1--19:42
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they stepped back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.” Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?”

So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die for the people.

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming himself.

Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. Jesus answered, “I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said.” When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” Jesus answered, “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.
Hymn:  ELW # 347 ‘Go to Dark Gethsemane’ (verse 2)
2
Follow to the judgment hall,


view the Lord of life arraigned;


oh, the wormwood and the gall!


Oh, the pangs his soul sustained!


Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss;


learn from him to bear the cross.

Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” They answered, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.” The Jews replied, “We are not permitted to put anyone to death.” This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate asked him, “What is truth?”

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “I find no case against him. But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” They shouted in reply, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a bandit.

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case against him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God.”

Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor.”

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your King!” They cried out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but the emperor.” Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.
Hymn:  ELW # 347 ‘Go to Dark Gethsemane’ (verse 3 )

3
Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb;


there, adoring at his feet,


mark that miracle of time,


God's own sacrifice complete.


"It is finished!" hear him cry;


learn from Jesus Christ to die.
So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’ ” Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says,
 “They divided my clothes among themselves,
  and for my clothing they cast lots.”
And that is what the soldiers did.

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said in order to fulfill the scripture, “I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth. These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be broken.” And again another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one whom they have pierced.”

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. (NRSV)
The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.*
Sermon
Today is called Good Friday. What is so good about this Friday? Is the suffering of Jesus good? Is the bloody death of crucifixion good?

Simone Weil, a French philosopher drew an important distinction between suffering (such as physical pain that passes and leaves us essentially unchanged) and affliction. In affliction our very identity, social and personal, all we thought we were, is stripped away. The Cross is an affliction. Why then did we worship it today? Why not run from it? Because the Cross bears witness to a truth of humanity, and truth of God that we normally run from. But in the Cross it is expressed without fear but with hope. Jesus did not choose the Cross, no one would, but he embraced it.

When we contemplate the Cross we should see not only suffering but also a terrible truth expressed in love. It is the love not the suffering of Christ that redeems us from despair and untruthfulness. It is not only a punishment for our original sin or a payment of a debt to an angry God. It is the revelation of the truth that filled Jesus' life and teaching.

Yet we are terrified of this truth of an overwhelming, unconditional love. We feel unworthy of it. We don't trust it. We can't believe it. We fear we will fail to respond to it. But we cannot destroy the truth. The Cross shows the truth in which love survives death.

But today, Good Friday, we still cannot fully state this. We have to wait. We must first learn to enter the silence of the cross and to allow its silence of death to speak and teach us.

“Every time we sit to mediate the Cross,” John Main said, “we enter again into the mystery of death and resurrection. Let’s take this Golden opportunity to go with Jesus through the darkest valley to reach to the promised land of his own kingdom. Amen

Hymn of the Day: ELW # 342 ‘There in God's Garden’

1
There in God's garden 

              stands the Tree of Wisdom,


whose leaves hold forth 

             the healing of the nations:


Tree of all knowledge, 

             Tree of all compassion,


Tree of all beauty.

2
Its name is Jesus, 

             name that says, "Our Savior!"


There on its branches 

             see the scars of suff'ring;


see where the tendrils 

             of our human selfhood


feed on its lifeblood.

3
Thorns not its own 

             are tangled in its foliage;


our greed has starved it, 

             our despite has choked it.


Yet, look! it lives! 

             its grief has not destroyed it


nor fire consumed it.

4
See how its branches 

             reach to us in welcome;


hear what the Voice says, 

            "Come to me, ye weary!


Give me your sickness, 

             give me all your sorrow,


I will give blessing."

5
This is my ending, 

             this my resurrection;


into your hands, Lord, 

             I commit my spirit.


This have I searched for; 

             now I can possess it.


This ground is holy.

6
All heav'n is singing, 

             "Thanks to Christ whose passion


offers in mercy 

             healing, strength, and pardon.


Peoples and nations, 

             take it, take it freely!"


Amen! My Master!

(Title: There in God's Garden; Text:   Király Imre von Pécselyi, c. 1590-c. 1641; tr. Erik Routley, 1917-1982; Trans. © 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc. All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Music:  K. Lee Scott, b. 1950; © 1987 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of Morning Star Music Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under CCLI, License # 11098609.  All rights reserved.)
Bidding Prayer
The assembly remains seated. The assisting minister leads the invitations to prayer (the bids). Silence for prayer follows each bid. The presiding minister leads the prayers that conclude the silence.

Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world. 
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, 
you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ.

By your Holy Spirit guide the church

and gather it throughout the world.

Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name,

and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Let us pray for our Bishop Michael Pryse, for our interim Pastor Chun Zhang, for our music director, Bradley Moggach and all servants of the church, and for all the people of God.

Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God,
your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy.

Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors,

other ministers, and lay leaders.

Keep them in health and safety for the good of the church,

and help each of us in our various vocations

to do faithfully the work to which you have called us.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those preparing for baptism.

Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. 
Increase the faith and understanding of those preparing for baptism.

Give them new birth as your children,

and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. 
Look with favor on all who follow Jesus your Son.

Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith,

and keep us united in the fellowship of love.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, 
long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your teaching to Moses.

Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your own

may receive the fulfillment of the covenant’s promises.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.

Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace, 
all those who call out to you under different names.

Bring an end to inter-religious strife,

and make us more faithful witnesses

of the love made known to us in your Son.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those who do not believe in God.

Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity, 
so that all may long to know you and find peace in you.

Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace

in the world and in the lives of Christians,

and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for God's creation.

Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, 
you are the creator of a magnificent universe.

Hold all the worlds in the arms of your care

and bring all things to fulfillment in you.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 
Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God,

you are the champion of the poor and oppressed.

In your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority,

so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom,

and a share in the goodness of your creation.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those in need.

Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God,

you give strength to the weary

and new courage to those who have lost heart.

Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers,

free those unjustly deprived of liberty,

and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease.

Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble,

that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask.

The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. 
Amen.
If the service does not include the procession of the cross, it ends here, and all leave in silence.
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